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BIENNIAL REPORT OF PRESIDENT. 


To His Excellency, Robert Lowry, Governor of Mississippi: 
In accordance witb law and custom, I have the honor to sub- 
mit the Third Biennial Report of the Mississippi State Board 
of Health. | ` 
WORK PERFORMED. 


For a detailed account of the work performed by the Board 
since our last report, I beg leave to refer to the report of our 
most excellent Executive Committee herewith submitted. 
From said report it will be seen that no epidemie disease of 
any consequence, except small-pox, has prevailed in our State 
within the last two years, and the measures taken by the Board 
to arrest and to circumscribe that disease will also appear in 
the Report of the Executive Committee; as weli as the meas- 
ures taken to prevent threatened incursions of yellow fever. 


ENDEMIC DISEASES. 


We have had in the State, during the last two years, proba- 
bly the usual amount of endemic diseases, against which, under 
present legislative enactments, our Board has but little power 
to contend. Although the statute creating the Board is thor- 
oughly comprehensive, and confers ample authority to deal 
with the whole subject of public health, the appropriations 
have not been at all commensurate with the authority con- 
ferred and the duties required. 

It may be truly said that the establishment of our Buard, in 
its present amended form, is mainly due to the lessons taught 
by the recent visitations of yellow fever, and the frequent recur- 
rence of that disease in New Orleans, where it seemed almost 
to have become endemic, and from whence there was a con- 
stant dread of its extension into our State. Consequently. 
most of the*appropriations have been made with a view to the 
prevention and control of epidemics. Too much praise cannot 
be awarded to the broad liberality of the Legislature in this 
behalf. Mississippi stands amongst the foremost States of the 
Union in the munificent grants which she has made to her 
Board of Health in this particular. But much yet remains to 
be done. l 

During epidemic visitations, when pestilence sweeps over 
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the country, carrying panic and distress to the people (as in 
the ever memorable year of 1878), the value of public health, 
and the necessity for protective legislatiun can be justly appre- 
ciated by all classes of citizens. For besides the general afic- 
tion from sickness and death, the direct loss in money would 
supply ail the means that would be required to prevent the vis- 
itation. Epidemics, however, visit us only occasionally, and 
are confined to more or less limited areas of the country. But 
endemic diseases, like the poor, we have always with us. The 
former, by their rarity, as well as by their severity, challenge 
the thoughtful consideration of all men, whilst the continual 
presence ‘and silent operations of the latter lull us into a fanci- 
ful resignation to a supposed Providential fate. The number 
' of deaths and the amount of sickness for a given number of 
years (the average) resulting from ordinary and preventable 
causes, will far exceed those resulting from epidemies, and san- 
itary legislation should be directed accordingly. Sanitarians 
inform us that one-third of all the deaths, and of all the sick- 

ness, that occurs among the people, is from preventable causes; 

and political economists have said that the average value of life 
of men, women and youths, of both sexes, above twelve years 
of age, is one thousand dollars each. With this basis for cal- 
culation, the dullest can appreciate the value of sanitary regu- 
lations. "The greatest minds of the age have given unqualified 
assent to the axiom that “Public health is public wealth.” 
Lord Stanley declared that ‘‘sanitary studies belong to the 
patriot no less than the philanthropist. Don’t fancy ! that the 
mischief done by disease spreading in the community is to be 
measured by the number of deaths which ensue—that is the 
least part of the result, as, in the battle the killed bear but a 
small proportion to the wounded. It is not merely by the 
crowded hospitals, the frequent funerals, the destitution of 
families, or the increased pressure of the public burdens, that 
you may test the sufferings of a nation over which sickness has 
passed; the real and lasting injury lies in the deterioration of . 
race, in the seeds of disease transmitted to future generations, 

in the degeneracy and decay which are never detected till the 
evil is irreparable." 

Dr. James E. Reeves, Secretary of the State Board of Health 
of West Virginia, in a paper read at the late meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, in Detroit, made the fol- 
lowing very pertinent remarks: 

“The State erects imposing and costly edifices for the deten- 
tion and punishment of criminals, for the education and 
care of the blind and deaf, and for the treatment of the 
insane. To support such establishments, with all their nec- 
essary appointments, hundreds of thousands of dollars are 
annually paid out of the public treasury, and the burden of 
taxation for that purpose is constantly increasing. Why not 
enact statutes to diminish the factors which furnish such 
charges to the State? 
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The law is singularly inconsistent in its protection and pun- 
ishments. If aman commit murder, he may either be hanged 
or sent to the State prison for life, but preventable disease— 
scarlet fever, diphtheria, typhoid fever, small-pox, and other 
death-dealing agencies—may stealthily enter the household, 
kill the family, and be innocently regarded as an act of Divine 
Providence! 2 

The poor pilferer in a dwelling house at midnight may be in 
a State of starvation at the time he lays a trembling hand on 
something to eat in the larder, or on a silver waiter on the side- 
board, but, notwithstanding the pressure and “desperation of 
hunger, if discovered in his trespuss and theft, he is sent to 
prison and his family disgraced thereby ; while'the architect, 
the plumber, and, alike the ignorant doctor, may enter in 
broad daylight—aye even by call—-and steal and destroy the 
life and health of the occupants. 
~- The law makes common carriers responsible, regardless of 
accident, for damage done either to person or property ; yet an 
American citizen may refuse the protection which vaccination 
affords against small-pox, carry that loathsome disease into a 
community, and start an epidemic. ° 

If a pitfall be left in the street or public highway, and the 
citizen, his horse, or his ox fall into it, and is injured in any 
manner thereby, he may sue in a court of justice, and recover 
from the town, city, or county, as the case may be, a sufficient 
sum of money to compensate for the damage sustained ; but 
the same citizen may sicken and disable his own family, also 
the family of his neighbor, by accumulation of filth on his 
premises, and escape all legal responsibility. 

Again, municipal ordinance says that in order to avoid injury 
to persons and property, a locomotive engine and train of cars 
shall not exceed a speed of six miles an hour within the cor- 
porate limits; yet the same authority of law permits open cess- 
pools, filthy streets and alleys, a contaminated water supply to 
families, and the constant breeding of infectious_and contagious 
diseases to kill the people. 


SUBJECTS REQUIRING LEGISLATION. 


Without attempting to define the scope and amount of such 
additional legislation as may be needed, I desire to suggest 
that the teaching of Hygiene, or the laws of health, should be 
enforced in all the schools of the State. This may be done 
by suitable text books, to be prescribed by the State Board of 
Health, or otber competent authority, and by all other practi- 
cable means. Teachers in the public schools should be re- 
quired to be examined in Hygiene asa part of the qualifica- 
tions necessary to teach. Of course this will be the work of 
generations, and not of a few months or years. Laws for the 
suppression of intemperance, the carrying of concealed weap- 
ons, the sale of poisons, the adulteration of food and medi. 


Vill BIENNIAL REPORT OF PRESIDEMT. 


eines should be enacted and rigidly enforced. The qualifiea- 
tions of druggists and of druggists’ clerks should also receive 
the attention of the Legislature of the State. There are 
scores of drug stores in the State conducted by men and boys 
almost illiterate, who do not know one medicine from another. 

The stocks consisting perhaps of old inert drugs, the accumu- 
lations of many years, so that if the sick escape poisoning out- 
right, they fail to receive the benefits of the medicines ordered. 


PERSONAL LIBERTY. 


We have reached an era in the history of Government, when 
the doctrine of personal liberty has lost much of its sanctity. 
“Coming events cast their shadows before "—the small cloud 
in the distant horizon will overspread the sky. Statesmen and 
jurists are beginning to grapple the subject, and we find laws 
being enacted in various States to supervise railroads, to regu- 
late the practice of medicine, and to prohibit the importation, 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating drinks. ‘‘It has been 
asserted that at least seven-tenths of all the crimes and pov- 
erty, and calamity to the people of the United States sprang 
from the aluse of personal liberty in the use of spirituous, 
vinous and malt liquors.” That liberty which claims the right 
to injure, to oppress and to kill, is but Zcense which should be 
withheld and suppressed by the strong arm of the law. No 
such libzrty can exist—it is a misnomer to call it so. 


PRELIMINARY EDUCATION OF MEDICAL STUDENTS. 


In my capacity as a medical censor of the State, I have been 
very forcibly impressed with the necessity for a higher stard- 
ard of qualification for medical students. No person should 
be allowed to commence the study of medicine without first 
obtaining a certificate from the County Superintendent of Ed- 
ucation, of at least a good English education. And doctors 
should be required to see that students are provided with such 
certificates before admitting them into their offices. 


DRAINAGE-~MALARIA. 


The importance of the subject of drainage cannot be exag- 
gerated. Its relation to malarial diseases is pretty well under- 
stood by all classes of the people. It is also very well under- 
stood that a very large proportion of the sickness and death in 
our State is due to malaria. As one of the custodians of the 
public health of the State, I would be derelict in my duty if I 
should fail to urge the inauguration of some system of drain- 

‘age, by which this class of diseases might be diminished and 
prevented. I would reiterate with my hearty endorsement, the 
remarks of my predecessor, Dr. S. V. D. Hill, in the last 
Biennial Report of this Board: . “ The recognition and removal 
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of the cause of malarial diseases in our State, is a sanitary 
question of transcendant importance—-overshadowing all 
others, except, perhaps, the prevention of yellow fever. To 
grapple with this cause successfully will be a herculean task, . 
necessitating an immense amount of drainage, the destruction 
of timber, the removal of human habitations to healthier 
places, and many other things less difficult, but equally impor- 
tant- Yet it is a task that should be undertaken by the State 
authorities at the earliest possible period, iu a systematic way, 
in all those portions of our domain where it is at all practica- 
ble. Malaria is the great outlet to life among our people—a 
gigantic morbific enemy to human existence and constitutional? 
v'gor, as well as to the material prosperity of the State." 

Of course we can only present the subject of drainage from 
a sanitary stand-point Buta large amount of the most fertile 
land in the State, now valueless for agricultural purposes, could 
be reclaimed by drainage, and thus the value of the real estate 
would be many times doubled. The smaller streams, the 
branches and creeks are very crooked and shallow, with chan - 
nels not sufficient to carry off even a very moderate rainfall.. 
They are filled up with logs and brush, often making complete 
dams and causing the water to overflow all the adjacent lands, 
and to seek new outlets, causing innumerable sloughs and 
ponds of filthy, stagnant water, without any way to escape or to- 
be purified, except during freshets when a fresh supply is added. 
The lands thus saturated with water generate enough malaria 
to depopulate the country but-for the rank vegetation which 
usually grows in such places. Nor is it a utopian idea to 
remedy this evil. What the provident farmer has done within 
the limits of his field can be done on a larger scale by the 
county. If the Legislature will pass a general law authorizing 
the Boards of Supervisors of counties, and the proper author- 
ities in incorporated towns, to levy a reasonable tax on all lands 
to be.benefitted, or upon the general assessment of the county, 
or upon both, these streams can soon be confined to their chan- 
nels, and made to convey off promptly all the water that of 
right they should; and to do this, will not necessarially require 
any extensive process of ditching, nor the imposition of any 
taxation that would not be largely reimbursed by the increased 
value of the land reclaimed, to.say nothing: of the sanitary ad- 
vantages to be derived from it. Of course it would be much 
better if these streams were straightened by cutting across the 
erooks and bends, by which often a distance of half a mile 
could be gained in afew yards. But the bed of nearly all. 
these streams is soft, alluvial matter, and if the obstructions . 
were removed, even as crooked as they are, they would soon 
wash out, and the channels become deepened and widened 
sufficiently to hold and to carry off all the water that would 
accumulate in them. The necessary expense to remove these 
obstructions would be very small. All that is required is to- - 
cut the logs into short lengths, leaving them to float off during ; 
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overflows. Great as would be the results of this insignificant 
labor and expense, to the agricultural and health interests of the 
country, it can’t be done without some action of the Legislature. 
A sort of ‘‘local option" law should be passed, authorizing 
the Board of Supervisors, or the County Health Officer, to 
have the work done, whenever a majority of the qualified voters 
of any county shall request it by petition or election. 

This measure is proposed as an entering wedge or beginning 
point to a work which will spread and extend us its importance 
:shall'develop to the comprehension of the people. 


REGISTRATION OF VITAL AND MORTUARY STATISTICS. 


It has been the earnest wish of this Board ever since its first 
organization, to secure for the State a thorough system of 
Registration of Vital and Mortuary Statistics. “Believing that 
such statistics were indispensable for intelligent sanitary legis- 
lation, authority was obtained from the Legislature, in 1878, 
to establish a very thorough registration of births, marriages 
and deaths, with the causes of death. Tne law was a good 
one, and if it could have been enforced, would have accom- 
plished all that could be desired. Unfortunately there was no 
appropriation to pay for the services required, and the people 
did not appreciate the benefits of the law sufficiently to render 
the service without compensation. The Board got up an elabo- 
rate set of blanks, which were furnished to the proper par- 
ties in every county in the State. But the returns were so 
imperfect, that they were utterly worthless, and the undertak- 
ing was abandoned. In 1880 the law was so changed, as no 
longer to make it obligatory on the Board to collect Vital and 
Mortuary Statistics. Section 5, of the amended Act, however, 
provides, ‘* That it shall be the duty of the said Board to 
obtain, collect and preserve such information relating to deaths, 
diseases and health as may be useful in the discharge of its 
duties and contribute to the promotion of the health, or the 
security of life in the State of Mississippi.” If the Legislature 
will supply the Board with the necessary means-to comply with 
this provision of the law, much valuable information can be 
€ollected. 


LAW TO REGULATE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 


It affords me real pleasure to report that the law passed at 
‘the last session of the Legislature to regulate the practice of 
medicine in Mississippi, has been well received by all classes 
-of citizens, Perhaps no law affecting so many diversified inter- 
ests has ever given more general satisfaction. As it did not 
disturb the existing order of things, and only proposed to exert 
its restraining influence prospectively, there was but little 
ground to make war on it. It is probable that a complete reg- 
Agtration of all the practitioners of the State has been obtained, 
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which is a very valuable feature of the law. And now if the 
Boards of Censors will do their duty fearlessly, we shall have 
a‘ progressive reformation in the practice of medicine which 
will finally eliminate the incompetent and unqualified, and give 
the people none but qualified and worthy practitioners. The 
benefits of this law will be realized not only in the improved 
character and efficiency of the services rendered to the sick, but 
by the presenve in every neighborhood in the State of persons 
educated in the laws of hygiene, teaching by precept and ex- 
ample the best means of preventing disease, and of promoting 
health which it will secure. 

If L should ask any amendment or addition to the present 
law, it would be to make all persons licensed under secction 17 
responsible for palpable incompetency and immorality. It 
would certainly be no hardship, and only simple justice, to re- 
quire all to conform to the standard of qualifications estab- 
lished by the State for those proposing to commence the prac- 
tice. Indeed, the power to revoke license in all cases where 
incompetency or gross immorality shall have been proven, is 
needed to make the law complete. The sentiments of Dr. 
Reeves, in the paper before alluded to, rre worthy of repetition: 
“From time to time, laws are passed to regulate the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, and the dispensing of poisons; to sup- 
press lotteries and gambling houses; to prevent the carrying of 
concealed weapons; to restrain the sharper, the swindler, the 
robber and the assassin. Why not, with like propriety, pass 
laws to restrain the ignorant and the pretender in medical prac- 
tice, who strikes at both life and purse, who can kið and then 
invoke the power of the courts to enforce payment for his mur- 
derous service? And is it not a ridiculous contradiction to say 
that a street nuisance which is prejudicial to the public health 
shall be abated by the power of law, and then with the next 
breath say any man without due qualification as a physician 
may call himself ‘doctor,’ and kilè his neighbor?" In these 
days of cheap medical schools, and fierce competition for long 
rolls of matriculates, leaving out the “bogus institutions," (so- 
called) in some of the large cities of the North, American med- 
ical diplomas have ceased to be conclusive or satisfactory evi- 
dence of qualification to practice medicine.. Hence, there is a 
growing sentiment in favor of divorcing from the medical col- 
leges the authority to grant license, and of investing the same 
in Boards of Examiners, to be appointed in each State, "This 
is unquestionably correct both in principle and policy. In this 
regard our State occupies an advanced position. — - 


CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion, I would repeat that the law creating and estab- 
lishing the Staté Board of Health is sufficiently comprehensive, 
and embraces almost everything that should be included in such 
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laws. The Board is clothed with all the authority that could 
be required for a most thorough sanitary administration of the’ 
State. All that remains is for the Legislature to supply the 
necessary facilities and means to execute the provisions of the 
law. A thorough administration would require the expendi- 
ture of a largs sum of money, and althcugh it would be a prof- 
itable investment for the State, the people are not prepared to 
appreciate its importance to that extent, and we must content 
ourselves with a partial discharge of the proper functions of a 
State Board of Health. Much, however, may be done with 
comparatively small expense, and we trust the Legislature will 
enlarge the sphere of our operations by furnishing us with the 
necessary means, as is done in every other department of the 
Government. When chis Board was first created, but twelve other 
States ‘in the Union had organized similar institutions, and it 
was regarded as an untried experiment. So cautious and con- 
servative was the Legislature, that they refused to appropriate 
anything to defray even the expenses of the members. Never- 
theless. the organization was effected, and the Board entered 
on their labor of love, trasting to the justice of their cause, and 
hoping to demonstrate the value of their services to a liberal 
but uneulightened.public sentiment. Dr. Robert Kells, the 
first President of the Board, in his report, appealed to the Leg- 
islature to ‘fortify the laudable endeavors of the Board by 
the passage of such a law as shall arm them with the power 
and the means to compass the object for which they were com- 
missioned.” He declared that **without this power and means 
we shall conspicuously fail to meet publie expectation, and 
perchance bring reproach upon the noble cause we represent, 
by a forced inactivity.” Since that time, liberal appropriations 
have been made for specified objects, and the Board has had 
gratifying evidence of the appreciation and confidence of the 
Government and people of the State. 

Twenty-nine States now have organized Boards of Health, 
and the value of such institutions is no longer questioned. But 
the measure of their usefulness and efficiency must depend, to 
a great extent, on the means furnished by the State. 

A proposition has been made, and steps taken, to effect a 
National organization, to be composed of representatives from 
the various State Boards, which doubtless will result in much 
good. This is an age of commerce and travel, of railroads, tel- 
egraphs and telephones, and the advantages of co-operation 
and inter-state regulations sought to be accomplished will be 
only equaled by their necessity and practicability. 

With due respect, I am, 
Your humble servant, 
J. M. TAYLOR, M. D., 
President State Board of Health. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


MINUTES. 


% 


Jackson, Miss., March 15, 1882: 


The Mississippi State Board of Health met at 10 o'clock A. 
M., the President, Dr. Hill, in the chair. 

There were present: Drs. Redwood, Bennett, Kells, Hyer, 
Kittrell, Taylor, Dancy, Rice, Hill and Johnston. 

The President addressed the Board, stating the objects of 
the meeting, and made vaduable suggestions in regard to the: 
future work of the Board. 

The law to regulate the practico of medicine was taken up 
for consideration. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, it was, 

Resolved, 'That the sense of the Board is, that physicians 
living near the borders of the State may receive licenses as is 
provided in section 17 of the law. 

On motion of Dr. Kells, Drs. Taylor and Kitttell were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare rules and regulations for the 
government of the Boards of Censors in the examination of 
applicants for license to practice medicine. 

On motion, Dr. Johnston was added to the committee. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 3 o'clock P. m. 


o 


—— 


? 


FIRST DAY— AFTERNOON SEION: 


] 

The Board met at 3 o'clock, the President in the chair. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the Board proceeded to make nomi- 
nations for Chief Health Officers of counties, and the list o£ 
counties being called, the following nominations were made: 
Adams........... Dr. L. E. Prollet..... siete crees Natchez 
Amite ...........Dr. C. H. Bates....... sb bd Padfa Liberty 
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COUNTY. NAME. POSTOFFICE. 
Attala ........... Dr. J. M. Lewis .............. Kosciusko 
Benton........... Dr. T. L. Jaekson.......... Michigan City 
Bolivar........... Dr. J. W. Dulaney.............. Rosedale 
Carroll........... Dr. G. W. Vassar.... ........ Carrollton 
Chickasaw........ Dr. J. H. Murfee ...........LL.. Okolona 
Claiborne..........Dr. W. D. Redus.... ....... Port Gibson 
Clarke. ...........Dr. A. V. Woolverton ........ Enterprise 
‘Clay... lle ess Dr. J. E. MeEaehern ........ West, Point 
Coahoma ......... Dr. J. A. Cooper ........... Friars Point 
Copiah .... ...... Dr. G. W. Purnell ........... Hazlehurst 
Covington........ Dr. Alex Fairley. ........... Williamsburg 
DeSoto........... Dr. J. H. P. Westbrook ........ Hernando 
Franklin ..... .... Dr. L. D. Harrison .... ......... Turners 
Grenada ......... Dr. G W. Trimble .............. Grenada 
Hinds............ Dr. M. S. Craft .......0.0...00... Jackson 
Holmes .......... Dr. G. C. Phillips ............. Lexington 
Jefferson......... Dr. N. L. Guice.... ............ Fayette 
Kemper............Dr. W. H. Lipscomb ............. Scooba 
Lafayette......... Dr. J. T. Chandler ............... Oxford 
Lauderdale ....... Dr. J. H. Blanks .............. Meridian 
Lawrence......... Dr. J. A. Rowan ... .... ... Silver Creek 
Leake............ Dr. W. R Blailock ............. Carthage 
Lee... nananana Dr. R. C. Cunningham........ ... Verona 
Leflore........... Dr. M. G. Davis.... ......... Green wood 
Lineoln........... Dr. E. J. Bowen ............ Brookhaven 
Lowndes......... Dr. B. A. Vaughan Lecce ee ees Columbus 
Madison.......... Dr. A. T. Semmes DEMNM Canton 
Marion ........... Dr. T. B. Ford ................ Columbia 
Marshall ......... Dr. A. M. West.... ... ... Holly Springs 
Monroe.......... Dr. J. M. Greene..... ....... . Aberdeen 
Montgomery...... Dr. B. F. Ward ............. ...Winona 
Neshoba....... ... Dr. T. J. Lee........ wee ee. Philadelphia 
Newton .......... Dr. C. P. Partin ... ........ ...Deeatur 
Noxubee ........ Dr. H. A. Minor............. ...Maeon 
Oktibbeha ....... Dr. W. N. Ames.... .......... Starkville 
Panola........... Dr. A. I. Elis . ............... ...Sardis 
Prentiss . ....... Dr. W. A. Taylor ............. Booneville 
Quitman.......... Dr. J. F. Phipps ........ lf Belen 
aukin........... Dr. P. Fairley ... 20.0.2... . Brandon 
Scott . els Dr. J. L. Gresham ... ... l . Forest 
Sharkey . PEINE J.C. Hall ............ .. McKinney ville 
Simpson ......... De . William Giles... ......... Westville 
Smith........ ..Dr. A. G. McLaurin ... ......... Raleigh 
Sunflower ........ Dr. W. H. Baird............ Indian Bayou 
Tallahatchie...... Dr. J. S. Brown............... Charleston 
Tate ............. Dr. J. A. Long................ Senatobia 
Tippah........... Dr. W. D. Carter ............ LLL. Ripley 
"Tishomingo ...... Dr. Carroll Kendrick............. Corinth 
Tunica........... Dr. J. A. Southworth.... ........ Austin 
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COUNTY. NAME. POSTOFFICE. 
Warren .......... Dr. W. T. Balfour........... .. Vicksburg 
Washington...... Dr. R. S. Toombs.............. Greenville 
Webster ......... Dr. A. H. Baye wows acne a $e e058 Walthall 
Wilkinson..... ,- Dr. L. W. Magruder........... Woodville 
Yalobusha ....... Dr H. A. Gatto vu Water Valley 
X aZ00. 2500.6 das Dr. R.L.Dünn... 2e Yazoo City 


The Secretary read a communication from the President of 
the Sanitary Council of the Mississippi Valley, submitting 
certain propositions for the consideration of the Board. 

On motion, the communication was referred to a committee 
consisting of Drs. Dancy and Bennett. 

On motion. the Board adjourned until 9 o'clock A. s. to- 
morrow. 


SECOND DAY. 
Marca 16th, 1882. 


The Board met at 10:30 o'clock 4. M., the President iu the 
chair, Present: Drs. Redwood, Kells, Rice, Taylor, Kittrell, 
Dancy, Hyer, Hill and Johnston. l 

Dr. Taylor, chairman of the committee to prepare rules and 
regulations for the governmeut of Boafds of Censors in the 
examinations of applicants for license to practice medicine, 
submitted the following report, which was adopted: 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


For the Government of Boards of Censors in their Examination 
for License to Practice Medicine under the Provisions of 
“An Act to Regulate the Practice of Medicine in the State 
of Mississippi,” approved February 28th, 1882. 


1. No application for examination shall be received unless it 
is accompanied by the fees prescribed by law, and satisfactory 
evidence of moral character. g 

2. All applications for examination must be made on the 
blanks prescribed by the State Board of Health, whigh will be 
furnished to spplicants by the Censors in their respective 
districts. 

3. Examinations shall be strictly private. Each applicant 
shall be examined separately. No person nor books shall be 
allowed in the room during examinations, and a reasonable 
time shall be allowed each applicant to answer such questions 
as may be submitted to him in writing by the Board of Censors 
in the several branches of medicine designated.in thelaw. No 


LÀ 
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theoretical or dogmatical questions will be allowed, but aH 
examinations must be fair, impartial and thorough. 

4. The same questions shall be propounded to » all applicants 
examined at any one meeting of any Board of Censors, and 
not exceeding ten questions shall be propounded.on any one 
branch of medicine. 

‘The committee to whom was referred the communication of 
the President cf the Sanitary Council of the Mississippi Valley 
submitted the following report, which was received and’ 
adopted: 

Your committee beg leave to report as follows: 

It is a matter of great importance to secure the greatest con- 
fidence as well as efficiency in the faithful discharge of all 
quarantine duty at or near the mouth of the Mississippi River, 
which is the entrance to the great Mississippi Valley and body 
of the Nation. To effect this we deem it expedient to have 
representatives of the National Board stationed at the Missis- 
sippi River Quarantine Station and at Port Eads, and for these 
to have access to all information in possession of the Louisiana 
State Board of Health. Furthermore, that the concurrence of 
these representatives shall in all cases give full: guarantee of 
the efficiency and faithfulness in the discharge of this most 
important quarantine duty. 

The following, offered by Dr. Bennett, was adopted: 

Resolved, That no examinations shali be made by Boards of 
Censors unless both Censors are present. 

Dr. Johnston, of the committee on rules and regulations, 
submitted forms for blank applications for license under the 
provisions of section 17 of the law, and to Censors for exam- 
ination for license, which, on motion, were adopted. . 

Four thousand copies of that under section 17 and one thou- 
sand to. Boards of Censors, or more, if deemed necessary by 
the Secretary, were ordered to be printed. 

Dr. Johnston also submitted forms for the registers to be 
used by the Board for recording applications for license under 
section 17, after examination by the Censors, and for tempo- 
rary licenses, which were adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the Secretary was authorized to make 
clerical changes for convenience in the forms submitted. 

On motion, Dr. Hyer was appointed a committee to prepare 
forms or licenses to be issued ander the law.. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 3 o'elock P. w. 


SECOND DAY-—AFrTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 4 o'clock, the President in the chair. 
Dr. Hyet, the committee appointed to prepare a form for 
licenses, submittel a report, whereuprn a lengthy discussion 


$ 
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ensued, and after amendment the blank form submitted was 
adopted. 

Dr. Hyer also submitted a form for temporary license, which 
was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Taylor, the vote adopting the form for 
temporary license was reconsidered, and on motion of Dr. Hyer 
the subject was laid on the table, subject to call, and a commit- 
tee of one was appointed to obtain legal advice in regard 
thereto. Committee: Dr. Hyer. i 

Dr. Hyer, the committee appointed to obtain legal advice in 
regard to the section of the law providing for tempor ary license, 
made a report. 

On motion of Dr. Taylor, it was 

Resolved, That the possession of a diploma from a regularly 
chartered medical college will be required as a pre-requisite 
before a temporary license will be issued. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 9 o'clock A. m. to- 
morrow. | 


——— 


THIRD DAY: 
Marcy 17th, 1882. 


The Board met at 9 o'clock A. m.  Present:. Drs, Rice, Tay- 
lor, Bennett, Kells, Redwood, Dany, Kittrell, Hyer, Hill and 
Johnston. 

The Secretary, Dr. Johnston, tendered his resignation, so 
that the Board could fix the tenure of that office. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, his resignation was accepted, and 
Dr. Johnston was elected Secretary pro tem, 

On motion of Dr. Bennett, the tenure of office of Secretary 
was fixed as six years, and section 4 of the By Laws was 
m in accordance therewith. | 

r. Johnston was elected Secretary for the ensuing six ' 
e 

Dr. Hyer, to whom was referred the subject of temporary 

license, submitted the following report, which was adopted: 


RULES AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE 
STATE ‘BOARD OF HEALTH, 


AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING IN JACKSON, MISS., MARCH 17, 1882, 


Prescribing Conditions, upon the compliance with which 
Applicants may be granted Temporary License to practice 
Medicine in the State of Mi^sissippi, as is provided in Section 
15 of an Act to Reguiate the Practice of Medicine in the 
State of Mississippi, Approved February 28th, 1882, 


Rute 1. Persons desiring a Temporary License to Practica 
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medicine in the State of Mississippi, shall make application 
for the same to the Secretary of the State Board of Health, 
accompanied by either a diploma from some Medical College 
duly authorized by Jaw to confer the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, or a certificate from a Sanitary Commissioners 
for the District in which said applicant resides, certify- 
ing to the fact of his possession of and the genuineness of 
said diploma, Said applicant shall also state in his letter of 
of application: Where he last practiced medicine, and that 
he proposes to locate in this State for the practice of his pro- 
fession, and shall also give references as to moral character, 
and accompany the same with a fee of twenty-five cents. 

Rute 2. Applicants for Temporary License shall also, be- 
fore such license is granted, make formal application for exam- 
ination to the Board of Censors for the District in which he 
desires to practice medicine, through one of their number, as 
is provided by law, accompanied by a fee of fifteen dollars and 
twenty-five cents, together with a statement of intention to 
apply fora Temporary License; and it shall be the duty of the 
Sanitary Commissioner receiving said application and fee, to 
receipt for the same to said applicant, and to at once notify 
the Secretary of the State Board of Health of tbe reception of 
said application and fee. 

Rute 3. The foregoing Rules having been complied with in 
a satisfactory manner, and the Secretary of the State Board 
of Health having received notification of the formal applica- 
tion for examination for license, as is provided in Rule 2d, the 
the State Board of Health shall at once, through their Secre- 
tary, issue a Temporary License to practice medicine in the 
. State of Mississippi, as is provided for in Section 15 of an Act 
to Regulate the Practice of Medicine in the State of Missis- 
sippi, approved February 28th, 1882. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. Hyer: 

Resolved, That in case of application for a temporary license, 
where a diploma has been lost or destroyed, evidence may be 
adduced before a Censor, or the Secretary of the State Board 
of Health, as to the former legal possession of a diploma by 
the applicant; and if:the evidence is satisfactory, action shall 
be taken in the same manner as if the diploma was presented 
in proof. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted, to be incorporated in 
the rules in regard to temporary licenses. 

Dr. Hyer submitted a blank form for temporary license, 
which, on motion, was adopted. . 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the Secretary was authorized to 
make any necessary changes in the verbiage or rulings of the 
various blanks. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, it was , 

Resolved, That the Secretary be authorized to decide the 
size of the books of record for the Cireuit Clerks. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M. 
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THIRD DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 5 o'clock p.m. The minutes of the pre- 
ceding meetings were read and approved. 

A ballot being taken for President of the Board for the 
ensuing year, Dr. F. W. Dancy was elected. 

The following Executive Committee was elected for the en- 
suing year: Drs. Kells, Rice, and Johnston. Dr. Johnston 
was designated as Chairman of the Committee. — * 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the thanks of the Board were ten-, 
de:ed the retiring President, Dr. Hill, for the able and courteous 
manner in which he lias discharged his duties. 

The Secretary reported certain expenditures under ilis Act 
to prevent the introduction and spread of small-pox, and asked 
that a committee be appointed to examine his book and vouch- 
ers. Committee, Drs. Kittrell and Bennett. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, -it was 

Jiesolved, That the Health Officers be instructed to report 
the deaths and removals of licentiates to practice medicine. 

The committee appointed to examine the book and vouchers 
of the Secretary reported as follows: 

The undersigned, who were appointed to examine the vouch- 
ers of the Secretary in regard to expenditures under the law 
to prevent the spread of small-pox, approved —- day of ; 
would report, that tbey have earefuliy examined the same and 
find them correct. 

(Signed,) B. F. KITTRELL, 
J. W. BENNETT. 


On motion; the Board adjourned. 


Jacxsox, Miss., July 24th, 1882. 
The Board met at 10 o'clock a. m. There were present: The 


President, Dr. F. i Dancy, Drs. J. H. Blanks, E. P. Sale, B. 
E. Kittrell, W. F. Hyer, C. A. Rice, S. V. D. Hill, J. W. Bon: 
nett, and Wirt Johnston. 

The following, offered by Dr. Hyer, was adopted: 

Resolved, That in case the inspections of the National Board 
of Health at New Orleans should be discontinued, then the 
Mississippi Board of Health shall address a letter to the 
Louisiana Board of Health. asking their permission to station 
an agent or inspector in the city of New Orleans, whose duty 
it shall be to examine into the characteristics of any suspi- 
cious cases of fever occurring in that city, in order that this 
State Board of Health may have aceurate, reliable and prompt 
information in case of the outbreak of yellow fever. 

The following, offered by Dr..Hill, was adopted: 

Resolved, That it Ís the sense of the State Board of Health, 
that its Secretary, Dr. Wirt Johnston, having first procured. 
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the opinion of the Attorney-General of the State, acted strictly 
in harmony with the law in refusing to grant licenses under 
Section 17 of the Act to regulate the practice of medicine in 
the State of Mississippi, upon applications written and mailéd 
prior to June 30th, 1882, but which were not received at his 
office until after that date. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 3 o'clock P. m. 


` 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 3 o’clock. The President in the Chair. 

The following resolutions, offered by Dr. Hill, were adopted: 

Resolved, That should the National Board of Health dis- 
continue its inspection stations in the South before tke period 
of danger from yellow fever expires, that this Board will estab- 
lish stations of inspection at Osyka, Fort Adams and a point 
just below Vicksburg. 

Resolved, That whenever two or more cases of yellow fever 
shall have originated in New Orleans, Mobile, or any other 
place contiguous to our borders, that a thorough system of 
quarantine will be established, at once, against such places by 
this Board. 

2esolved, That should there arise any circumstances of 
danger of epidemic invasion not covered by the foregoing 
resolutions, the Executive Committee is hercby authorized to 
adopt such measures of inspection and quarantine protection 
as they may deem prudent and proper. 

The following, offered by Dr. Hyer. was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Board of Health endorse the action taken 
by the Executive Committee for the prevention.of the spread 
of small-pox in the State, and they are hereby empowered and 
requested to use their best endeavors in the same line in the 
future. - ° 

On motion of Dr. Hill, it was decided to nominate Health 
officers for the counties of Hancock and Harrison. i 

Dr. E. Latham was thereupon nominated for Chief i:ealth 
officer of Hancock county. 

On motion of Dr. Sale, Drs. Hill, Hyer and Kittrell were : 
appointed a committee to prepare a memorial to our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress, asking favorable legislation 
for the National Board of Health. 

On motion, the Board adjourned. 


JACKSON, Miss., September 12th, 1882. 


. At a special meeting of the Board, held this day, there were 
«present: Drs. E. F. Kittrell, S. V. D. Hill, J. H. Blanks, J. W. Ben- 
nett, W. F. Hyer, and Wirt Johnston. In the absence of Dr. 
-Dancy, President, Dr. Hill was ealled to the Chair. 
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The following, offered by Dr. Kittrell, was adopted: 

Wuereas, Yellow fever prevails epidemically at Havana, 
Brownsville, Matamoras and Pensacola, and is liable to extend 
to this State, by way ot New Orleans, especially, owing to the 
lax and inefficient system of inspection and quarantine obtain- 
ing at that port, as was signally evidenced in the well known 
Forbes case: 

Resolved, That our present inspection stations be continued, 
under the modified quaraniine regulations framed by our Ex- 
ecutive Committee, until the first of October, unless yellow 
fever should threaten to become epidemic in New Orleans, in 
which event, our regular quarantine rules shall be strictly en- 
forced. 

The following, offered by Dr. Hyer, were adopted: - 

WHEREAS, Certain attacks have been made against the offi- 
cial integrity of the National Board of Health, and the State 
Board of Health of Mississippi, in connection with the system 
of inspection now enforced against the city ot New Orleans 
by the State of Mississippi; and, 

Wuereas, While the State Board of Health of Mississippi, 
in the pursuit of their official obligations, regard with a feel- 
ing of indifference the unjust assaults made upon them, yet 
they feel called upon by every feeling of honor to repel the 
‘charges made against the National Board by their enemies 
that they have entered into any league or conspiracy with the 
National Board for the aggrandizement of the National Board, 
or for any other purposes; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this Board declare and proclaim their full 
and entire responsibility for any and all steps taken heretofore 
in establishing the system of inspection now in force against. 
New Orleans. 

Resolved, That the Secretary is instructed to forward a copy 
of the above preamble and resolution to Dr. S. E. Chaille. 

The Secretary presented a memorial from citizens of Osyka, . 
asking that the qnarantine station near that place be removed. 
The Board declined to grant the request. 

On motion, the Board adjourned.. 


MINUTES— 1883. 


JACKSON, Miss., April 2, 1883. 


The State Board of Health met at 11 o’clock a.m. There 
were present: Dr. F. W. Dancy, President: Drs. E. P. Sale, 
Robert Kells, J. W. Bonnert, C. A. Rice, W. F. Hyer, S. V. D. 
Hill, B. F. Kittrell, J . M. Taylor, John Wright and Wirt 
Johnston. 

The Secretary presented the appeal of J. H. Morris, of 
Marshall county, from the decision of the Board of Censors of 
the Second District, in refusing to endorse his applieation for 
license ‘‘favorable,” but who’ had, ‘after examining him, en- 
dorsed it “unfavorable.” 

The application and examination were presented to the 
Board, and the action of the Cersors was sustained. 

The Secretary presented the appeal of Henry P. Jacobs 
from the decision of the Board of Censors of the Sixth District, 
who, after having examined him, endorsed his application for 
license. The application and record of examination were pre- 
sented to the Board, and the action of the Censors was sus- 
tained. 

Dr. J. A. Mead, of Pearlington, was nominated for Chief 
Health Officer of IIancock county, vice Dr. E. Latham, 
deceased. > 

Dr. Rice presented the petition of Dr. Champion, an under- 
graduate, for temporary license, and after some discussion the 
petition was withdrawn by Dr. Rice, 

The Secretary presented a communication from the Secretary 
of the Jackson County Board of Health, stating that the 
Board of Supervisors of that county had levied so small a tax 
for quarantine purposes that the Board of Health was without 
the necessary means to enforce quarantine at Pascagoula the 
com:ng season. -` 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the Secretary was instructed to in- 
quire what amount of money would be necessary to conduct 
the quarantine, and what amount could be furnished by the 
county. 

The Board adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 


FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 3 o’clock, the President in the chair. 


Mississippi: State Boarp or HEALTH. 11 


The Board proceeded to nominate a Chief Health Officer for 
Tunica county. 

Applications and recommendations were presented by the 
Secretary from Dr. J. M. Phillips and Dr. M. J. Alexander. 

A. ballot being taken, Dr. M. J. Alexander was nominated. 

Dr. Barton, of Illinois, was introduced to the Board and 
invited to a seat. 

The following, offered by Dr. Hyer, were adopted: 

WmnurnEAS, By the unfavorable action oí Congress in refusing 
to make necessary appropriations to enable the National Board 
of Health to perform its functions under the law, the Board of 
Health of the State of Mississippi has been depr ived of the 
assistance of a valuable ally in their endeavors to prevent the 
introduction of epidemie disease into the State of Mississippi; 
and 

WnuEREAS, There is no other organized body or force having 
legal authority to make the necessary inspections in cities on 
the sea-board that has succeeded in obtaining that amount of 
confidence of the people of the Mississippi Valley and of the 
Mississippi State Board of Health as would justify the Missis 
sippi State Board of Health in relying on their faithful co- 
Operation in preventing the spread of epidemic disease in the 
Mississippi Valley; and 

Wuereas, The Mississippi State Board of Health is desirous 
in time of danger to inaugurate and carry out a quarantine of 
reason, and not one of instinct, which would work to the injury 
of neighboring States and cities; and 

Wuereas, The prevention of the introduction of epidemic 
disease into the State of Mississippi is an object of paramount 
importance in the opinion of this Board; therefore, be it 

- Resolved, By the Mississippi State Board of Health, that the 
- action of’ the National Board of Health in the past ‘demands 
the unqualified endorsement of this State Board of Health; be 
it further 

Resolved, That the President of the United States he and is 
hereby requested to entrust the expenditure of the coutingent 
epidemic fund of $100, 000 to the National Board of Health: 
be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to forward the 
. above preambles and resolutions to the President of the United 
States by telegraph. 

The following resolutions, offered by Dr. Hill, were adopted: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Board that the act to 
regulate the practice of medicine in the State of Mississippi 
should be so amended as to require only two meetings annu- 
ally of the Boards of Censors—one on the second Monday in 
May and the other on the second Monday in November, and 
that a temporary licentiate may have his license extended six 
months, upon satisfactory evidence being furnished the Secre- 
tary of this Board; that it is impossible for him to attend the 
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next meeting of the Board of Censors, and on recommendation 
of both Censors of his district, 

Resolved, That the Legislative Committee of this Board is 
hereby instructed ` “to present the foregoing amendment to the 
next Legislature. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the Board adjourned until 9 o'clock 
A. M, to-morrow. 


SECOND DAY. 
APRIL 3, 1883. 


The Board met at 9 o'clock, the President in the chair. 
Present: Drs. Taylor, Kittrell, Hill, Bennett, Wright, Hyer, 
Kells and Rice. 

Dr. Rice was requested to act as Secretary in the absence of 
the Secretary. 

The following, offered by Dr. Kittrell, was adopted : 

WmurnEas, The intelligent interest manifested throughott 
the country in sanitary “affairs affords gratifying evidence of 
the fact that popular sympathy and support have at last been 
enlisted in the great cause of preventive medicine; and 

WHEREAS, This result is due, in a great degree, to the self- 
sacrificing labors of publie-spirited citizens, not members of the 
medical profession; 

Resolved, 'That itis eminently proper that Boards of Health 
should publicly acknowled£e the value of the services of those 
earnest and faithful workers who serve the cause of sanitary 
science, without hope of fee or reward other than the approval . 
of their own consciences and the promotion of the public 
welfare; ` g 

Resolved, That it affords us especial pleasure to recognize in 
the New Orleans Auxiliary Sanitary Association, a prominent 
and well organized body of sanitarians, composed of many 
private citizens and some members of the medical profession, 
who, by their harmonious co-operation, have merited the public 
confidence and support on account of arduous sanitary services, 
which have been characterized by intelligence, efficiency, pro- 
bity and patriotie zeal; 

Resolved, That a copy ọf the above preamble and resolutions 
be transmitted to the New Orleans Auxiliary Sanitary Asso- 
ciation. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the Secretary was instructed to 
consuit the Attorney General as to the legality of a license 
issued to a person who has been examined by and received a 
favorable endorsement from a Board of Censors of a district 
of which the person is not a resident. 

On motion, the Board adjourned. 


MississipeI STATE Boarp or HEALTH. 18 
FIRST DAY. 
JACKSON, Miss., May 1, 1883. 


The State Board of Health met at 10 o'clock A. m., the 
President, Dr. F. W. Dancy, in the chair. There were present: 
Drs. Hyer, Rice, Hill, Kells, Wright, Blanks, Kittrell, Moore, 
Toombs and Johnston. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes of the preceding meet- 
ing was dispensed with. 

The Executive Committee submitted a report for the year 
1882, and up to for 1883, which was adopted. 

On motion, Drs. Hyer, Hill and Johnston were appointed a 
committee to revise the Quarantine Rules of the Board. 

By Ri Dr. Hyer, Dr. Kittrell was appointed on the 
committee'n his place. ° 

The Board proceeded to nominate Chief Health Officers of 
counties to fill vacancies. 

‘Panola County—Dr. F. G. Dula, of Sardis, was nominated, 
vice Dr, A. I. Ellis, deceased. 

Washington County—Dr. S. R. Dunn, of Greenville, was 
nominated, vice Dr. R. S. Toombs, who resigned on account of 
being appointed a member of this Board. 

Yazoo County—Dr. W. B. Thomason was nominated, vice 
Dr. R. L. Dunn, resigned. 

DeSoto County— Dr. T. Jones, vice Dr. J. H. P. Westbrook, 
resigned. 

Dr. Hyer was appointed a committee to confer with the Gov- 
ernor and Attorney General in regard to the power of the 
Board to use a part of its appr opriation to assist in conducting 
an inspection service uader the auspices of the Sanitary Coun- 
cil of the Mississippi Valley, in case it becomes necessary. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 5 o'clock P. m. 


A 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 

Board met at 5 o'clock, the President in the chair. 

. John Rhodes was nominated for Chief Health Officer of 
Hinds county. 

The Secretary requested that a committee be appointed to 
examine his book and vouchers, and on motion of Dr. Hyer 
the first day of the next meeting was fixed as the time for the 
examination of the book and vouchers, by a committee to be 
appointed at this meeting. Committee: Drs. Kittrell and 
Moore. 

Dr. Hyer, who was appointed a committee to confer with the 
Governor and Attorney General in regard to the power of the 
Board to use a part of its appropriation to assist in conducting 
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an inspection service under the auspices of the Sanitary Coun- 
cil of tke Mississippi Valley, made a report. 

On motion, Dr. Hyer was requested to address a communica- 
tion to the Governor on the subject. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the number of questions to be asked 
applicants for license by ‘the Boards of Censors was changed to 
eight, instead of as now provided by the rules of the Board. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until to-morrow morring. 


SECOND DAY. 
May 2d, 1883. 


The Board met at 11 o'clock a. w. The President, Dr. 
Dancy in the Chair.. Present: Drs. Kittrell, Toombs, Kells, 
Hyer, Rice, Wright, Hill, Moore, and Johnston. 

A ballot being taken for President of the Board, for the en- 
suing year, resulted in the election of Dr. J. M. Taylor. 

The following Executive Committee was elected for the en- 
suing year: Drs. Kells, Rice. and Johnston; Dr. Johnston 
was designated as Chairman. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Hill, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the State Board of Health se 
due and are hereby tendered to its retiring President, Dr. F 
W. Dancy, for his uniform courtesy, kindness and impar tiality 
in presiding over the deliberations of this body during the past 

twelve months. 

’ The Secretary read a communication from Dr. J. A. Mead, 
Secretary of the Hancock County Board of Health, asking 
aid to enable them to conduct a Sea Coast quarantine. The 
Secretary wus instructed to reply that the Board was unable to 
assist them, as the Attorney-General was of the opinion that - 
the appropriation of the Board could not be used for such 
purpose, and that the law of 1877, relating to the counties of 
Hancock and Harrison, was still in force and this Board has 
no jurisdiction over sea-coast quarantine in those counties. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That in case yellow fever should ‘make its appear- 
ance in the State of Louisiana during this season, aud it be- 
comes necessary to establish quarantine against that State, in 
the absence of inspections in that State by either the National 
Board of Health or Sanitary Council of the Mississippi Valley, 
this Board will recognize the certificates of the Louisiana 
State Board of Health up to the time when it shall be deemed 
necessary to enforce the full rules of this Board. 

The Secretary read a communication from the Secretary of 
` the Jackson County Board of Health, stating what assistance 
that Board would need from the State Board to assist them in 
conducting their sea-coast quarantine during this season, and 
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on motion of Dr. Hyer, $1200.00, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, was allowed them. 
On motion, the Board adjourned. 


JACKSON, Miss., November 22d, 1883. 


The State Board of Health met at 10:30 o'clock, a. m. * There 
were present: Drs. Toombs, Bennett, Hyer, Sale, Rice, Kells, 
Kittrell, ‘Moore, and Johnston. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent, on motion of Dr. Rice, Dr. Kells was called to the Chair. 

The minutes of the meetings of April and May were read 
and approved. 

On motion of Dr. Sale, Drs. Hyer, Rice and Toombs were 
appointed a committee to wait upon the Governor, in regard to 
bills and certificates now in his hands for approval. The com- 
mittee reported that the Governor would approve the certifi- - 
cates. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting to examine the 
book and vouchers of the Secretary, submitted the following 
report, which was received and adopted : 

The undersigned, the special committee appointed to ex- 
amine the accounts and vouchers of Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secre- 
tary of the State Board of Health, would respectfully report, 
that they have discharged the duty assigned them; and that 
they find the books of the Secretar y neatly and carefully "kept, 
and the accounts and vouchers correct. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed,) BENJ. F. KITTRELL, 
J. P. MOORE. 


On motion of Dr. Toombs, the Board adjourned ‘until 3:30 
o'clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 4 o’clock P. m., Dr. Kellsin the Chair. 


On motion of Dr. Moore, it was resolved, that the policy of 
the Board in regard to small-pox heretofore pursued shall be 
continued. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, it was resolved, that hereafter vac- 
cine virus will be furnished to infected localities only, through 
the Inspectors of this Board or the Chief Health ‘officers of 
counties. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, the Board adopted the rules of the 
Executive Committee in relation to small- “pox in Warren 
county, and Dr. Rice was instructed to continue to enforce 
them. 
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The following, offered by Dr. Sale, were adopted: 

WHEREAS, The members of the State Board of Health of 
Mississippi, having heard with profound regrét of the death of 
the excellent gentleman and world renowned gynecological 
surgeon, Dr. J. Marion Sims, be it 

Resolved, That it is but a fitting tribute to his memory to 
express, officially, our admiration for his general character and 
recognition of his great skill as a surgeon, and the weighty 
debt of gratitude we share in common “with the profession as 
a whole for the almost entire revolution he wrought in the 
surgical treatment of diseases of females. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the minutes 
and a copy be sent to his family. 

The following, offered by Dr. Hyer, was adopted: 

Resolved, That this Board reiterate the resolutions passed 
atiis April meeting relative to the National Board, and the 
Secretary is instr ucted to send a copy of the same to Senators 
Lamar and George and call their attention to them. 

The Secretary informed the Board of the resignation of Dr. 
J. A. Long, Chief Health officer of Tate county; whereupon, 
Dr. J. L. ‘Roseborough, of Senatobia, was nominated for the 
office. 

On motion, the Board adjourned. 


LU 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


. FOR THE YEAR 1882, AND TO MAY isr, 1883. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Heulth: 


We have the honor to submit the following report of the 
work of this Committee for the year 1882, and up to May Ist, 
1883: 


SMALL-POX. 


As small-pox was prevailing to a considerable extent through- 
out the country, and it was thought our State was in danger, 
and as the Board was without money to enable us to adopt any 
measures of prevention, the following communication was 
addressed to His Excellency, Governor Lowry : 


JANUARY, 10th, 1882. 
Gov. Robert Lowry: 


Dear Sir cutive Committee of the State Board 
of Health, have the honor to state, that in view of the wide- 
spread and increasing prevalence of small-pox in the United 
States, and the danger of its introduction within the borders 
of our own State, thought it proper to invite vour attention to 
the importance of some legislation relating thereto. 

‘We especially desire to make known to you tlie fact that at 
this time the State Board of Health is without means to put 
into* effect, any measures of prevention that may be deemed 
necessary in this emergency, and would respectfully suggest. 
that the Legislature be requested to appropriate a sufficient 
sum to enable us to act efficiently should the necessity arise. 

We would also suggest for your careful consideration the 
necessity for an appropriation for the purchase of vaccine virus 
in quantity sufficient to insure a general vaccination of the 
people, and more particularly those. wW ho : are unable, to pay for 
this protection. 

Very respectfully yours, 


WIRT JOHNSTON, 
RoBrnT KELLS, 
C. A. Rice, 


The Gover.or promptly sent a message to the Legislature 


calling ‘attention to the subject, and that Lody made an appro 
2 ° - 
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priation of $5000.00 for the purpose, which was approved on 
January 23d, 1882. 

In anticipation of the passage of the Act making the appro- 
priation, on January 18th, we telegraphed an order for virus. 

The Board having decided at a special meeting held on Jan- 
uary 16th, 1882, that it was inexpedient to quarantine the State 
against small-pox on account of its great expense, as if was 
probable it would have to be maintained for a considerable 
period, the Committee have confined their efforts- to the pre- 
vention of the spread of the disease when it has been introduced 
into the State, by means of vaccination, the isolation of cases 
and disinfection, and it affords us pleasure to say that these 
measures have afforded satisfactory results. 

The Committee decided to not assume charge of infected 
localities where only a few cases of small-pox should occur, as 
it was thought the local authorities could manage a small 
number of cases, but when the spread of the disease should 
render it necessary, to assume ¢harge of the locality and pay 
for inspectors, guards, vaccine virus and disinfectants. It was 
also decided that as our law relates only to the prevention of 
disease that we would in no case pay for medical services to 
the sick, for nurses or medicine, or furnish subsistence for the 
sick. 

The following circular on the restriction and prevention of 
stnall-pox was distributed to the Chief Health Officers of 
counties: 


RESTRICTION AND PREVENTION OF SMALL-POX. 


The prevalence of small-pox in many places in this country, 
and the danger of the spread of the disease to our own State, 
calls for a word of warning, and advice from those who have 
been constituted the guardians ot the public health. 


SMALL-POX IS PRE-EMINENTLY A PREVENTABLE DISEASE. 


It is preventable because we possess the means by which we 
may reasonably expect to keep it from our homes, and from 
our community. It never visits either. except as th ose means 
known to be able to prevent it have been neglected. 

We urge upon Health Officers, upon the constituted author- 
ities of every county, town or village, and especially upon phy- 
sicians, to institute such measures as wili serve to prevent the 
disease, and in case it should be introduced, to stay its pro- 
gress. The measures to be instituted are: 


VACCINATION AND RE-VACCINATION. 


But to secure this protection three conditions must be care- 
fully observed: 


a 
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First. The virus must be pure and vigorous. 

Second. The operation must be skillfully and properly per- 
formed. 

Third. Re-vaccination must be frequently practiced to test 
the returning susceptibility of the system to the small-pox 
contagion. 

By a strict and universal observance of these rules, itis 
believed that small-pox might be stamped out of existence. 
To neglect such rules is to endanger not only the life of him 
who neglects them, but also the lives of those with whom he 
associates. There can be no valid excuse for such neglect. 

With regard to, re-vaccination the facts are, that a certain 
number of persons are protected for life by one vaccination, 
while the protection of others extends to but a limited and 
variable period. Hence, as we are without the power to dis- 
tinguish between these classes, re-vaccination is as essential as 
a primary operation. 

ISOLATION. 


Thoroughly isolate every case that may occur, and kéep it so 
isolated until all danger that the disease can be communicated 
is passed. A pest-house remote from habitations should be pro- 
vided for the treatment of cases; but if the patients be kept 
in à private house it is better that the uppermost rooms of the 
house be used for the purpose. Every person in the vicinity 
should be a£ once vaccinated without regard to any previous 
operation. - : 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR DISINFECTION, 
L—DISINFEOTANTS TO BE EMPLOYED. 


l. Roll-sulphur (brimstone) for fumigation. 

2. Sulphate of iron (copperas) dissolved in water in the pro- 
portion of one and a half pounds to the gallon; for soil, 
sewers, etc. 

3. Sulphate of zinc and common salt dissolved together in 
water in the proportions of four ounces sulphate and two 
ounces salt to the gallon ; for clothing, bed-linen, etc. 


Notr.—Carbolic acid is not included in the above list, for the following 
reasons: Itis very difficult to determine the quality of the commercial 
article, and the purchaser can never be certain of securing it of proper 
strength; it is expensive, when of good quality, and experience has shown 
that it must. be employed in comparatively large quantities to be of any 
use ; it is liable, by its strong odor, to give a false sense of security. 


IL—HOW TO USE DISINFECTANTS. 


1. In the sick-room. The most available agents are fresh 
air and cleanliness. The clothing, towels, bed- linen, etc., 
should, on removal from the patient, and before they are taken 
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from the room, be placed in a pail or tub of the zinc solution, 
boiling hot if possible. 

All discharges shoulda either be received in vessels contain- 
ing copperas solution, or, when this is impracticable, should 
be immediately covered with copperas solution. All vessels used 
about the patient should be cleansed with the same solution. 

Unnecessary furniture—especially that which is stuffed— 
carpets and hangings, should, when possible, be removed from 
the room at the outset ; otherwise, they should remain for sub- 
sequent fumigation and treatment. 

2. Fumigation with sulphur is the only practicable method 
for disinfecting the house. For this purpose, the rooms to be 
disinfected must be vacated. Heavy clothing, blankets, bed- 
ding, and other articles which cannot be treated with zinc so- 
lution, should be opened and exposed during fumigation, as 
directed below. Close the rooms as tightly as possible, place 
the sulphur in iron pans supported upon bricks placed in wash- 
tubs containing a little water, set it on fire by hot coals or 
with the aid of a spoonful of alcohol, and allow the room to 
remain closed for twenty-four bours. For a room about ten 
feet square, at least two pounds of sulphur should be used; 
for larger rooms, proportionally increased quantities. 

3. Premises.—Cellars, vards, stables, gutters, privies, cess- 
pools, water-closets, drains, sewers, etc., should be frequently 
and liberally treated with copperas solution. The copperas 
solution is easily prepared by hanging a basket containing 
about sixty pounds of copperas in a barrel of water. 

4. Body and bed clothing, etc.—It is best to burn all articles 
which have been in contact with persons sick with contagions 
or infectious diseases. Articles too valuable to be destroyed, 
should be treated as fellows: 

(a.) Cotton, linen, flannels, blankets, ete., should be treated 
with the boiling-hot zine solution; introduce piece by piece; 
secure thorough wetting, and boil for at least half an hour. 

(b.) Heavy woolen clothing, silks, furs, stuffed bed-covers, 
beds and other articles which cannot be treated with the zine 
solution, should be hung in the room during their fumigation, 
their surfaces thoroughly exposed, and pockets turned inside 
ouf. Afterward they should be hung in the open air, beaten 
an shaken. Pillows, beds, stuffed mattresses, upholstered 
furniture, ete., should be cut open, the contents spread out 
and thoroughly fumigate!. Carpets are best fumigated on the 
floor, but should aftcrwards be removed to the open air and 
thoroughly beaten. 


5. Corpses should be thoroughly washed with a zine solu- 
tion of double strength; should then be wrapped in a sheet 
wet with the zine solution and buried at once. Metallic, 
inetul-Hined, or air-tight coffins should be used when possible. 

Attention is invited to the following Sanitary Rules of the 
Mississippi State Board of Health, adopted in April, 1880: 
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Rue 18.—Ary house-holder in whose dwelling there shall 
occur a case of cholera, yellow fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria 
or small-pox, shall immediately notify the Chief Health Offi- 
cer of the county, or the Municipal Board of Health if it be 
in an incorporated town and there is such a Board, and, until 
instructions are received from one of the above named health 
authorities, shall not permit any clothing or other property 
that may have been exposed to infection, to be removed from 
the house, nor shall any oecupant take up residence eisewhere 
without the consent of the health authorities. 

Roxie 14.—Any physician who may be called to a case of 
any of the diseases specified in the foregoing rule, shall at once 
report such case to the Chief Health Officer of the county, or 
` the Municipal Board of Health, if it be an incorporated town, 
and there is such a Board, and receive instructions in regard 
thereto ; and whenever there shall come under the observation 
of any physieian such number of cases of measles, typhoid 
fever, dysentery, whooping-cough, or cerebro-spinal meningi- 
tis as, in his opinion, to justify the ,belief that an epidemic 
thereof is’ threatened or exists, he shall at once report the 

same to the local health authorities, with such suggestions, in 
regard, thereto, as may seem to him best. 

Rue 15.—No person or article liable to propagate a danger- 
ous disease, shall be brought within any county, city, town or 
village without the special consent and direction of the Chief 
Health Officer of the county, or the Municipal Board of Health, 
if it be an incorporated town and there is such a Board; and 
whenever it shall come to the knowledge of any person thai 
such person or article has been brought within such limits, he 
shall immediately give notice thereot to the Chief Health Offi- 
cer of the county, or the Municipal Board of Health, together 
with the loeation thereof. 

RunE16.—No person sick with any diseases specified in 
Rule 13 shall be removed at any time except by permission 
and under direction of the Chief Health Officer of the county, 
or the Municipal Board of Health, if it be an incorporated 
town and there is such a Board. 

Rutt 17.—Persons affected with any diseases specified in 
Rule 18, and all articles infected by the same, shall be imme- 
diately separated from all persons Jiable to contract or commu- 
nieaté the disease, and none but physicians, nurses and the 
clergyman of the family shall be allowed access to persons 
sick with these diseases ; and these persons, in the case of yel- 
low fever, small-pox or scarlatina, after having visited such 
sick, shall not leave the premises ‘or mix with other persons 
until they change their clothing ina pure atmosphere, or are 
thoroughly disinfected. 

Rue 18.—Persons recovering from any of the diseases 
specified in the preceding rules, and their nurses shall not 
leave the premises till they have been thoroughly bathed, and 
their clothing disinfected. 
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Reve 19.—Houses in which yellow fever, cholera, or small- 
pox have occurred, shall be subjected to sulphurous fumiga- 
tion. 

We have received and distributed 33,400 points of virus, tae 
first lots of which were sent to the various counties in propor- 
tion to population, mainly through the Chief Health Officers 
in counties where there was such an officer, and in those where 
there was no such officer, through the Chancery Clerks. Sub- 
sequently the virus was sent to localities where there was the 
greatest demand on account of exposure to small-pox. When 
the special appropriation made by the Legislature was ex- 
hausted and virus was procured out of the appropriation made 
in section — of our general law, which gives us power to en- 
force the necessary rules at infected localities to prevent the 
spread of disease, it was only sent to infected counties or those 
in proximity to infected localities. 

The following circular was sent to Chief Health Officers of 
counties, and with unimportant modifieations, to Presidents of 
Boards of Supervisors and municipal Boards of Health: 
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Jackson, January 20, 1882. 


To the Chief Health Officers of Counties: 


In view of the wide-spread and increasing prevalence of 
small-pox in the United States, the State Board of Health 
deems it of tne greatest importance that every person in the 
State should be vaccinated or re-vaccinated if previously vacci- 
nated, and we urge upon you the importance of using every 
effort to induce the people to resort to this means of prevention. 
There ean be no doubt of its protective influence, and there is 
no valid reason for its neglect. No one can tell when a case 
may océur in their vicinity, and it is much the best to be pre- 
pared for an emergency of this sort. There should beno delay 
in the matter, and the sooner every person is vaccinated, the 
safer they and their families and friends can feel. ' 

The Legislature of our State has wisely and liberally made 
an appropriation for the purchase of virus, and some animal 
virus, thus procured, is sent you—enough it is hoped to enable 
you, by the selection, first, of healthy and unvaccinated sub- 
jects, to secure a sufficient quantity to supply the demands of 
your county, which it is expected you willsupply gratuitously. 

It is hoped and expected that you will, in your capacity as 
Chief Health Officer, vaccinate gratuitously those who are in- 
digent or unable to pay tor the operation. 

We would be glad if you will keep a record of the vaccina- 
tions performed in your county, so as to be able to report to us 
on blanks which will be furnished you, the number vaccinated, 
-whether a primary or re-vaccination, and the result. No doubt 
the physicians in your county, if requested, would report their 
vaccinations to you. 
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Tt i is also deemed important by the State Board that measures 
should be instituted in every county, town and village in the 
State to prevent the introduction of the disease. 

No person sick with the disease, or that has been exposed to 
it, and no articie liable to propagate the disease, should be 
admitted. 

We would suggest the strictest surveillance over railroad 
trains at places on the railroad, and over water crafts at places 
on the river, to prevent any dangerous person or thing from 
being put off. 

Another matter to which we wish to cali your attention is 
the importance of thoroughly and effectually isolating any case 
of the disease that may occur, for in this would rest the safety 
of those who are unprotected. A pest-house, remote from habi- 
tations, should, if possible, be provided. Any expense grow- 
' ing out of quarantine must be met by the county or municipal 
authorities, and before taking any aotion of this sort, you 
should consult your Board of Supervisors, or in the case'of in- 
corporated towns, the municipal officers. 

A copy of the Sanitary Rules of this Board is sent you, and 
your attention is especially invited to rules . 18, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18 and 19, which bear on this subject. 

If a case of the disease should occur, please have the kind- 
ness to promptly report it to this Board. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 
Secretary Mississippi State Board of Health. 


The following circular was als» issued to the medie sal profes- 
sion of the State: 


OrricE or Mississrpp1 STATE BOARD or HEALTH, 
Jackson, January 23, 1882. 


To the Medical Profession of the State of Mississippi: 


GENTLEMEN—In view of the fact of the wide spread preva- 
lance of small-pox in the United States, the State Board of 
Health deems it of the greatest importanee that every person 
in the State should be vaccinated, or re-vaccinated in case of a 
previous vaccination, and we urge upon you the importance of 
using every effort to induce the people to resort to this means 
of prevention. There can be no doubt of its protective influ-- 
ence, and there is no valid reason for its neglect. There should: 
be no delay in the matter, and the sooner every person is vac- 
cinated, the safer they and their families and friends can feet. 
We will be glad if you will keep a record of the vaccinations 
made by you, so that you may be able to report the numbey, 
whether primary or re-vaccinations. and the result. 
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We also request that if a case of the disease should come to 
your knowledg , that you will promptly report it to the proper 
councy and town authorities, aud also to this office. 

We recognize the fact that this work cannot be done without 
your assistance and co-operation, and believing that you fully 
appreciate the importance of the undertaking, we appeal to you 
individually, with confidence, as members of a profession which 

-has ever shown iiself foremost in all works of philanthropy 
and labors of science, for that support, that co-operation and 
personal interest in the work which will in itself bea guarantee 
of its success. Very respectfully, yours, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


Printed directions for using the virus were sent out with it 
as distributed. 

As shown by the reports received cascs of small-pox have 
occurred iu the State du:ing 1882, and up to the time covered 
by this report, in twenty-four counties, as follows: DeSoto, 
Panola, Bolivar, Coalioma, Pike, Tathahatchie, Leflore, Holmes, 
Warren, Rankin, Washington, Copiah, Lowndes, Wilkinson, 
Lauderdale, Cisiborne, Lincoln, Adams, Neshoba, Hinds, 
Monroe, Madison, unica, Noxubee and Hancock. <A total 
of about 570 cases were reported to us. 

Where an extensive outbreak of tne disease has occurred it 
has been the rule to place an inspector in charge and to employ 
guards both on foot and mounted, when necessary to secure 
the isolation of cases. Disinfection has been applied and virus 
has been furnished in sufficient quantities to vaccinate not only 
those directly exposed, but also persons within a considerable 

radius of the disease. 

We have assumed control and had inspectors and guards on 
duty in the following counties: DeSoto (two outbreaks at dit. 
ferent times), Panola, Coahoma, Bolivar, Pike, Tallahatchie, 
Leflore; IIolmes and Warren. 

W here only a few cases have occurred it has been left to the 
local authorities to isolate the cases, but we have in all instances 
supplied virus liberally. 

While the enforcement of these preventive measures has 
necessarily been attended with considerable expense, we are 
firmly of the opinion that but for them this loathsome disease 
would have spread over a considerable portion of our State and 
been attended with not only'great loss of life, but also large 
pecuniary losses. Atone time, in fact, we were fearful that it 
would overleap the barriers thrown around it and the greater 
portion of the Mississippi-Yazoo delta in our State would be- 
come infected. We believe the money thus expended could 
not have been applied to a cause of more benefit to the public. 

Reports of the disease in the following counties are herewith 
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submitted: DeSoto, Coahoma, Bolivar, Pike, Tallahatchie and 
Leflore, Holmes, Warren, Rankin, Washington, Copiah, Wil- 
kinson and Lowndes. 

+ Full reports have not been received from the other counties 


that have been infected. A 


QUARANTINE. 


Having no outfit for Quarantine Stations, and deeming it 
very necessary to be prepared to establish stations at once in 
case of emergency, we proceeded, early in July, after consult- 
ing the Governor, to purchase the necessary tents and other 
articles for the full equipment of three Quarantine Stations. 
We will state in this connection that a case of yellow fever, 
coming from Havana, had been reported in the city of New 
Orleans in the latter part of June. 

On July 9, 1882, we received a telegram from Dr. T. J. 
Turner, Secretary of the Nationai Board of Health, to the 
effect that all work of that Board was ordered to be ready for 
closing by the fifteenth instant, and also a telegram from Dr. 
Fayette Dunlap, Superintendent of the Mississippi River In- 
spection Service, saving that inspections on the Mississippi 
River, under the direction of the National Board of Health, 
would elosé on the fifteenth instant. This action on the part 
of the National Board, it was supposed, was due to the want of 
funds to carry on the service. It was thought if the inspection 
service of the National Board was discontinued, as announced, 
our State would be left exposed to the introduction of yellow 
fever, and therefore, on July 12, the following resolutions were 
adopted by the committee: . 

Resolved, That in consequence of orders having been issued 
for the Inspection Service of the National Board of Health to 
be discontinued on the 15th inst., it has become necessary for 
this Committee to establish a system of inspections in order 
to guard against the introduction of yellow fever. 

Resolved, That Inspecting Stations be established as soon as ~” 
practicable at Osyka, Fort Adams and Vicksburg, which shall 
be conducted in accordance with such rules as may be adopted 
by this Committee, subject to the approval of the Governor. 

Subsequently a telegram was received from the Secretary of 
the National Board of Health, saying that that Board had de-^ 
cided to continue its Inspection Service: therefore, our Stations 
were not put in operation as was contemplated in the preceding 
resolutions, 

On August 2d, 1882, we received a telegram from Dr. Joseph 
Jones, President of the Louisiana State Board of Health, in- 
forming us that a case of yellow fever had died in the city of 
New Orleans the previous night. and upon making inquiry, we 
were informed by Dr. Jones, that the patient was a resident of 
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that city. On August 11th, we received another telegram from 
Dr. Jones, informing us of another case of yellow feverin New 
Orleans, a person who had resided in that city two and a half 
months. 

Iu aceordanee*with the following resolutions of the Board, 
adopted on July 24th, we proceeded to establish quarantine 
against New Orleans: 

Resolved, That whenever two or more cases of yellow fever 
shall have originated in New Orleans, Mobile or any other place 
contiguous to our borders, that a thorough system of quaran- 
tine will be established, at once, against such places, by this 
Board. 

Resolved, That should there arise anv circumstances of dan- 
ger of epidemic invasion not covered by the foregoing resolu- 
tions, the Executive Committee is hereby authorized to adopt 
such measures of inspection and quarantine protection as they 
may deem prudent and proper. 

It was decided to establish stations at Osyka, on the Illinois 
Central Railroad, and at Fort Adams on the Mississippi River. 
It was also decided to employ a Quarantine Otlicer, a Sanitary 
Policeman and a cook at each of the stations. Dr. W. F. 
Hyer was appointed Quarantine Officer at the Osyka Station, 
and Dr. J. F. Therrel at the Fort Adams Station. 

It was-not regarded as necessary to enforce the regular quar- 
antiae rules of the Board at these stations, as the danger was 
not thought to be very great, and the following modified rules 
were adopted : 


MODIFIED RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


TO BE ENFORCED AND OBSERVED UNTIL OTHERWISE ORDERED, 
AT QUARANTINE STATIONS AT THE LIMITS OF THE STATE, 
TO PREVENT THE INTRODUCTION OF DISEASE 
FROM AN ADJOINING STATE. 


l. Every train coming from the direction of an infected 
locality, or from the direction of the connection of the railroad 
with such loeality, shall stop at the station and be inspected, 
and obtain a certificate in aecordance with Form No. 1. 


Form No. 1l. 


[i hereby certify that train No. ——, ——-——- Conductor, 
from , has complied with all the rules and regulations 
of the Mississippi State Board of Health, relating to trains 
entering this State. 

Station on — — R. R, near ——————4 

Date, ————. ——— — —, Otlicer. ] 
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In case of suspected infection of a passenger car, ora 
Tn car, such ear, including all the upholstery, cushions, 
curtains, mattresses, etc., shall be thoroughly disinfected, 
under the supervision of an officer of this Board, and shall be 
exposed to the open air for at least fifteen days before it will 
be permitted to enter this tate. In case of suspected infec- 
tion of a box or flat car, such car shall be disinfected and ex- 
posed to the open air for at least five days before it will be 
permitted to enter this State. Any ear, however, will be per 
mitted to return instead of undergoing detention. 

9. No passenger, railroad employ ee, or other person coming 
from the direction of an infected locality or the direction of 
the railroad connection with such locality, destined for a point 
in this State, will be permitted to enter this State unless they 
produce satisfactory .evidence that they are not from an 
infected locality, or if from such locality a certificate from an 
inspector or officer of the National Board of Health that they 
have not been exposed to infection. 

. 4. No person from an infected locality destined for a point 
in this State will be admitted into this State unless they pro- 
duce a certificate from an inspector or officer of the National 
Board of Health that they have not been exposed to infection, 
or until fifteen days have elapsed since their departure from 
such locality and,they and their baggage have been disinfected. 

5. Persons from an infected locality, or that have been: 
exposed to infection, holding a certificate from a health officer 
recognized by this Board, that a certain time has elapsed since 
they left such locality, or were exposed to infection, will have 
such time credited to them. 

6. No person sick with yellow fever, or a ee suspicious 
in its character, shall enter this State. 

7. Persons from an infected locality, after complying with 
these rules and regulations, will be permitted to bring into 
this State as baggage only wearing apparel. 

8. No freight ‘from an infected place will begpermitted to be 
brought to any place in this State unless it is accompanied by 
a certificate of an inspector or officer of the National Board 
of Health, that it has not been exposed to infection. 

9. No steamboat or other water craft, coming from the 
direction of an infected place, that does not stop at the quar- 
antine station and be inspected and obtain a certificate in 
accordance with Form No. 2, shall land at or communicate 
with any point in this State. 


Form No. 2. 


[I hereby certify that I have this day inspected Steamboat 
(or otlrer water craft) —, whereof is Master, bound 
from to , trip No. , and find that the sani- 
tary condition of the boat is good, that she has on board no 
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person, baggage, mail matter, or freight in violation of the 
rules of this Board; that she has on board — cabin pas- 


sengers; ———— deck passengers; ———— officers; ———— men 

and crew, all of whom have been inspected, are now free from 

fever. -— , Officer. 
Date ————. ] 


10. No infected steamboat or other water craft shall land at 
or communicate with any place in this State. In case she has’ 
on board a person sick with yellow fever, or a fever suspicious 
in its character, destined for a place in this State, such person 
may if they choose be removed to the quarantine station for 
treatment. 

ll. No person, train of cars or steamboat or other water 
craft, holding a certificate in accordance with the provisions 
of these rules, shall be interfered with by any local system of 
quarantine, unless it subsequently transpires that such person, 
train of cars, or steamboat or other water craft have obtained 
admission into the State by deception or are dangerous vo the 
publie health. 

12. It shall be the duty of the quarantine officers to take 
the responsibility of applying such additional measares as may 
be deemed indispensable for the protection of the publie 
health. In case such additional measures are applied, the fact 
shall be reported to the State Board of health at once, giving, 
at the same time, the reasons therefor. : 

189. Any person violating these rules and regulations shall, 
on convietion, be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars, or imprisonment for not more than six 
months in the county jail; and every person or thing shall be 
forcibly ‘detained to compel observance of them; and anything 
seized under these rules shall, if necessary, be sold to cover 
the expenses of dealing with it. 

Approved August 14, 1582. 
"ROBERT LOWRY, Governor. 


All passengers coming into this State by rail will be expected 
to exhibit their tickets to the quarantine officer. 

In this connection we will state that the rules relating to 
passengers were not enforced until a later date through failure 
of the National Board of Health to make the necessary inspec- 
tions in New Orleans. . 

Thé Fort Adams Station was established on August 14th, 
and the Osyka Station on August 15th. 

On August 31st, we received a telegram from Dr. E. F. Grif- 
fin, President of the Jackson County Board of Health, advis- 
ing us to issue a quarantine order against Pensacola, at which 
place an epidemic of yellow fever prevailed, and stated that 
his county was exposed. On the same day we issued the fol- 
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lowing order which was telegraphed to Mr. J. T. Harrahan, 
Superintendent of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad: “Your 
road is prohibited from bringing any passenger, baggage or 
freight from Pensacola within the ‘bounds of Mississippi.” 
We also telegraphed Dr. Griffin asking if he did not think it 
advisable for us to establish a quarantine station in his county 
on the L. & N. R. R., nearthe Alabama line. He replied that 
it was advisable to do so, and we at once proceeded to pur- 
chase, through Dr. Griffin, an outfit for the station, which 
went into operation on.September 7th. 


On August 31st, we received a communication from Dr. J. 
H. Blanks, of Meridian, a member of the State Board of 
Health, in which he stated that five men from Pensacola 
passed through Meridian the previous night and that others 
might come. He suggested that we should take some action in 
the matter. We telegraphed Dr. Blanks that if he thought it 
necessary we would establish a quarantine station in his county 
on the Alabama line. The following order was made and Dr. 
Blanks was requested to telegraph it to the authorities of rail- 
roads that might bring infection: ‘‘Your road is prohibited 
from bringing any passengers, baggage or freight from Pensa- 
cola within the bounds of Mississippi." While arrangements : 
were being made to establish'a station in Lauderdale county, 
it was ascertained that the Siate of Alabama had established 
a quarantine against Pensacola which it was thought would 
protect our State, and having received a communication from 
Dr. Blanks to this effect, we decided to not establish the 
station. 

The quarantine "stations at Osyka and Fort Adams were 
continued until September 30th, in accordance with the follow- 
ing resolution of the Board, adopted at a meeting on Septem- 
ber 12th: 

WmuenEAS, Yellow fever prevails epnidemically at Havana, 
Brownsville, Matamoras and Pensacola, and isliable to extend 
to this State by way of New Orleans especially, owing to the 
lax and inefficient system of inspection and quarantine obtain- 
ing at that port as signally evidenced iu the wellknown 
Forbes case-—- 

Resolved, That our present inspection stations be continued 
under the modified quarantine regulations, framed hy our Ex- 
ecutive Committee, until the first of October, unless yellow 
fever should threaten to become epidemic in New Orleans, in 
which event our regular quarantine rules shall be strictly 
enforced. 


The quarantine station in Jackson county against Porok 
was not closed until November 5th, as it was not thought safe 
to do so until that time. 


The reports of the quarantine officers at these stations are 
herewith submitted. 
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Report of Dr. W. F. Hyer, Inspector of Quarantine Sta- 
tion at. Osyka, Miss., 1882. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health: 
DeEaR Sir—The quarantine station at Osyka, according to 
instructions from your office, went into operation on the 15th 
day of August, at 12 o'clock m., and was closed on the 30th 
day of September. The inspection service was conducted 
during the whole period without detention to the trains on the 
railroad and without inconvenience to cravel or the demands 
of commerce. During the continuance of the service there 
have been inspected (1652) one thousand six hundred and 
thirty-two persons destined for points in the State of Missis- 
sippi, and (3335) three thousand three hundred and thirty-five 
cars. 
OFFICE oF JACKSON County BOARD or HEALTH. 
Moss Porntr, Miss., Nov. 7th, 1882. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Bourd of Health, Jackson, 
Miss: 


As quarantine officer in charge of the Mississippi quaran- 
tine station at State line, near Grand Bay, Ala., I beg leave to 
report that, in obedience to orders received from the State 
Board through Dr. E. F. Griffin, President of Jackson County 
Board of Health, I repaired on 6th September to the place 
selected by Dr. Griffin and myself, and established the station 
and commenced on the 7th September the inspection of all 
trains from the Eastward, both freight and ‘passenger, and also 
ascertained from Dr. Jerome Cochran, an officer of the Ala- 
bama Board of Health stationed at Whiting, Ala., that 
all mail matter from the direction of Pensacola was thorougly 
disinfected at his station. In ascertaining whether persons 
passing my station on trains were infected or not, I availed 
myself of the inspectors placed on all passenger trains by the 
Jackson County Board of Health and by the Mobile Board of 
Health, the former running on all passenger'trains from Mo- 
bile, Ala., to Ocean Springs, Miss., and the latter from the 
Pensacola junction on L. & N. R. R., vo Scranton, Miss., all 
of whom were vigilant and efficient officers, and I am satisfied 
that iv would have been extremely difficult for any person from 
the infected district to have boarded the train and escaped 
their vigilance. Iam aware that is not in strict accordance 
with the printed regulations of the State Board, but my orders 
` were to comply with those instructions as far as applicable, and 
to have compelled all persons to exhibit written testimony of 
their antecedent whereabouts would bave worked a great hard- 
ship to all the traveling public coming down the Mobile and 
Ohio, Mobile and Montgomery and other railroads and would 
not have been as efficient as the plan adopted. All persons on 
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freight trains have been required to bring certificates setting 
forth that they had not been exposed to infection. 

On the 21st day of September I detained six persons for 
observation, they not being able to account for themselves in 
a satisfactory manner; but after a few days they succeeded in 
producing satisfactory evidence of their sanitary condition 
and were released. The same thing occurred on the 13th of 
October, with the same result. With these exceptions, no 
persons have passed my station, for points in this State, of a 
suspicious character. 

I would beg leave to call the attention of the State Board to 
the fact that although no persons from the infected district 
have been detained, the station has been useful to the citi- 
zens of the State. Iam satisfied that but for these restric- 
tions ‘numbers of persons would have come iato Mississippi 
from Pensacola as they were doing for the few days preceding 
the establishment of quarantine at my station. I will state 
further, in justice and gratitude to Dr. E. F. Griffin, and to 
the Mobile Board of Health, that they have at all times been 
ready to render me any assistance in their power, 

I herewith submit my account, amounting to $414.89; also 
the following: J. W. Ladnier for $80. 00; Harry Andraas 
$30.00; H. Krebs & Son $103.61; also inventory of furniture 
of station, which I have stored in the loft of Dantzler & 
Evans’ store at Moss Point instead of at Scranton as directed. 
My reasons for this change is that there is no public ware- 
house at Seranton and no place where the tents, mattresses, 
etc., would not be ruined by rats. In the place above named 
they will be safe and no charge for their storage made. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. C. Cowan, M. D., 
Quarantine Officer. 


The property that was in use at these stations is stored at 
Osyka, Fort Adams, Moss Point, Vicksburg, Jackson, and two 
tents are in use in Rankin county in connection with the out- 
break of small-pox there. 

In this connection we desire to return our thanks to the 
officials of the railroads on which our stations were estab- 
lished, for acts of courtesy and for their ready acquiescence in 
all measures adopted by us. 

In regard to the quarantine against New Orleans, we will 
state that so far as we know it was no hardship or especial 
inconvenience to public carriers, passengers or shippers ; in 
fact it was simply a system of inspection, but we were in readi- 
ness to make it more rigid if an epidemic had occurred in 
New Orleans, which we had reason to fear would be the case 
as three cases of yellow fever had been reported and two other 
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cases which were regarded as suspicious, as there was a differ- 
ence of opinion among physicians of the city in regard to them. 
We think it is wel! to be in readiness to enforce our regular 
quarantine rales at short notice when cases of yellow fever 
have originated among residents near our State, as we are 
convinced that delay is dangerous, and should we not be in 
readiness, some time would be required to get stations in oper- 
ation. i 


t 


JACKSON COUNTY—SEACOAST QUARANTINE, 


The Seacoast Quarantine at Pascagoula, in Jackson county, 
was established on May 15th, and was contin ued until Novem- 
ber 15th. The following report of the President of the Jack- 
son County Board of Health, of the work of that station, is 
herewith submitted: 


OEFICE Jackson County Boarp or HEALTH, 
Moss Point, Miss., March 20, 1883. 


Fo the Honorable State Board of Health, Jackson, ATiss.: 


The Board of Health of Jackson county submits the follow- 
‘ing report of its operations for the year 1882: 

Quarantine was established on the fifteenth day of May and 
continued until the fifteenth day of November. 

The season opened with every prospect of our having but 
little trouble in ae enting the introduction of epidemic dis- 
eases, as- vellow fever was not prevailing to such an alarming 
extent in Havana and othér points in the West Indies aud Vera 
Cruz as it had the year previous. Matters moved along very 
smoothly and safely in the enforcement of quarantine at our 
port, nót without some apprehension of danger, however, as 
several vessels had arrived at Pensacola with infection on 
board. Still knowing that the authorities there and at the 
Ship Island Statioun, to which they sent their infected vessels, 
were rigid in enforcing Quataiterne cune we felt com- 
paratively secure. 

On the breaking out of yellow fever in the city of Pensacola 
our apprehension of danger was considerably increased, as we 
were in direct communication with that place by rail and hav- 
ing about thirty miles of coast along which small boats from 
Pensacola could land at night without being detected until 
after the act. The Alabama authorities were passing persons 
through that State from Pensacola, and some of them actually 
reached this place on the same train that brought the news of 
the existence of the fever there. This condition of affairs re- 
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quired greater vigilance and exertion, and accordingly we 
placed two inspectors on the trains (one on each train) who, ` 
with the inspectors of the Mobile authorities, were enabled to 
detect any persons coming from Pensacola. 

These precautions, together with the establishment of an 
inspecting station at the State line by your Executive Com- 
mittee, under the supervision of Dr. J. C. Cowan, so important 
and so necessary, enabled us, no doubt, to escape the ravages 
of yellow fever. 

Fifty-one vessels arrived at this port during the quarantine 
season from various ports in the Gulf, West Indies, South 
America, Mexico, Europe and the United States, exclusive of 
the numerous vessels which ply along the Sound. All these 
were visited and were placed in quarantine and disinfected 
when necessary. 

The existence of fever at Pensacola necessitated our Board 
incurring larger expenses than usual, and consequently com- 
pelled us to ask your Executive Committee for an additional 
appropriation, for which we feel grateful. 

Before closing this report we feel constrained to express our 
opinion as to the efficiency, importance and benefit of the Ship 
Island Station to the State of Mississippi and to the Gulf 
States generally. It is ably and well managed and were it 
properly recognized would prove of inestimable value to the 
entire Mississippi Valley. 

Accompanying this is the report of the Secretary and 
Treasurer, Respectfully, 

E. F. GRIFFIN, 
President Jackson County Board of Health. 


+ 


The Jackson County Board having made application for $400 
to assist them in conducting their quarantine at Pascagoula, 
that amount was sent to them by express on July 1. 

Application having been made for $300 additional, that 
amount was sent them by express on October 4. Application 
having been made for $250 additional, it was decided to fur- 
nish them $100, which amount was sent them by express on 


November 1. 
6 £ 


On April 1, 1882, the name of Dr. J. W. ‘Scarborough was 
sent to the Gov ernor for appointment as Chief Health “Officer 
of Attala county, vice Dr. J. M. Lewis, resigned. 

On August 10, 1882, the name of Dr. W. F. Halbert was 
sent for appointment as Chief Health Officer of Issaquena 
county; and the name of Dr. A. H. Smith for appointment as 
Chief Health Officer of Lauderdale county, vice Dr. J. H. 
Blanks, resigned. 

3 
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On August 23, 1882, the name of Dr. E. Latham was sent 
for appointment as Chief Health Officer of Hancock county, 
and on December 19, 1882, the name of Dr. C. Hoover was 
sent for appointment as Chief Health Officer of Pike county; 
and the name of Dr. B. N. Ward for Chief Health Officer of 
Leake county, vice Dr. W. R. Blailock, resigned. 

Respectfally submitted, 
i WIRT JOHNSTON, 
ROBERT KELLS, 
C. A. RICE, 
Executive Committee. 


Report of Dr. C. A. Rice, Supervising Inspector. 


NovEMBER 18th, 1882. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary, Jackson, Miss.: o 


Drar Doctor: As Supervising Inspector for the State 
Board of Health during the past season, I beg to submit the 
following report: 

I went on duty on August 12th; went to New Orleans whére 
'there existed yellow fever, brought by vessel to the port in 
consequence of want of proper stringency and care in quaran- 
tine. There occurred, from first to last, at least five well 
authenticated cases, and I feel confident that the prompt action 
of the State Board of Health of Mississippi in securing inspec- 
tion of persons in New Orleans, coupled with our modified 
quarantine, did cause more vigilance on the part of the health 
authorities at that port, thereby relieving us frum what might 
have been a scourge akin to thatthrough which Pensacola, Fla., 
and Brownsville, Texas, have passed the present year. 

It is bzt right and due to the resident member and’ the 
Supervising Inspector of the National Board of Health at: 
New Orleans to say that they received me with the greatest 
courtesy, and every opportunity in their power given me to 
have a thorough knowledge of the true condition of things in 
‘the city, and as representatives of the National Board, they 
did all they could to secure the inspection of persons, for. 
"which our State Board so strenuously contended. 

On the 23d of August I left New Orleans in obedience to 
-orders from the State Board and proceeded at once to Bolivar 
county, Miss, where we had beea informed of a formidable 
outbreak of small-pox. 

Upon my arrival there, I found existing about one hundred 
and thirty cases of small-pox and that the outbreak was due 
to importation from Helena, Ark., where the disease then 
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existed to an alarming extent; so much fear was entertained 
that all publie gatherings were forbidden by the corporate 
authorities; even the churches were closed. There was also 
an outbreak at Laconia, Ark., just across the river from the 
point of outbreak in Bolivar county. 

The extent of country over which the disease was spread in 
Bolivar county, was about nine miles in one direction, by five 
the other, the disease being confined up to that time to the 
negroes. Subsequently, however, there were three cases in a 
white family—two children of a widow lady and a young man 
who resided with the family. 'The two children, were vaecin- 
ated a short time before) and recovered. The young man was 
unprotected by vaccination and died, those three being the 
only cases among the white population. 

On the plantations where the disease existed, Liste were 
upwards of twelve hundred negroes exposed to the ‘disease, and 
Ican only account for the arrest of the disease so promptly 
by attributing it to full and free vaccination and revaccination, 
with cleansing and fumigation and prohibiting the gathering 
at church. 

Vaccine virus was freely used, and I teel safe in saying that 
in the infected locality and surrounding community, not less 
than two thousand were vaccinated, besides virus was liberally 
distributed to the physicians in distant communities. 

In obedience to the orders of the State Board to appoint an 
Inspector, I secured the services of Dr. J. W. Dulaney, of 
Rosedale, who went energetically to work and induced the 
Board of Supervisors to erect a pest house for the reception of 
new cases. He did, and performed all the duties of Inspector 
to the perfect satisfaction of-the State Board. 

On the 6th of September I returned and was relieved from 
duty, as there was nothing further needing the services of a 
Supervising Inspector. : 

On the 20th of September I was again put on duty and went 
to McComb City in Pike county, where there was a small-pox 
outbreak in the charge and eare of Dr. C. Hoover, as Inspec- 
tor. Upon a full investigation, I ascertained the disease was 
brought to McComb City by Josephine Dillon, a negro woman, 
on August 5th, on an excursion train from New Orleans, who 
put up at Black Maria’s, living on the neutral ground between 
McComb City and Summit. 


On the 16th of Augusi, a negro boy about 18 years of age, 
died of small-pox. He contracted the disease from Josephine 
Dillon at, Black Maria’s house, His case, as Dr. Hoover 
informed me, was diagnosed ‘malarial fever," hence no 
knowledge of the existence of the disease in the town or 
suburbs. The mother of the boy informed me that Le was 
broken out all over when he died. 


On the 17th of August, the next day after the death of the 
above young man, Dr. Hoover examined two young meu who 
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were broken out with the disease. This was the first knowl- 
edge of the existence of small-pox in the place. These two 
young men contracted the disease of Josephine Dillon at 
Black Maria’s. 

On the 26th of August, Dr. Hoover saw and diagnosed two 
cases of small.pox in the house of Susan Martin, where the 
first case died on the 16th of August, (only 10 days after his 
death,) evidently having contracted the disease from the first 
ease which had been pronounced malarial fever. 

There were 37 cases up to the 20th of September, of which 
five had died. 

Dr. Hoover was managing the cases well and his general 
management of the outbreak was admirable. He had the dis- 
ease pretty well under control, had it well guarded and a com- 
fortable pest house, the patients doing well. I urged upon 
him the necessity of leaving nothing that can possibly be 
destroyed in the general clean-up which he proposed to have 
done. 

In the case of Jake Wilkins! house, he and his wife had 
both been vaccinated, and have been nursing four cases and 
up to this time, (the 20th) neither have contracted the disease. 
The wife gave birth to a child at full term on the night of the 
19th. A brave little fellow he must be to charge such an 
implacable foe so unnecessarily. 

The case which excited so much alarm at Chatawa Station, 
was the veritable Josephine Dillon herself, who went there 
after her recovery. For the farther particulars of the outbreak 
and its conduct, I refer to Dr. C. Hoover'$ report. 

Leaving McComb City, I proceeded to Horn Lake Station, 
in DeSoto county, and ascertained that the outbreak of small- 
pox there oecurred July 27th, supposed to have been brought 
from Helena or Memphis in some clothing. There had been 
to the date of my visit, (25th of September), 26 cases. Four 
days since the last case was attacked. "They are all on the 
plantation of the Wall Brothers. Eight houses have been 
involved in the infection. 

There were four cases exposed who had not contracted tho. 
disease, viz: a mother with her stricken infant at the breast, 
and three children, the dependencies of one who had heen ex- 
posed. I ordered them to be thoroughly cleansed and isolated. 
Dr. Davies was in attendance upon the cases and was on duty 
as Inspector for the State Board of Health. 

I think he deserves credit for his attention, and feel that we 
have in him an officer who will not neglect any duty which the 
necessities of his position impose upon him, and I feel confi- 
dent that there will be no farther spread of the disease there. 

In August, Dr. J. N. Bolton, of Horn Lake Station, had. 
three cases; two recovered, onedied. The premises were well 
cleansed, and no further trouble is expected from that place.. 

"For any further particulars, Dr. Davies’ report will show. 
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From Horn Lake Station I went to Bolivar county, where I 
arrived on September 28th, and after inspecting there; pro- 
ceeded to Coahoma county, where an outbreak of small-pox 
existed, and found it was brought from St. Francis river by a 
white family who had been ejected by the citizens there. 
They landed at the Jacob Thompson place, about three miles 
below a point opposite Helena, Ark. They took possession of 
an out-house, and the disease was communicated to the negroes 
on the Thompson place before there was any knowledge of 
the existence of the dreaded disease in this family. 

There were twelve cases and four deaths on the Thompson 
place. On the Mound place, occupied by P. M. Perkins, there 
were twenty cases and five deaths. It also occurred on the follow- 
ing places: D. M. Russell’s, Townsend and Hemingway’s, Wm. 
Stewart’s, John Alcorn’s (colored), Alex. McNight’s (colored) 
and the Lindley place. 

The disease made its appearance on the Townsend & Hem- 
ingway place about the 18th of September. Only one case— 
that a State convict, who lived about ten days after his at- 
tack. Every convict was at once vaccinated, their quarters, 
thoroughly cleansed and disinfected, clothes washed up and a 
strict watch kept to discern any further outbreak. The sick 
man was isolated in a cabin, a competent nurse, who was pro- 
tected, and a physician, Dr. W. H. Orr, were employed to come 
at once and tuke charge of the case, Capt. Townsend thereby 
doing everything in his power for this unfortunate class of our 
unfortunate people ccnfided to his kecping and care, exhibiting 
more humanity and sympathy than usualin such cases. I can 
but speak of this, as it is in such contrast to other cases 
I wot of. i 

After a careful inspection of all cases where there was a 
necessity for my presence, distributing vaccine virus, ordering 
disinfectants and giving proprietors of plantations directions 
as to the proper methods of disinfection, isolation and segre- 
gation, I returned to Bolivar county, where, on the 14th of 
October, I relieved Dr. Dulaney, in obedience to orders from 
the State Board, and assumed, as they directed me to do, the 
charge and care of both outbreaks in Bolivar and Coahoma 
Counties. 

I remained in Bolivar until the 28th of October, having vac- 
cinations of persons and disinfections of houses. done. 


There were in Bolivar county . . 183 cases 32 deaths. 
There were in Coahoma county . 64 cases 20 deaths. 


Aggregating ] ; . 247 cases 52 deaths. 


I had cleansed, whitewashed and disinfected in the two 
counties 87 houses. 


I left for home on the 14th November, directing the last two 


convalescents to be cleansed, and .after proper disinfection, to ~~ 
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The first case was one Josephine Dillon, who came here from 
New Orleans on the Sunday excursion, the sixth day of Au- 
gust, 1882, and went to the house of a colorel woman known 
as Black Maria, about two miles north of McComb City, and 
was there cared for by her. No one knew anything about the 
case until she was well and had left. This case was the same 
one that was reported being at Chatawa. There were three 
negro boys that made this woman’s house their stopping place 
at night, and on the evening of August 15th, one of these boys 
was found sick in a car at the railroad shops. The case was 
diagnosed by one of our physicians as malarial fever, and as 
there was some suspicion of it being small-pox, he gave a cer- 
tificate to the effect that it was malarial fever. The boy was 
carried to his mother’s, in Algiers, and died the next day, 
August 16, and the majority of the negroes in that settlement 
attended his burial. 

On Friday, August 18, I was requested by our Mayor to 
visit the other two boys, which I did, and diagnosed their cases 
small-pox, and so reported to our Mayor, and suggested that a 
pest-house be built for them, which was done that evening, and 
the cases put in it and a nurse and guard placed over them, 
and there was no spread of the disease from these two, although 
there were a great many exposed to the disease. On Sunday, 
August 27th, I was als» requested by our Mayor to visit the 
mother and brother of the first case in Algiers, which I did, 
and from the facts obtained from her in regard to her son's 
death, who died August 16th, that he did have an eruption on 
him when he was brought home, I diagnosed the cases and so 
reported them as small-pox and forbid all communication. 
, These two cases being out of the corporate limits of the town, 
our authorities did not take charge of them, but I reported the 
cases to our Justice of the Peace and urged him to take some 
steps tó stop the spread of the disease, and also reported it to 
the Board of Supervisors, and they paid no attention to the 
matter, saying that they had no authority to act, and I could 
not do anything. 

On Tuesday, August 29, one of our physicians was called to 
See six persons in one house, all taken sick in a few hours, and 
he diagnosed the cases malarial fever; and the same physician 
was ealled to other cases and made the same diagnosis, and 
when the eruption made its appearance he said that it was 
black measles, and it so went on until several had died, he 
telling the negroes that it was not anything, and for them to 
help bury the dead. 

On Thursday, September 5th, our people becoming alarmed 
at the situation, called a meeting and quarantined against Al- 
giers, and raised money to supply them with provisions, and 
the matter was reported to your honorable body. 


During the tlme from August 27th to September 5th, there 
was no travel between Algiers and McComb City, and some of 
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the citizens had their clothing in these houses being washed a£ 
the time there was s:ckness.in them, and I must say that had 
the authorities of the county taken my advice when I reported 
small-pox in Algiers, the whole thing could have been checked. 

On Monday, September 11th, I received my commission from 
you, appointing me inspector of this (Pike) county, and went 
immediately on duty, and found that up to that day there had 
been ten cases and five deaths, and fifty-three persons that had 
been exposed to the disease out from the houses that had the 
disease in them. 

I placcd my guards on duty, and forbid all communication 
and vaecinated every one, but the points proved in a manner 
worthless; but I still kept vaccinating until I could get a good 
scab; then I had no trouble, and by diligently guarding the 
place I kept the disease confined to the houses where it origi- 
nally was, with the exception of two cases, which I cannot 
account for, as to where and how they caught the disease. The 
accompanying plat will show you the situation of the houses 
and those that had the disease in them. No.1, is where the 
boy was taken to from the car at R. R. shops, on the 15th 
August, and died on the 16th. This case was diagnosed mala- 
rial fever by one of our physicians, and, on the 27th August, 
I diagnosed two cases of small-pox in the same house. 2 and 
3 is where six persons were taken sick on the 29th August, 
and their disease diagnosed by one of our physicians malarial 
fever; the two houses are only fifty feet apart; the two families 
have sixteen in number; have all had the disease; No. 4, 
seven in family, No. 5, seven in family; each had one case in 
them, the same time as 2 and 3; all diagnosed as malarial fever; 
No. 6, five in family, is where a child died on the 10th of Sep- 
tember. No one knew anything about the child until it was 
dead, and there were twenty-five persons exposed to the disease 
from this child, and one family, ten in number, lived in fifty 
feet of where the child died. On the 11th September, I vacci- 
nated all the families, and allowed no communication. ©n the 
14th, four days after the the child's death, the other members 
of the family were taken sick. I had a pest-house built and 
moved them immediately in iv and burned their house, and by 
so doing, I am confident that I saved all the others. No. 7, 
five in family, where an infant, one month old, took the 
disease; had never been out of the house, and the only cause 
I could find, is that the father of the child was at the burial of 
one of the persons who died on the 8th September, and twenty- 
six days after the burial the father was taken with varioloid 
and the babe with small-pox of a virulent form; the rest of 
the family escaped, all being vaccinated. No 8, is where a 
negro man was taken sick on the 8th September: had not been 
nearer the disease than 100 yards. I had vaccinated him three 
times, but it would not take on him; he had the disease in a 
very mild form; was well in ten days; the rest of his family, 
wife and child, eecaped, they being well vaccinated. 
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Total No. of persons in the eight infected houses.......... 47 
Total No. of cases in the eight infected houses............. 41 
Leaving six who escaped the disease entirely by vaccina- 

tion, they being exposed to the disease the whole time. 
Total No. of deaths from the disease, ......... eee 12 
Total No. of deaths from other causes ..... TUNE 4 
Leaving No. of persons that I have this day discharged....31 
The other fifty-three persons that were exposed to the disease 
were quarantined for twenty days. ` 
MoCows Ciry, Miss., Oct. 25, 1882. 


—— 


Report of Small-Pox In Holmes County. 


BY DR. C. A. RICE, INSPECTOR. 


FEBRUARY 22p, 1883. 
Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary : 


In presenting through you my report to the State Board, of 
tbe epidemic outbreak of small-pox which existed in Holmes 
county, I beg to submit the following: 

I left Jackson on the 2d of December, in obedience to orders 
from the Executive Committee of the Board to investigate the 
condition of things on Tcehula Lake. Upon my arrival at 
Durant I fonnd the small-pox on Tchula Lake the absorbing 
topic of conversation with every one. When I reached the 
town of Lexington I found the citizens much alarmed, lest it 
shouid find its way to that beautiful little city, with its many 
happy and attractive hemes. There had been a special meeting 
of the Board of Supervisors called to take into consideration 
the unwelcome advent of small-pox. The feeling of insecurity 
was general, and avquarantine by the county had been decided 
upon and eight quarantine guards had been dispatched and 
were posted upon the public roads on Honey Island contiguous . 
to the infected loeality, with orders to let nohe pass save those 
who had permission from the phyiscian in charge of the guards, 
Dr. J..D. Dabney. 

Dr. Phillips, thr County Health Offiver, immediately upon 
my arrival, told me to take as many of his guards as I might 
wish; that he would suspend the County Quarantine at once, 
and did issue orders for its suspension, informing the guards 
that as many as I might need could contract to guard for the 
State Board. 

A. general feeling of security returned, a confidence on the 
part of business men of the country in and around Tchula that 
travel would not be suspended or interdicted when I told them 
that I would only environ those who had the disease or had 


o 
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been dangerously exposed, aud that no restrictions whatever 
would be imposed upon any one else in the county. 

Five guards were employed, one of which was sent around 
in the infected or suspected district every morning to ascertain 
if any new cases had occurred, thereby enabling me to remove 
at once any fresh cases, thereby protecting others from the con- 
tagious effects of the disease. 

There had occurred up to my arrival sixteen cases. , There 
has been altogether thirty-one cases, with eleven deaths. 
The heavy mortality will, however, be readily aecounted for 
when it is known that four died before any physician had seen 
them; three from pneumonia after a thorough recovery from 
small-pox, and one from meningitis, after convalescence; it 
was, too, at the most rigorous portion of our winter. 

Viras was furnished and resorted to with both old aad 
young, those who had been, as well as those who had never 
been vaccinated. - There were about one thousand vaccinations 
and revaccinations. All communication was suspended 
between the sick and well, and not a case occurred outside of 
those who had been known to have been very dangerously 
exposed. 

The disease was introduced into the county about the 15th 
of October by a man who was put off a United States boat 
engaged in removing limbs and obstructions from Tchula Laké. 

But for the proper and timely taking charge of this out- 
break by the State Board of Health, the end would have been 
difficult to divine, as there was a population of twenty-four 
hundred negroes within three or four miles, besides the little 
town of Tchula. 

There is no estimating the benefits derived by a people from 
the timely and judicious taking charge of such an outbreak. 

It occurs to me that the price per capita for caring for each 
will not exceed over $45.00. The city of Vicksburg has a 
contract with the United States Government to care for small- 
pox cases at two dollars per day each, which will cover on an 
average four weeks, or fifty-six dollars for each case. 

I had thoroughly whitewashed, fumigated and -disinfected 
thirty-four rooms, disinfected twenty- -five persons and finished 


my work on the 16th ot February, 1883. ; 


Report of Small-Pox in Tallahatchie and Leflore Counties. 


BY DR. G. W, TRIMBLE, INSPECTOR. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary, Jackson, Miss.: 
Sir—I arrived at Black Bayou, in Tallahatchie county, 


TU 
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Miss., on October 4th, to take charge as Inspector of the 
small-pox in that neighborhood. Ifound Dr. Hyer, Sanitary 
Commissioner for that District, on the ground, he having 
arrived the day before. We found the disease in sixteen dif- 
ferent houses scattered over six sections of territory. After 
making a careful survey of the field, we at once employed 
guards, established pest houses and commenced grouping the 
sick in them, at the same time making every effort to have 
every one vaccinated. But the exposure on the Jones and 
Sharkey places had been so general that in a little while it 
seemed that every house on the two places would become a 
pest house, and we were compelled to give up all houses of 
the kind but one, and depended on vaccination and strict 
police arrangements to put a stop to the terrible malady. On 
the second day after my arrival it was reported to me that 
there was a case supposed to be small-pox on the Jones place 
six miles above the first point of infection. On arriving there 
we found a negro with the disease, though in a mild form. 
He had been on the Jones place some ten or fifteen days pre- 
vious and had remained all night in one of the houses where 
there was a woman sick. By strict police measures over this 
house, and interdicting all visiting and gatherings of every 
description, we were enabled to stamp it out. No other case 
appeared on the place. From the magnitude of the epidemic 
and the wide spread exposure that had taken place before any- 
thing had been done to ejrcumscribe it, we feared at one time 
that it would spread to all of the adjoining plantations. It 
made its appearance in one house on the east side of the Tal- 
lahatchie river where three cases occurred, which could be 
traced to the exposure of the man to the disease on Jones place. 

It appeared in all its forms—varioloid, discrete, semi- 
confluent and confluent. The promptness with which the State 
Board of Health acted in sending inspectors and vaecine virus 
there, saved the country from a devastating epidemic of this 
loathsome disease which it is awful to thiuk of. Wherever 
the vaccinations were successful, it was a sure preventive. We 
were able to trace the first infection to à negro man who came 
to the Jones place from Bolivar county some time in Septem- 
ber. There were one hundred and fifteen cases in all, and 
twenty-one deaths. "There had bcen no new case for ten days 


before I left. 


Report of Small-pox in Coahoma County. 


BY DR. J. A. COOOPER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Friars Point, Miss., April 21st, 1883. 
Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary, Jackson, Miss: 
Dear Sig—The first case of small-pox that made its appear- 


& 
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ance in Coahoma County was in February, 1882, and broke 
out on the Booker plantation, near Clarksdale, Coahoma 
county. The patient, a colored man, had but recently arrived 
from Memphis, on this plantation with the intention of remain- 
ing as a laborer. Having been attacked with some suspicious 
disease, and being without means of providing for his comfort, 
he was sent to the county poorhouse, where I visited him and 
found him attacked with small-pox. 

At the time of the admission of this patient, there were nine 
paupers and sick persons in the poorhouse, all of whom were 
at once vaccinated. 

On the eleventh day from the exposure of those in the poor- 
house, a new case occurred, and in two or three days later, 
another case occurred, both cases of the confluent form of the 
disease, and two deaths of this number—the patient first re- 
ceived and one of those attacked in the poorhouse. 

The next case to which my attention was called, was on the 
Thompson place, just south of Glendale, and near the river. 
Upon visiting the .plantation, I found in one of the quarters, 
situated about one hundred feet from the ayent’s residence, 
five cases of small-pox, three adults and two children, occupy- 
ing two rooms. Of the first three cases in the first room I 
saw, two were convalescing; the third, an infant, was in the 
suppurative state of the confluent form of the disease and 
very ill, the little patient surviving about twenty-four hours 
from the time of my visit. The other two cases, in a room 
immediately in the rear of the room where the other cases 
were, were in the first stage of tne disease, both patients, hus- 
band and wife, being well advanced ih years, were seriously 
ill from congestion and died within twenty-four hours from the 
time that I visited them. | 


The Thompson plantation being a large plantation, witb 
about one hundred and fifty persons living thereon, I expected 
that we would have a good many cases of small-pox, as there 
had been quite à number exposed from visiting the sick, as 
they were supposed to have the measles. Vaccination was at 
once commenced, and all residents of the place were required 
to be vaccinated, regardless of previous vaccinations. A pest- 
house was also established at a suitable distance from the 
plantation, and all siċk that could be moved were placed in the 
pest-hotise, as well as all subsequent cases. A guard was es- 
tablished at the pest-house and strict quarantine regulations 
enforced, and all houses that the sick had been removed from 
were fumigated, whitewashed and thoroughly cieansed and 
made ready for the return of convalescents. 

We had twelve cases all told on the Thompson place, of 
which number, four died. "These cases occurred in September. 

My next call to investigate suspicious cases was on Mr. 
Walton's plantation, on the Yazoo Pass. Ifound in one fam- 
ily four children sick, in the different stages of small-pox. 


Q 
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Previous to my visit a child had died and the parent said 
that the disease was the same as those that I saw. This was 
in October. The family lived in an isolated place, and, as the 
father of the children had had small-pox, I did not think it 
necessary to establish a pest-house. 

Upon a careful investigation as to how these children re- 
ceived the small-pox, I learned that they had not been off the 
plantation during the fall; that about three weeks before I was 
called to see them, a friend of the family, a colored woman, 
had visited the family from the Mound place, where small-pox 
ther existed, and doubtless the exposure was by fomites. 
These children did well and in due time convalesced. 

The next case that I visited was a family that had small-pox 
at Westover, Arkansas, just Opposite Friars Point. I visited 
this family in Arkansas in October, and found the mother sick 
with small-pox, having recently come from Memphis. ‘The pa- 
tient, after convalescing, left, as was supposed, for Memphis, 
but crossed over into Coahoma county, and in about twenty- 
one days one of her children was attacked, and the other child 
(there being two children) in a few days afterwards. One of 
the children, an infant, died, the other, a boy about five years 
old, recovered. The family were very much exposed, having to 
remain out on the public road all night without either food or 
warmth of fire. 

I was called again in February, 1883, to a levee camp about 
nine miles from Friar’s Point, to investigate a suspicions case 
of disease, and found the patient, a colored man, with small- 
pox. Patient was at once removed to a pest-house and placed 
under guard, and quarter occupied fumigated and disinfected. 
Result, no new cases, patient convalesced in due time. 

A tew cases were reported in the southern portion of our 
county, Beat 5. They, no doubt, came from Bolivar county, 


.. as in the northern portion of Bolivar county there were a good 


many cases of small-pox. I have not been able to get any 
report from the physician who acted as local Health Officer for 
that portion of the county. I examined and visited about nine- 
teen cases, and in Beat 1 and Beat 5 I think there were about 
twenty cases in all. 

The course pursued by the establishing of pest-houses and 
requiring all patients to be sent there, and placing guards to 
prevent any intercourse with the sick, or permit any exposure 
whatever, we had no difficuity in arresting the disease at once, 
and in no instance was there any further outbreak of the dis- 
ease. I have but little to report as regards the general health 
of our county, with the exception of considerable intermittent 
after the abatement of the overflow of 1882. We had a very 
healthy summer and fall. Have known much more sickness, 
and more fatal, when we did not have an overflow. Health of 
our county at this time is very excellent, as is usually the case 
during the overflow. 
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I regret that this reportis not more complete in some 
respects. Perhaps had I had time to have the localities 
visited to get an accurate report of cases in each neighborhood 
where the small-pox prevailed, the report would have been 
much more satistactory. I made an effort through the county 
assessor to make notes of number of the cases on each planta- 
tion, sex, age, etc., but failed. 


Report of Small-Pox in Rankin County. ` 


BY DR. P. FAIRLEY, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Branpon, Miss., April 28, 1883. 
Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary, Jackson, Miss.: ‘ 


On February 21st last, Albert Jameson, a Frenchman, 
reached Brandon, being quite unwell and in a very destitute 
condition, made application for admission into the poor-house. 
I visited him on,the following day at that place and found him 
with high fever, an intolerable pain in the back, sick stomach 
and vomiting. I gave a purgative, morphine hypodermically, 
and directed quinine to be given freely the next day. On tho 
third day of admission I again visited him, and his condition 
plainly pointed out his case to be one of confluent small-pox, 
the eruption having having appeared all over his body. At 
each visit I attempted to find out something of his previous 
condition, of his whereabouts and his occupation for the past 
few weeks, but his knowledge of the English language was so 
very imperfect that I utterly failed to find out anything with 
any degree of certainty. l 

Before proceeding further with this case I.would state that 
the houses occupied by the poor of this county are wooden 
buildings built after the fashion of the common tenant houses, 
with a stack chimney in the centre, making the rooms about 
16x18 feet. In the house in which this Frenchman was placed 
were three inmates, who were immediately removed as soon as 
the case had developed itself, and all ingress to this house 
strictly forbidden. 

There being no pest-house in the county, three days elapsed 
before I could procure house for his removal, and when fitted 
up for his reception my patient was so completely exhausted 
I decided not to remove him. He died on the eighth day of 
admission. After his death all the bedding and clothing of 
every kind and deseription in the house was burned and the 
house thoroughly fumigated and no one permitted to enter it. 

On the fourteenth day after the death of this case a secoud 
occurred. His suffering was intense—high fever, severe pain 
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in the back, skin of a dark purple color, congested. Death 
supervened on the third day, and before the appearance of any 
eruption. This case is what Dr. Rice would call variolum sine 

eruptione. l 

Simultaneously with this death three other cases were fully 
developed. Believing the place to beinfected with the disease, 
I did not remove them, but permitted them to remain, one of 
which died; the other two recovered. 

The two deaths just mentioned were in the same house with 
the Frenchman, and came in direct contact with his person 
before I was aware his case was small-pox. Tbe other two 
were in the adjoining room, but were separated by a wooden 
partition, which plainly shows that the virus can pass through 
a wooden building and infect those who are not brought in 
direct contact with the poison. 

The sixth case occurred on the second of this month, and 
recovered. Of the six cases treated by me, three died and 
three recovered. All were invalids and feebly constituted. 
No cases occurred in the other houses, though distat but 
twenty feet from the onein which these cases occurred. 

At the breaking out of the disease I placed a strong guard 
around the poor-house, and positively forbid communication 
of every kind. No case occurred away from that place, and 
I see no reason why such a disease as small-pox could not be 
completely stamped out of existence. 

I have said nothing of my treatment of these cases, which 
consisted generally of a. purgative at first and atter that pur- 
suing the expectant plan, with milk diet principally. 

I must add iny testimony to that already accumulated in 
favor of vaccination, for when successfully performed upon the 
“inmates at the poor-house, I had no hesitancy in putting them 
as nurses in the same rooms with those having the disease and 
in no instance was there a case where vaccination had been 
successfully performed. I believe vaccination should be made 
compulsory. 

It is now nearly a month since any new case has occurred, 
and considering all dánger passed, I will on Monday, May 
l8th, destroy the bedding, fumigate the house and dismiss the 
guard, 


€ 


Report of Small-Pox in Washington County, 
5 
BY DR. R. S. TOOMBS, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary, Jackson, Miss : 


In compliance with your request, I give you a brief report 
of small-pox, as it prevailed in this courty during the last two 
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years. On May 15th, 1882, a colored boy arrived at Green- 
ville from Memphis, suffering from an eruption which the 
family regarded varicella.. The boy was not confincd to bed, 
and no physician saw him. In about ten days I visited, with 
the local health officer, a girl in the same family, who was at- 
tacked with violent fever, and the characteristic eruption of 
small-pox, which proved to be of confluent character. The 
boy, who had recovered and was acting as servant in a private 
family, was interviewed, and afforded unquestionable evidence 
of having passed throngh an attack of varioloid. These cases 
occurred in a negro boarding-house, crowded with people. The 
boy had enjoyed since his arrival the unrestricted liberty of the 
city. Having every reason to expect a rapid spread of the 
disease, the house was promptly closed and also the publie 
schools. Dr. Montgomery, the local health officer, instituted 
and maintained a rigid quarantine, and all the clothing was 
disinfected and the family vaccinated, 


As soon as additional vaccine virus could be obtained from 
your office and other sources, the entire population was vacci- 
nated; the local physicians kindly assisting in the work. 

Other cases soon developed, and during the months of May, 
June and July we had in all nine cases, five of which were con- 


fluent, one discrete and three varioloid; two deaths, all colored. . : 


After this visitation I pressed the importance of general vac- 
cination, both ‘through the profession and the press of the 
county. I obtained and supplied vaccine virus to all who 
would use it. In this way 1 made some progress in affording 
protection to many who had hitherto neglected it. No other 
cases occurred during the year. 

On January 15, of the present year, I was called to see a 
negro man on the plantation of Mrs. Green, six miles north of 
Greenville, who I found surrounded with friends and visitors. 
I diagnosed the case one of, confluent small-pox, of eight days, 
eruption, supposed to have contracted tae disease upon a 
steamboat. "This man. like the boy in Greenville, had traveled 
and stopped with friends in various placez. I at once isolated 
and quarantined the subject, and vaccinated the family with a 
limited supply of humanized virus I chanced to have on hand, 
and telegraphed lor more. As soon as I received the consign- 
ment you had the kindness to send I set to work in good 
earnest, and with this supply and that received from Chicago, did 
not rest until I supposed I had protected all exposed. Not 
less than three hundred people were vaccinated in tne neigh- 
borhood and route of travel of the patient. The vaccinations 
proved effective, and as a result, only three or four families had 
the disease. Two of these were not suspected of having had | 
contact with the subject, and were consequently not so promptly 
vaccinated, The disease was confined to these families, and 
within two*months I had developed in all thirteen cases, eight 


of which were confluent, tbree discrete and two varioloid; one 
4 
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death, all colored. About March 15 [ dismissed all, fumigated 
and disinfected the clothing and premises and thought myself 
free to rest from my vigilance, 

ln this, I was mistaken. On the 29th of March, I was called 
to the plantation of Col. W. A. Percy, three miles below, and 
south of Greenville, to see a patient said to have measles. I 
found a case of malignant confluent small-pox, in the person 
of a negro tramp from the infected district of Bolivar county. 
Here, as in other instances, the neighbors called, and offered 
their sympathies, and the now horrified manager—an unvacci- 


nated subject—had been taking the pulse of the wayfarer. 


The man had found rest ina family of eight,—six of whom 
were unvaccinated. I,as before, isolated and, and quarantined, 
and vaccinated the “amily, and all who had come in contact 
with the patient. The children of the infected family were in 
attendance at a public school in the vicinity,—which I promptly 
closed, vaccinating all the pupils. Vaccinations were successful, 
and only the infected family suffered from the disease—two of 
whom had severe cases, the others light attacks of varioloid. 
Thé patient survived only a short while atter my first visit, 
and was at once buried. The house was fumigated and white- 
washed. In my etforts at fumigation, I used rolled sulphur, 
and according to the rules of your Honorable Board. I used 
for the purpose of disinfection the zinc, and sabt solution, as by 
your regulations, dipping everything for several minutes in the 
solution. In no case has the disease been transmitted after 
these measures were carried out; which was invariably done, 
under my observation. 


It may clearly be seen that but for the precautionary meas- 
ures taken to suppress -he outbreak in Greenville, by quaran- 
tine and the almost simultaneous vaccination, of the entire city, 
that we should beyond doubt, have experienced an epidemic. 
When we consider, too. the surroundings of the cases which 
oceurred on the above plantations, we had good reasons to ex- 
pect a rapid spread of the disease. The negro is notoriously 
neglectful of sanitary precautions. Living in close and filthy 
tenement houses, tney are ever careless of health requirements, 
while they are both migratory, and social in their natures. 
The ignorance and superstition of the race, will ever be a bar- 
rier to the sauitariau. in his effort to protect, by timely vacci- 
nation. Nothing short of compulsory and coercive measures 
will avail, Our late experience iu suppressing, and treating 
these three outbreaks, but confirms our opinion, that we 
should have stern aud rigid legislation upon the subject of 
vaecination, for through this medium, we can alone expect to 
reach tnis most loathsome, pestiferous malady of its terrors. 
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Report of Small-Pox in Copiah County. 


BY DR. G. W. PURNELL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. ~ 


HAZLEHURST, Miss., April 28th, 1883. 


To the Honorable Board of Health, Jackson, Miss: 


[*] 

Gents: On the 26th Jaruary last, I was notified that there 
was a suspicious case on a plantation nineteen miles from 
Hazlehurst. I immediately repaired to the place, and found a 

negro man, Watts Burns, ‘aged about 40 years, sick with the 
small- -pox, it being the seventeenth day of the attack. 

There were on the place, old and young, about thirty-three 
negroes, living in four or five houses. The house in which I 
found the sick negro was a large double log house, with three 
rooms, occupied by about fifteen negroes. “All of the negroes 

on the place, and others, had been exposed to tbe disegse, 
having frequently visited the sick negro. not knowing the 
character of the disease. I then vaccinated twenty negroes, 
all Icould find on the place, and gave directious for all the 
negroes to keep away from the sick man, with the exception of 
his nurses. Dr. W. R. Myles had been treating the case, and 
I did not return to the place for a week. On my second visit, 
eight days afterwards, I found that the negro Burns had died 
on the 29th; also a child on the 31st, and a woman on the 3d 
of February, and that there were then six cases, making in all 
nine cases. All of these recent cases contracted the disease 
from Watts Burns, the first ease. I then ordered the well ones 
to occupy some cotton houses on the place, and isolated them 
as well as I could under the circumstances, Dr. Myles having 
gone to New Orleans, Dr. O. H. Spence was called in and put 
in charge of the place, and assisted by his skill and manage- 
ment I succeeded in preventing the fnrther spread of the dis- 
ease. [established a quarantiue of the place, with the approval 
of the Executive Committee of the State Board of Health. 
Under Dr. Spence’s supervision, the houses were whitewasned, 
and fumigated with sulphurous acid gas; all the clothing of the 
well was thoroughly disinfected by means of sulphate zine and 
sulphate iron, and the bedding and clothing of all affected 
with the disease were burned. either on their recovery or death. 
Of the nine attacked four died. All of those who recovered, 
fiveiu number, had been vaccinated; one of them twenty vears 
ago, the others at my first visit, on the 26th January; and when 
they were attacked their vaccinations were taking well. Seven 
living in the house where the first case appeared were 
vaccinated successfully, and did not take the disease; two had 
small-pox previously; three had it who were successfully vacci- 
nated and three escaped. The number on the place exposed 
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and who were not successfully vaccinated and escaped entirely 
I think was eighteen. One outof every four had the small-pox. 

The origin of the disease is clouded in doubt. On the 20th 
of December last, a negro, Alf. Walls, carried some bed 
clothes to this plantation which-he had brought from Green- 
ville, Miss., and on his way down stopped with them in Vicks- 
burg in a house where there was a family sick, with what dis- 
ease he did not know. The first negro attacked, Watts Burns, 
slept under these bed clothes from the 20th to the 26th Decem- 
ber, and on the latter named*^date left for Greenville, Miss., 
via. Vicksburg, returning on the 31st December. On the 10th 
January he was attacked with the small-pox. The time from 
which he first slept under the bed clothes until be was attacked, 
is twenty days, but he slept under them six days, making the 
minimum time from exposure to attack, if he contracted the 
disease in this manner, fourteen days. - From the time he left 
home for Greenville until his return was just five days. And 
from the time of his possible exposure on this trip until he 
was attacked was at the minimum time, ten days. ` 

These are the facts as I can glean them from the negroes 
on the place; as Burns is dead and Walls, the negro who 
brought the bedding has left, I could only get my information 
from other negroes. i 

Viewing the matter in all its phases, I am of the opinion 
that Burns contracted the disease from the clothing brought 
down fiom Greenville and under which he slept. 


Report of Small-Pox in Vicksburg, Miss., and Vicinity, 
from January 1st., 1882, to Date. 


BY DR. W. T. BALFOUR, INSPECTOR. 


1. T. M., (w..) admitted to pest house January 6th, 1882; 


' had been in the city one week, coming from Cincinnati, where 


n 


he hal been exposed to small-pox, and was vaccinated in two 
places on his left arm by the city authorities before he left 
there. When admitted, had eruption on face, back and chest, 
and vaccination in the vesicular stage. He did well, and was 
discharged cured January 25th 1882. He left town immedi- 
ately, after taking a good bath and being furnished with a new 


‘suit of clothes 


2. February 7th. 1882. Wm. Thomas, (c.,) was admitted 
from the steamer R. E. Lee, as a marine, suffering from small- 
pox. Disease probably contracted in New Orleans. He was 
discharged cured March 2d, 1882. 

(It is understood that all patients discharged are made to 
take repeated baths and furnished with an entire new outfit 
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before leaving. And those who die are saturated with the 
zinc solution and wrapped in a sheet of the same solution 
before they are placed in the coffin.) 

3. Februhry 18th, 1882. Scott Zeigher, (c.,) was admitted 
for small-pox from the steamer Golden Rule. This boat runs 
from Cincinnati to New Orleans. This man died February 
28th, 1882. 

4. March 10th, 1882. Richard Williams, (c.,) was admitted 
forsmall-pox. He came from the John W. Cannon, running 
between this city and New Orleans. He was discharged 
April 5th, 1882, cured. 

5. May 10th, 1882. Monroe Reeves, (c.,) was admitted from 
the Golden Crown, another Une river boat. He died May 
28th, 1882. 5 

6. December 30th, 1882. Wm. Robinson, (c.,) admitted 
from the Guiding Star, another Ohio river boat. He was dis- 
charged February y 24th, 1883. 

1. January 2d, 1883. John Robinson was admitted from 
the City of Cairo, from St. Louis. He died January 8th, 1883. 

8. February 19, 1883. Gus. Scott, (c.,) from John A. '" Scud- 
der, of St. Louis. This man shipped on the boat from Mem- 
phis on this trip with— 

9. Jack Hays, (c.,) and was put off at the elevator at night. 
He was discharged on March 31st, 1883. 

10. February. 22d. Ellis Peters, (c.,) admitted from rail- 
road. Came from Arkansas to Yazoo City, to Vaughan's 
Station, Canton, Jackson and Vicksburg. No suspicion of 
the disease when he entered. Developed on third day. He 
was discharged April 11th, 1883. 

ll. March 6th, 1883. Jack Hays, (c.,) was found on the 
street roaming around, and was halted by a policeman. I 
was sent for and found he was the partner of Gus. Scott, of 
the John A. Scudder. Hehad gotten off the boat at Water- 
proof, La., and had been working on the railroad about fifteen 
or twenty miles below here. He had been at the camp five 
days and had only worked two, lying in the camp the other 
three days. When he was no longer permitted to stay in the 
camp, he bought passage on the Ship Island Railroad and 
came to town. How many persons he infected, I cannot say. 

12. March 11th, 1888. Willie Brobston, (c.) This case 
came from Pearl street, a street parallel with the levee, but 
how he contracted the disease, I cannot say. He is a boot- 
black and may haye been on the boats. He was discharged 
April 11th, 1883. 

13. March 3d, 1883. Ben. Taylor, (c.,) was adored from 
Chas. P. Chonteau, a boat running from Arkansas City to 
New Qrleans. He died March 16th, 1883. 


14. March 30th, 1885. Abner Johnson, (c.,) from the 
levee. This man had had the eruption eight days, and when 
brought to the pest house, after some trouble, he van away 
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during the night, and I found him the next day and brought 
him back. The night he ran away it was raining and, of 
course, he got wet, and died on April 2d, 1883. This man 
went into the county to his sister-in-law, but she has had the 
small-pox, and I have heard of no case there, though I was 
there yesterday. 

15. March 80th, 1883. Susie Thomas, (c.,) a colored girl 
from the levee, nearly opposite the last case, but as far as I 
can learn; no communication between the families. 

16. March 31st, 1883.°C. W. Hunter (c.,) and (17) Lizzie Fos- 
ter, the former 15 years and the other 4, all in the same house, 
with the mother of' Foster and daughter 9 years, and father of 
Hunter. Iremoved the boy to pest-house. and left the girl 
and mother quarantined by a watehman. Lizzie Foster and 
her nine vear old child and Hunter had been vaccinated. The 
child, Lizzie Foster, died April 5th, 1883. Five days after the 
death or this child, I had the house well fumigated with sul- 
phur, scrubbed and whitewashed, and burned the bedding, etc. 
On the twelvth day, I let the inmates out, after changing their 
clothing and bathing. They were kept from the house three 
days before they were aliowed to return and sleep there. 
None of them have contracted the disease so far. At this 
time I found a case in the same square, in the rear of the.for- 
mer cases. 18. A boy (c..) about l5*years, of Mary Cole, 
who had had the disease about 5 weeks, and was then setting 
up. The two previous cases contracted it from him, as he had 
the week before slept with the Hunter boy. There are three 
persons in this latter house—the mother of the boy; who has 
had varioloid, aud a woman and baby. I have them guarded, 
as the boy is still desquamating. 

I had forgotten to state: that the house from which Abner 
Johnson, (c.,) came was thoroughly fumigated and all the bed- 
ding, ete.. burned. A woman and two children in the next 
room have not contracted the disease. 

19.; March 31, 1883. Amey Johnson (c.,) in the yard next to 
Abner Johnson, was the next ease: She is now on hand and 
better. 

20. April 34, 1883. Minnie Jones, (c.) Came from S. Mad- 
ison St., one square above the last cases. She is on hand, and 
no other cases there since. 

21. Newton Ford, (c.) Was found to-day in the suburbs, 
near Rvan’s mill, below town. How he contratted the disease 

do not know. He is now convalescent. eè 


22. ‘April 6th, 1883. John Anderson, (c.) Came to the 
Hospital fiom Ed. Richardson. Says he paid passage from 
some Landing below here in Tensas Parish, La., where the 
small-pox is prevailing.. Has had the disease three peeks. 
He walked through town to Hospital from boat. Is now on 
hand convalescent. 


93. April 8th, 1883. Catherine Bates, (c.) Admitted for 


LI 
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‘small-pox. She was found two squares above the Hunter ease, 
but had been attending the same church as three of the above 
cases. She died Aprit 15th, 1883. 

34° April I5th, 1888. Nathan Franklin, (c.) Came from 
the second house back of the Cole case. Had been sick one 
week, and had the eruption four. days when admitted. His 
gate and house were locked to keep everyone out, and I had to 
climb the fence to get in. He is on hand. I have his house 
guarded. There is no one in the house but his wife; 

The above are all the cases to date. I have been all over 


the infeeted localities vesterday and to-day, and have found, 


no new cases, but several false alarms. 

The disease has been of two distinct varieties: One, the 
eruption, is very small;and confluent, and the worst form so 
far, from which all but one have died; the other is very large 
and discrete, and have so far done well. I have on hand to-day 
six eases—three females atid three males, all colored, in the 
pest-house. 1 will inspect the different localities daily, and 
should other cases occur I will inform you. 


Report of Small-pox in Lowndes County. 


BY DR. B. A. VAUGHAN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


CoruuBUs, Miss., April 25th, 1883. 
w irt Johnston, M. D., Secretary, Jackson, Miss: 


In compliance with request, I send report as to small-pox in 
Lowndes county since January, 1882: 

Negro child, ten years old, seized with small-pox in March, 
1882; residence Gilmer plantation, four miles southeast of 
Artesia; source of contagion, (from best imformation ), father 
of the child, who was leading a predatory life, and was dealer 
in old clothes, the clcthes being stored at the residen«e of the 
child. Isolation and vaccination were practiced, no other cases 
occurred, and this ended in recovery. 

March 26th 1883. J. T. Rainey, white male; resident ‘of 
city of Columbus, was attacked with severe case varioloid ; 
pocks on face .Jmost confluent. Rainey is a carpenter and 
builder; was, previous to attack, several times on the M. & O. 
R. R,, and at lumber yards on said road, just north of Mobile; 
source of contagion not known. Isolation, vaccination and 
quarantine, together with a danger signal, was practiced. -The 
household vaccinated. Among the household were several. 
unvaccinated children. On the 9th of April, the premises. 
were purified. rooms fumigated, personal clothing and bed, 
clothing destroyed, and unwashed personal and bed clothing 
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quarters and vaccinated’ and revaccinated every man, woman 
and child, white and black. in that district, between two asa 
three hundred in number. 

I published the fact that I had been supplied by your Board 
with reliable virus and would vaccinate everybody gratuitously, 
but the citizens all- seemed to skillfully avoid me after they 
learned I had taken charge of the quarantine, and no one 
would come near me to be vaccinate] or for any other purpose. 
I never had before been left so severeiy alone. 

I regard vaccination as one of the most potent remedies we 
have in tlie treatment of the disease. It, beyond all peradven- 
ture, demonstrated the fact with these cases, that it would 
modify the symptoms if placed in even after the eruption had 
made its appearance in confluent form. It would so modify it 
as to convert it into the discrete or at least make it take on the 
corymbose features, and in no instance were the cases fatal. 
My misfortuue was that the virus failed to take in two-thirds 
of the cases, although I repeated the operation carefully every 
day or two, and I had finally to procure more vital virus from 
an arm that did take, and on that account I oí course lost some 
very valuable time. Neither of the cases that I inoculated 
died, but one of them seemed to have it in all its virulency. I 
think the inoculation protected the other so much so that he 
did not have to go to bed at all, and he had never been pro- 
tected by a previous vaccination. 

After I raised the quarantine (eighteen days after the last 
ease appeared) I burned the house and all the furniture, bed- 
ding, clothes, ete., belonging to all the inmates. The neigh- 
bors resupplied them gratis. It was with the consent of the 
owner that the house was burned. 


Report of the Second Out-Break of Small-Pox in DeSoto 
County. 


BY DR. J. A. DAVIES, INSPECTOR. 


Horn Laxe, DeSoro County, Miss., 
November 9th, 1882, 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary, Jackson, Miss.: 

Dear Sir: It is with much pleasure I make this my final 
report as late Inspector for your Board, appointed, to take 
charge of small-pox cases in this county. I have dismissed 
all cases, cleansed premises of pest house and did what sani- 
tary work tbat I thought necessary. Tuesday, at Sundown, 
finished work necessary before discharging my last inmate. 
After discharging patient, whitewashed house with boiling 
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mixture of lime and equal portions of water and carbolic 
acid. All clothes of that inmate and all the others have been 
submitted to good washing and protracted boiling. Burned 
all clothing (bed clothes, wearing apparel, etc.,) that I thought 
might alterwards be unsafe to the community. Hair was 
closely cut and head thoroughly washed, as well as body and 
clothes intended for wearing - after convalescence, and dis 
charge not allowed to come in contact with infected clothing, 
even after they had passed out of the pest house. Asall lived 
on the premises of Mr. Wall, they were not allowed to roam 
over the place, but only allowed freedom of their own prem- 
ises. 

. In point of death, so soon as an inmate died, the grave was 
dug by one set of hands with their special tools, and the nurse 
and those of pest house, buried them as soon as possible, 
the coffin being made on the place. Buried them near pest 
house soit might not endanger others. Used solution of cop- 
peras to receive excreta in. Used 12 to 16 pounds of sulphur 
in fumigating houses after clothes were washed and boiled, 
and arranged, to best advantage, to retain smoke, and build- 
ing closed for twenty-four hours, and afterward all articles 
aired, x 

The first ease on the place occurred on or about July 28th, 
and died on August 4th; and others who contracted che dis- 
ease first, were immediately exposed to this case. The 
strangest feature is, the closest inquiry failed to elicit how the 
first case contracted the malady. The last cases were admitted 
on the 7th of October, and discharged on October 28th, but 
they were cases of varioloid. The last case to be discharged, 
on 7th inst., admitted on October 2d, this one being a case of 
confluence. The case down below Star Landing was duly dis- 
charged and with every precaution. Bed was burned and 36 
pounds of sulphur used in the three rooms of house; child’s 
hair cut, bed clothes burned and house well whitewashed. All 
members of the family were vaccinated and revaccinated and . 
isolated and quarantined. All houses where ease occurred 
were submitted to same stringent rules. 


ADMITTED. DISMISSED. DIED. 


TA es — M | 4, yf SNE STEARNS a! utt tQ 


Males.|Females.|Males.]Females.|Males.|Females 


Adults....... 3 5 3 8l... 2 
Children. .... 10] ` 12 8 10 2 2 


"Total. duundzsw 3s 30 uds 901... 6 


Number of confluent cases, 15; died, 5; adults, 1; chil- 
dren, 4. 
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Number of discrete cases, 9; died 1. 
Number of varioloid cases, 6. 
First discharged, September 15th. Last discharged, Novem- 


ber 7th. Average time in pest house, 31 days. 


Number of houses whitewashed and fumigated........... 8 
Number or people exposed, about...... EE 50 
Number of people vaccinated..............-.. 0.00 cee ...200 


The above exhibits the true condition of small-pox cases on 
premises of Junius Wall, Esq., near Horn SES DeSoto 
county, Miss., from its inception to its end. 


REPORTS OF CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS 


Or CcUNTIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1882. 


kd 


ALCORN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. R. M. Young, Chief Health Officer. 


I have the honor of submitting the following Annual Health 
Report from Alcorn county: 

There has been no epidemic of yellow fever, and no case of 
small pox within the county since my appointment as County 
Health Officer. 

Have vaccinated all indigent persons free who have applied 
to me. 

Typhoid fever has prevailed, although not in a severe form. 
There has been very little malarial disease. No diphtheria or 
scarlatina; in fact the past vear has been unusually healthy. 

The county jail and poor house are in a fair sanitary condi- 
tion; inmates properly fed and cared for. B 

The sanitary regulations have been enforeed in this place, 
aud all suggestions from the Health Officer carefully complied 
with. 


AMITE COUNTY.. 
Report of Dr. C. H. Bates, Chief Health Officer. 


> 


—— 


We have nothing of unusual occurrence in this report. 
Amite county is, and ean be classified as one of the most 
healthy counties in the State. We have had fewer cases of 
remittent and intermittent fevers this year than usual. But in 
their stead have had a largely increased amount of typhoid, 
typho-malarial fevers and malarial flux. The fatality of these 
fevers among the whites were especially small, but exceedingly 
heavy among the negro population, which fact can only be 
accounted for from being crowded into small huts.and negli- 
gence in procuring and administering proper supportive nour- 
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ishment. The sanitary condition of our county jailand public 
houses are good- 


CARROLL COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. G. W. Vassar, Chief Health Officer. 


——— 


In submitting the following report, as Health Officer cf this 
county, for the last twelve months, ending the first of present 
month, I think I can safely sav, during my citizenship here, 
which comprises the last twenty years, we have never had so 
little sickness—exclude measles and whooping-cough—both of 
which have prevailed in our county for twelve or eighteen 
months past, and still prevalent in some portions; and I will 
say, we have had unprecedented good health to first of Septem- 
ber last, when malarial diseases became very common, but at 
present writing are giving way. 

Our jail is in goud sanitary condition. No sickness with 
the inmates. 


CHICKASAW COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. H. Murfee, Chief Health Officer. 


Since my appointment, in April last, as Sanitary Officer of this 
county, there has occurred little to report of general interest. 
We have had no epidemic of contagious or infectious diseases, 
and only a few cases of sporadic diseases of contagious charac- 
ter. The prominent fevers during last twelve months have 
been continuation of same as last two years, though milder in 
form. I refer to typhoid and typho-malarial fevers. The 
former almost exclusively according to my own observation. 
Malaria has been less frequent since typhoid fever made its 
appearance. During the past winter catarrh, as follicular sore 
throat and influenza, has prevailed, scarcely a family escaping 
its attacks; pneumonia somewhat more frequent than former 
seasons. The cases that I have seen were of adynamie, or 
so-called typhoid variety. All disorders, in fact, have shown 
disposition to assume typhoid condition.  Whooping-cough 
has existed eight miles west of this place, and a limited number 
of roseola cases in town. 

The prisons are in good general condition; the iron eage 
rather small for the number of criminals occupying it during 
the courts. 

School-houses of the country are such as those used since 


L 
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the war. Those in town are heated by stove, which I think is 
not a comfortable or healthful mode. The temperature is not 
uniform, and atmosphere deprived of moisture and other vitul- 
izing conditions. Children near the stove are too warm and 
those at a distance too cool. The question of properly warm- 
ing, lighting and ventilating of schoool rooms is one which I 
think has not received sufficient consideration. In this connec- 
tion I would refer to the pernicious habit of sending very young 
and small children to sehoo] during free term. Teachers solicit 
their attendance in order to make large numerical rolls; and 
parents consent and send those that properly belong to the 
nursery. Thus we have precociousness instead of developed 
intellect; and pigmies instead of physical stamina. Mens sana 
in corpore sano, is the principle that should control us in the 
rearing and education of children. 


COPIAH COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. G. W. Purnell, Chief of Health Officers. 


I have the honor to make the following report of health 
matters pertaining to Copiah County, for the year ending 
October Ist, 1882. ` 

Although I cannot report any operations of great magnitude, 
still I find enough to occupy my spare moments. 

The year, taking it on the whole, has been one that in point 
of health we should be thankful for. The fal months of 
October and November last were accompanied svith a great 
deal of rain, but the health generally was good. "The winter 
was mild and unusually healthy, the only sickness prevailing 
being whooping-cougb, measles and typhoid fever at Wesson, 
which continued during the past spring and summer, but in a 
much milder form, and the death rate was considerably lessened. 
Also a few cases, generally very mild, were found in other por- 
tions of the county. The spring months were generally healthy. 
The summer was cool and pleasant, and the rainfall away. 
above the average. The health all over the county was good 
until about the middle of Ausust, when all along our water 
courses and creek bottoms, both remittent and intermittent 
fevers prevailed to, in some places, an alarming extent. And 
owing to the wide range of their practice, it was almost impos- 
sible to obtain the services of a physician, and many persons 
died, some from the malignancy of the attack, but a majority 
from their inability to secure proper medical attention and 
medicine. Especially was this the case amongst the negroes 
who could not pay a physician or purchase necessary supplies. 
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But at the present time, with the exception of the country 
bordering on Bayou Pierre and White Oak bayous, in the western 
portion of our county, sickness is rapidly abating, and even on 
these streams, the health is much improved. 

Oceasionally interspersed with the fevers above mentioned, 
we have had some congestion of the brain, and some of these 
cases have been pronounced cerebro-spinal meningitis by some 
of our physicians, although as to the accuracy of their diagnosis, 
I have some doubts. 

We fortunately escaped the small pox, not a case occurring 
in the county, although we had several cases of “badly scared." 

The vaccine virus, sent me by your Honorable Board, I dis- 
tributed all over the county, but as yet have been unable to 
secure any report as to the success of the different physicians 
in vaccinating. But I must say, that with several lots sent me 
I succeeded beyond my expectations in inoculating nearly every 
one I tried it upon, whether before successfully vaccinated or 
not. And I am satisfied, in my own mind, that much of the 
matter furnished us was not pure lymph, but was either pus 
or mixed pus. For, as I before stated, it took on all equally 
well, not excepting those having good fine marks from previous 
vaccination, and in fact I believe this class was more severely 
affected than any other. Many of the scars now present a red, 
smooth, shining surface, not at all pitted, but as from some old 
unhealthy sore. Some I vaccinated six months ago only recently 
complained to me'of their arms feeling sore, and the scar being 
irritable. The most of this I am satisfied resulted not from the 
impure blood of the patient, for it was too extensive, but from 
the impurity of the virus. and my experience has been so dis- 
couraging, that only under extreme circumstances could I be 
induced to use the points again, unless I was satisfied of their 
purity. ltseems to me there is a grave responsibility resting 
upon the parties furnishing those points and representing tnem 
as being charged with pure bovine virus when such results prove 
the contrary. 

Our jail I have visited frequently, and always found ic clean 
and well ventilated, and the prisoners well fed and healthy. 

I find the drinking water all over our county, when obtained 
from wells, pure to the greatest degree, and I encourage the 
digging and boring of wells as much as possible. 

. [ find the Boards of Health always ready and willing to pro- 
pose and urge sanitary measures, but the Boards of Mayor and 
Aldermen are loathe to carry out any health ordinances, or ex- 
pend any money as long as there seems no danger of an epi- 
demic of yellow fever. 

The health ordinances recommended ‘by boards of health, 
and adopted by municipal boards generally, remain as a dead 
letter on the ordinance book, no further interest being mani- 
fested; the duties of all have been discharged., the law complied 
with, and all is serene as no epidemic threatens. 
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To sum up we have cause to be thankful for the good health 
of our county and the abundant crops bestowed upon us. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. L. D. Harrison, Chief Health Officer. 


- 


Professional duties and other causes have delayed my report 
beyond the time contemplated by you, but hoping that the 
delay will not cause serious inconvenience, I now procéed to 
make such statements im regard to the health of Franklin 
county since the beginning of this year as in my judgment 
will be sustained by facts. . 

First, I will endeavor to give a topographieal outline ot 
some of the most important features of this county. The 
eastern portion of this county is very much broken, and pine. 
is the predominant growth, sometimes amounting to forest. 
Ju such localities we have permanent springs of pure, clear- 
water. As a consequence of the broken condition of the- 
country the water courses are, with a few exceptions, clear- 
and swift. Near these watercourses, owing to the springs and: 
sipes from the hills, the bottoms remain wet until Jate in the - 
spring, and during the summer and fall in such localities ma- 
larial fevers are prevalent; especially is this the case near the - 
Homochitto river, which passes through the eastern and south- 
ern portion of our county, which, unlike the other streams of” 
the county, has a serpentine course, and its waters, when not. 
disturbed by heavy rains, are sluggish. . The middle and west-- 
ern portiens of the county are also of a hilly nature, and are: 
watered by the Middle Fork, Morgan’s Fork, Well's Creek: 
and their tributaries, all flowing in a south-wes.ern directions 
and emptying into the Homochitto river. The springs and 
small streams in this portion, with a few exceptions, are not 
permanent, and during a dry summer cease to flow. During 
the early sammer months of this year rains were so frequent 
as to keep these streams and springs flowing, consequently 
intermittent and remittent fevers were scarce. 

After my appointment as Health Officer I addressed letters 
to all the leading physiciaus of this county, soliciting informa- 
tion in regard to the health of their localities, but received 
information from only a very limited number; therefore my 
report must neeessarily be brief. 

During the latter part of the winter and early spring, pneu- 
monia and pleurisy prevailed to a considerable extent; these 
diseases yielded very readily, however, there being 3 very 
small per cent. of fatal cases, and those confined mostly to 
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the eastern and southern portions of the county, among old 
persons and infants. 

During the month of April and May a mild form of dysen- 
tery made its appearance, and though mild in its nature did 
not yield very readily: It attacked all.ages and conditions. 

The months of June and July were remarkable as being the 
most healthy portions of the year. During that time the 
county was almost entirely free from malarial affections; owing, 
as I have before stated, to frequent rains that flushed and puri- 
fied the springs and small streams. t 

Malarial fevers of a congestive type have been common 
during the months of August and September. They have 
attacked all ages, but have been most fatal among infants. 
Whooping-cough and roseola have prevailed in the western 
and southern portions of the county during the last named 
months, but as a general rule these diseases have been uncom- 
plicated and free from danger. 

I have since my appointment given notice to physicians and 
others that I would, when necessary or when requested, visit 
&ny localities in the county aud investigate any causes or sup- 
posed causes of sickness, but no such request has been made. 

The sanitary condition of our publie buildings is good, with 
&mple means of ventilation, with the exception of our county 
jail, which is very poorly ventilated, but which, owing to the 
small number confined there and the short time of imprison- 
ment, has been free from serious diseases. 

No vital or mortuary statistics are kept in this county, and 
Ithink it will be a difficult task to educate the physicians to 
give proper attention to such records. I think the general 
health of this county for the last twelve months has been better 
than for several years. 


GRENADA COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. G. W. Trimble, Chief Health Officer. 


Our county still remains remarkably healthy. At this time 
we have in Grenada an outbreak of whooping-cough, though 
in a mild form, requiring very little treatment. We are 
singularly free from pneumonia and other iung affections, 
when we might look for them from the sudden changes in the 
weather. 

I have lately made an examination of the jail of our county 
and the school buildings of the town, and find them all in good 
sanitary condition. 
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HOLMES COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. G. C. Phillips, Chief Health Officer. 


For the past year this.county has fortunately escaped a visi- 
tation from any contagions- or epidemic disease of a serious. 
character. The winter and spring months unusually healthy ; 
no sickness worth mentioning, except a mild form of measles, 
introduced into the county. in January by some students from 
Stark ville. 

During the months of February, March, April and May, pneu- 
monia prevailed to a considerable extent, especially along tlie. 
foot hills and river district, but not so much as last year. From 
the Ist of August to the present time we have had an unusual 
amount of malarial fever all over the county, more than last 
year and more fatal. 

Taken as a whole, the year has been one of more than aver. 
age health. We have had no small-pox, scarlet fever, diphtlreria, 
ete., and only a few sporadic cases of typhoid fever and dys- 
entery. 

January 28th I received eighty vaccine points from the State 
Board of Health; on February 4th, ninety points; February 
20th, two hundred and twenty points, These I distributed to 
the physicians of the county in the proportion of ten each, 
and urged a general vaccination. Nearly all whites were vacci- 
nated. But few negroes presented themselves for it, although 
offered free of charge. 


ITAWAMBA COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. M. W. Howard, Chief Health Officer. 


—— — 


I have the honor to submit to your honorable body my first 
annual report, which includes report for the entire year of 
1882, as the Health Officer of the county of Itawamba. 

It affords me pleasure to report that the sanitary condition 
of the county for the past vear has maintained an unusually 
good character. Our people have enjoyed an almost uninter- 
rupted immunity trom epidemics and contagious diseases. No 
general prevalence of any disease has occurred. Measles, 
mumps, whooping- cough and diphtheria of a mild type have 
been prevalent i in some > localities, but attended with butasmall 
fatality in proportion to the number of cases, and many cases - 
have required but little treatment. 

Typho-malarial fevers have prevailed in some sections of the 
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county, but nearly all the cases have yielded to proper treat- 
ment. <A few sporadic cases of typhoid fever have come to my 
knowledge, but a very small proportion have ended fatally. 


I have visited and inspected our county prison and the poor 
house, and find that the sanitary measures recommended and 
advised by me have been very well observed. I have visited 
and inspected most all of the localities of my county, and find 
in? proportion to the number of inhabitants few cases of disease 
existing among them. In some neighborhoods the drinking 
water and that used for culinary purposes is contaminated 
with organic matter. JI all such cases I have had the causes 
removed, and have met with no resistance from the people. 
The people have cheerfuliy conformed to the health laws of 
the State whenever properly advised as to its utility and prac- 
ticability. In several instances I have been requested to regu- 
late these matters for them, they willing to bear a proportion 
or all the expense. I have at my own expense published an 
article in my county paper advising such general sanitary 
measures as practical and in accordance with the general health 
laws of the State, as recommended by the Board of Health ; 
in many instances it has been observed strictly by the people, 
and I am satisfied has been of much advantage. 


For the past year I have repeatedly advised the people of 
my county as to the importance of vaccination, and have also 
urged it upon the physicians to aid me in the effort by persist- 
ent appeals, but up to this time the people have given it but a 
small part of their attention. I vaccinated all, wherever and 
` whenever I could, with the virus furnished by the State Board, 
and distributed to physicians in my county free of charge, 
having endeavored to impress the people as to the great neces- 
sity of complying. I extended my services free in every in- 
stance, yet but a small portion have been vaccinated, notwith- 
standing small pox has been prevalent in some portions of the 
State for twelve months past. 


We have many causes, local and otherwise, that will have to 
be removed in order to secure a more perfect immunity from 
the ravages of diseases in our county in the future. First, the 
credulity of the mass of the people will have to be overcome 
by a proper mode of instruction as to the great laws that reg- 
ulate health. Secondly, a more perfect system of drainage by 
ditching, etc. is very important. Also, many noxious elements 
will have to be removed by burning and otherwise, that have 
the nature of breeding malarial poison. Notwithstanding, 
the county of Itawamba will compare favorably with that of 
any in the State as regards the health of its citizens, the mor- 
tuary list not amounting to more than one-half or one to every 
three hundred inhabitants of the entire county. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY. \ 


Report of Dr. N. L. Guice, Chief Health Officer. 


The general average of sickness in the county during the past 
twelve months has varied little if any from that of (recent) 
former years. The most prevalent diseases have been malarial 
fevers, pneumonia and eatarrhal troubles, the usual infantile 
discases, ete. Whooping-cough and measles have been preva- 
lent in some sections of the county. No unusual fatality 
attended these troubles so far as is known to me. 

Typhoid fever made its appearance in the eastern portion of 
the county, near Union Church, in October last, and continued 
for several months, Through a report from my friend, Dr. J, ' 
J. McLean, I learn that the disease first appeared in a well-to-do 
family occupying a commodious and well ventilated residence 
situated on an elevation and surrounded by a high rolling 
country. Dr. McLean states that the residence and all the 
surroundings were in apparently a good hygienic condition, ` 
and that no cause for the origin of the disease could be found, 
The fever could not be traced to import: tion.” There were three : 
cases in this family, all-occurring on the same day, and all re- 
sulting in recovery. Within a period covering four or five months 
the disease appeared in several families in this large neighbor- 
hood, these families being in most instances widely separated 
and having no communication one with another. Some cases 
were severe and protracted, ` 

Dr. McLean writes, February 7th: “Lately all the cases are 
very mild. I treated in all thirteen cases, scattered over a large 
district of country. One case only proved fatal, and death in 
that case was caused by uremia.” Dr. McLean was unable to 
discover either the cause of origin or spread of typhoid fever 
in this community. The country is elevated, hilly or “rolling.” 
and the habits of the people temperate and cleanly. Dr. D. 
C. Warren, of the same neighborhood, reports the oc2urrence 
of a virulent form of typhoid in one family in June. The 
disease in this instance was distinctly traceable to importation 
from a neighboring county. In this family there were six 
cases and three deaths. This family was poor, with all hygienic 
surroundings exceedingly bad. Though the disease was viru- 
lent in this family it failed to spread to others, notwithstanding 
the fact that the neighboring people visited the house without 
restraint or precaution, No ease of typhoid fever has occurred 
in this neighborhood since the month of July. : 

Two cases of this disease have occurred within six miles of 
Fayette—one occurring in January and the other in May. Th® 
first case was imported from a neighboring county. This on? . 
ended fatally on the fifteenth day. "This ( negro) was treated | 


»- 


70 Missigsipr1 State Boakp -oF HEALTH, 


by myself; was isolated, and disinfectants were used. At 
‘death of subject the contents of room were either destroyed or 
dsinfected. No other case occurred in this house or vicinity. 
Tihe second case occurred in a stout young negro living in a 
comfortable cabin in an elevated, rocky region. In this case 
the disease was not recognized until late. The neighloring 
negroes visited the house without reserve up to the death and 
burial of the subject. When seen by me, thia was a typical 
case of typhoid fever. In this instance the disease did not, 
spread either in the immediate family or to those who had 
visited the sick man. A’ rigid investigation made by myself. 
failed to reveal the cause of origin of the disease in this in- 
stance. 

‘Dr. McPherson reports (verbally) that he has seen “several” 
cases of typhoid fever in the northern portion of this county 
during the year. Subjects all negroes and origin of disease 
probably traceahle to “inipure water and general hygienic sur- 
roundings.” 

Prior to December the sanitary condition of the county jail 
was very bad, owing to imperfect ventilation. I had several 
times inspected this building and reported to the Board of Sa- 
pervisors, urging the necessity of proyer ventilation, In De- 
cember the improvements were added and the building is now 
in. a good hygienic. condition. . 

In January I published an- address to the people, urging the 
immediate vaccination ot all unprotected subjects and the 
vaccination of those who had not recently undergone the 
operation. Subsequently a liberal supply of fresh bovine 
virus was furnished me by the Secretary of the State Board 
of Health. This was sent by me, in installments, to all the 
practicing physicians of the county, by whom it was used. 
I retained tor my own use, a part of each lot of virus sent. I 
found this virus uniformly good. Some of the physicians to 
whom it was sent reported tuat it did not “take,” and that it 
was hence worthless, I am constrained to believe that these 
failures were due to imperfect application. 

I vaccinated myself, 888 persons. Of these 680 were primary 
and 208 secondary vaccinations. The great bulk of the sub- 
jects were negroes—no charge being made for the work. . In 
the majority of subjects I employe? “arm to arm” ‘vaccination. — 
My method was to vaccinate a few children of a school or 
neighborhood with bovine virus, and on the eighth day to vacci- 
nate from the vesicle. This method was entirely satisfactory, 
and was necessary o'ving to the high price of bovine virus. 

In many instances I was forced to-use the crust—the same 
being carefully selected by myself. Am sorry to say that not- 
withstanding the care used in selecting the. crust, I witnessed 
from.it many painful results in the shape of poisoned wounds 
or ulcers, sloughing, phagedena, erysipelatous inflammation, 
glandular swellings, etc. In short, my experience with the 
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crust virus was such that I shall in the future, not use it except 
én emergenc.es. : 

In the month of March the “buffalo gnat" appeared in this 
county on and near the Mississippi river. This gnat is truly a 
fierce and «destructive insect. So far as I know, this insect 
attacks only horses and mules, It is exceedingly destructive 
of these useful animals. It is said to be quite difficult to pro- 
tect horses and mules against this guat. When the insect. 
appears in numbers, farmers as a rule sent their stock back 
from the river into distriets exempt from the gnat, But, in 
spite of every precaution,.the losses in this county alone, from, 
this destructive insect, amounted to many thousand dollars.’ I. 
I have no personal knowledge of this insect, and hence cay 
give no description of its origin, habits, etc. An animal attacked. 
and bitten by numbers of the gnat is said to die of (evident) 
poisoning. Was informed by Dr. Shields, of this county, that 
whisky was used with apparent success in some of the bitten 
animals. Where the stock is not sent back from the infested 
districts, farmers, to protect the same, employ smoke, anointings 
with fish oil, carbolized oil and rancid oil, or “grease” of any 
description- 7 

Dr. P. H. Wade reports that the malarial fever prevailing in 
his vicinity is more than commonly obstinate—-requiring “more 
quinine than is customary for its suppression." .Dr. ‘Wade . 
reports several cases of dysentery and.two cases of scarlatina.. 
He says nothing of theorigin of the scarlatina. 

Under the ‘Act to regulate the practice of medicine in the 
State," all practicing physicians of the county have either. 
registered or applied for examination as provided. Under this 
law several individuals have registered who are not physicians, 
and who,in fact, have no knowledge of the science of medicine. 
While this is true and unfortunate, I am content with the re- 
flection that this valuable law of our State will be incalculably 
serviceable to her citizens in future. Such a law was actually 
needed, and while the good effect was not immediate, its future 
operation will prove abundantly remunerative. 


owen VNDC. 


LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 7 
Report of Dr. J. T. Chandler, Chief Health Officer. 


Since October Ist, 1881, we have had no contagious diseases 
in:this county. In February there was small-pox in Panola 
county, -near the line ot this county, and the people in the west- 
ern part of the county were very much alarmed, Some were 
coming in.every day to.be vaccinated. As soon.as virus could 
be: obtained from.St. Louis I began :to vaccinate and send 
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virus to the physicians in the country along the Panola line, 
with instructions for them to propagate it as soon as possible. 
Before I reecived the first lot from you, nearly every neighbor- 
hood in the county had been supplied with sume virus. As I 
reccived it from you I distributed it to physicians aud other 
persons over the county. I was very successful with the 
bovine virus; much more so with the humanized, 

I cannot tell what per cent of each was successful, for some 
of those that I vaccinated had scars from previous vaccination, 
and it was very often the case that I would never see nor hear 
from them after they were vaccinated. I vaccinated and re- 
vaccinated about four hundred during the month of March. 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. B. A. Vaughan, Chief Health Officer. 


) 


In complianee with tho law, I herewith transmit my annual 
report as Chief Health Officer for the county of Lowndes: 

Ircgret to report less favorabiy as to the general health of 
these people than in the preceding yeur; not that sanitation 
is less observed or conditions less favorable, but climatic causes 
have been priine factors in this change. 

In the winterand spring following my last report, measles and 
whooping cough were generally prevalent. The characteristics 
of Measle^, which prevailed among us, though not generally 
distinguished by the physician or household (it was Roetheln), 
led to but few serious results, the mortality from this cause 
wasless than that from whooping cough. 

Oa the 13th of January last, I reported to Your Secretary 
measles as an epidemic here. At the same time I reported 
typhoid fever to considerable extent. 


VACCINATION, 


This was generaily practiced in the early spring throughout 
the county, thanks to the ample supply of bovine virus placed 
in my hands for distribation by your Secretary. I beieve I 
put into the hauds of every practitioner of medicine in the 
county a pro rata of the virus, according to the population of 
his baliwick. The success attending vaccination was fully 
eighty per cent., a markedly noticeable feature being.the suc- 
cess in re vaccinations, it being equal to that in primary cases, 
Very many anomalies occurred, both curious and threatening 
in character, but, I believe, with no unfortunate result. In 
thé midst of active vaccination I reported to your Secretary a 
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Case of small-pox. It was located some four miles southeast 
from Artesia. The source of this solitary case was believed to 
be a predatory father, who had recently returned home from 
one of his excursions with a lot of see ond-hand clothing. Iso- 
lation was enforced. The occurrence of this case > greatly stimu- 
lated vaccination seekers. 


SCARLET FEVER AND DIPHTHERIA. 


On the 17th of July last I reported to Dr. Wirt Johnston, 
Secretary, the existence of these diseases in Columbus. The 
former was introduced from Florida by a returning family, who 
had been visiting that State. The malady not being recog- 
nized as fully developed, desquimation was waited for, so it 
was not reported tothe health authorities, nor was it isolated. 
The disease invaded eight other families before the Health 
Offiver’s attention was called to it. All ofthese families had 
the most intimate reiation toward the household introducing 
the fever. Isolation was, by proclamation of the Board of 
Health, then instituted. No other case occurred. ‘The last 
case seen was on the third of August last. One case’ proved 
fatal, from suppuration of the cervical glands. 

Diphtheria occurred in one househcld only, and but two 


cases, a mother and son. The son, a boy of about five years 6f 


age, died on the third day of illness. The mother recovered 
with no secondar y symptoms. Iam of the opinion that these 
two cases were from local causes, They occurred in one of the 
few houses in the city where plumbing has been introduced, 
and I fearitis not executed as it shoald be. 

Mucous fever, of a low grade, has been more or less preva- 
lent since February last, with a tendency toward a typhoid 


condition. This fever has been treated as typhoid. Several. 


valuable lives have been lost from it. Columbus has bean the 
chief field of its prevalence, and from a study of the sub-soil 
stratification, I am inclined to believe the'eause to "be the privy 
vaults, sinks aud cess pools in the business squares of the city, 
the contents from which have not been removed for years, or 
probably not since their construction. The City Board of 
Health have memorialized the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
.for several years past on their unsanitary condition, and have 
recommended their cleansing and disuse, but without result. 
At this reporting, September 24th, the prevailing diseases 
are r»mittent and intermittent fevers and catarrhal affections. 
A large percentage of the laboring classes are sufferers from 
one or the other of these maladies. The unusual climatic 
conditions of this year and season, together with the exposures 
incident to attendance upon night. meetings for religious exer- 
cises, are prominent factors in producing so much of this sick- 
ness. Most of these meetings are held in ill-ventilated- houses, 
generally crowded to their utmost capacicy. The exercises 
eontinue into the small hours of the night, with emotional and 
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‘physical exertions general to the whole congregation. They 
soon are in temperature of fever heat, profusely perspiring in 
this condition, they emerge from the place of meeting into -the 
open air and experience they have left a temperature ot the 
nineties for one of the sixties. Riding or walking home under 
such circumstance and condition, very many of them find they 
have attended meeting once too often. With the fevers and 
eatarrlis, symptoms of **Dengue” are prominent—all, I think, 
mostly incident to the exposures related above. 

Mortuary statistics for the county are less favorable than for 
the past two years. This year the percéntage will reach quite 
be pk Excessive rain falls, which saturated the sub-soil, 
thereby sieping out the accumulated filth to places of potable 
water, I believe to be the most prominent factor in this increase 
of mortality. 

Where a remedy for such evils is to be found for the staying 
or removal of this cause of disease and death, I hesitate to sug- 
gest. Here Health Officers and local Boards of Health have 
no execution powers. ‘Fhe civil officers of the county seem to 
have yet to learn that the execution of the laws of sanitation 
and hygiene, are expected of them. 


SCHOOLS. 


Through school ‘boards and teachers [ have been able to 
have some modification of school rules as thev existed at my 
last report. Such modifications, I think, will be conducive to 
health. J have not been able to influenve the introduction of 
a system of physical training. Books and attention to books 
absorb all other trainings, so that physical health is left very 
much to accident or-exercise out of school hours. The school : 
buildings average fairly, the County Superintendert of Public 
Education having exercised reasonable care to secure as good 
buildings as possible. Light, ventilation and the. means of 
heating are not all they sbould be, but except myopia eyes, I 
can learn of no morbid condition among the pupils traceable 
to improper school houses. "luere is a decided per cent of 
myopia, caused, I think, from badly-lighted rooms, and I fear 
the economy of heating by means of stoves will be found to be 
economy at the expense of health. M 

Drinking water, I have continued to examine. I think the 
health of some localities has been improved from suggestions 
by me as to water, 

Public buildings and buildings for publie resort, save the 
jail, are reasonablv good for the purposes for which they are 
used. None of them, however, are provided with fire escapes, 
and some few not well ventilated. 

The law *'To Regulate the Practice of Medicine" is too 
recent in its operations to deduce conclusions as to its effect.. 
Under it forty-three physicians of the county registered and 
became licentiates. ‘Two practitioners did not register, and 
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one of them, in the city of Columbus, has continued to 
practice medicine without let or hindrance. No civil officer of 
the county has taken notice of this violation of law. I have 
conceived it my duty as Chiet Health Officer, to give the people 
of the county the names of the licentiates, so they may know 
who the State deems legally competent to practice me licine. 
Under the law, Health Officers are requested to repori sug- 
gestions as to public health. I beg to renew those of my report 
of 1881, relative to schools and Health Officers, and to further 
suggest some law or rule from your Board which will compel 
railroad companies and steamboats, carrying passengers, or 
employes, to provide and carry on each train, and ‘boat, an 
accident medicine chest, furnished with such medical and 
surgical supplies as-the State Board of Health may designate. 


While preparing this report;one-case of diphtheria appeared 
in Columbus, which I reported to. your. Secretary. 

The following I caused to be published in the newspapers of 
the.county, just prior to the-opening.of the schools, for the 
refleetion.of parents and benefit of school children aud teachers: 

“The seasons-have made again their eircuit, the school year 
begins, and the important question comes up for the decision 
of parents: where shall we sent our boys and giris for instruc- 
tion? For some the answer is not difficult. They fix, at once, 
on the nearest institution, or the most famous, -or cheapest, 
and give no further thought to the matter. Others are more 
critical in their demands. "hey have discovered that a great- 
deal passes under the general name of school which is the last 
thing in the world an intelligent parent would desire to pur- 
chase for his children. "There is for instance the bad school 
air, varying in degree from tlie simple stuffiness of ill-ventilated 
apartments to the malignant fever-germs of filth and decompo- 
sition. It was but the other day that Princeton College was 
found to be breathing the emanations of an immense cesspool, 
causing the illness and death of students. If an institution of 
erudition and renown could ignore the simplest sanitary ar- 
rangements, how great is the probability that hundreds of 
humbler seminaries do the same? Another great evil which 
parents who are confiding their children to boarding-schools 
have to consider is that of a poor and insufficient menu. Boys 
and girls who ere growing, who are using their ‘brains and 
lungs as they ought, require the best dietary that science and 
art can command. Medical men tell us tliat the one simple 
cause of the general ill-health of the seminary girl, is lack of 
nutritition. It is generally attributed to study, and hence tlie 
notion has become current that intellectual exercise is pecu- 
liarly unhealthy for women. Vassar, and some other model 
institutions, have demonstrated that it is not study which is so 
fatal to the female constitution, but starvation. There are 
many things, also, in methods of instruetion which invite the 
solicitude of the intelligent parent. In the abundant denun- 
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ciation of old processes, which he hears on all sides, and in the 
enthusiastic advocacy of this or that royal road, he will be 
peculiarly fortunate «if he has in the end any definite ideas of 
his own. He will probably find it best to drop all thought of 
particular metio ls, and limit ais efforts simply to the choice of 
an educator. If he finds a true one, he may best leave to him 
all matters of detail. In this choice, let him select, as a rule, 
the largest patterns. The best educators are those who have 
the most men or the most women in tnem. 

As to the general character of the edueation, some very per- 
tinent remarks are furnished us by Professor J. R. Buchanan, 
himself a distinguished educator. Among the iniportant 
things to be sought he ranks: 

** First and most necessary, physiological developement; the 
formation of the manly, aetive, healthy constitution, compe- 
tent to live a hundred years—competent to win success in life 
by unflagging energy—competent to enjoy life and thus become 
a source of happiness to others instead of a pauperor an invalid 
—competent to transmit life, health and joy to the thousands 
of future ages—competent to meet all the ditfieulties of life 
triumphantly, instead of struggling in misery and railing at 
society and at Divine Providence. Such are the men society 
needs, but if our colleges would look back two thousand years 
they would see how much better this education was conducted 
then. Instead of making men and women the colleges have 
often impaired or destroyed them; broken them down so often 
that is even made an argument against education, aud espe- 
cially against the education of women, that education is dan- 
gerous to health. A grosser falsehood than this has never 
been current in civilized society. Elucation means develop- 
ment of our powers and organs, and true education is necessa- 
rily healthful and pleasnut! A male or female school which 
doss not develop its pupils, which dogs not scnd them home 
in better health and devetopment than when they were re- 
ceived. ought to be abolished as a mistake, if not a nuisanee:” 

Number of cniliren at publie schools of the county, 4,922, 
occupying 72 buildings for school purposes. 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. E. J. Bowen, Chief Health Odicer. 


- 


From the date of my last report, October 1, 1881, the health 
of this county has varied but little from the average. The 
usual scourge of measles and whooping cough has been lighter 
and the diseases less prevalent. I do not remember that there 
was ever complete exemption from these during the whole winter 
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and spring. There was a small number of cases of typhoid or 
continued fever in scattered localities during the spring months, 
These cases were all very protracted, though none were fatal. 
They occurred in groups mostly, two or three cases in a family 
and all among whites. 

The disease disappeared by the 15th of July. Since that 
time malarial fevers have prevailed more generally than at any 
time since the year 1877. 

It is not possible to give any approach to correctness 19 vital 
statistics in this county, however much desired. There are no 
_ cemeteries within the corporate limits of any of the towns, and 
all the interments are made without any sort of certificates, 
neither is there any certificates of births. A correct record of 
marriages might be obtained from our county records, but that 
alone would be of little use. As to deaths by casualties, the 
railroad leads in the list, not less than ten to twenty falling vic- 
tims to this juggernot. .Most of the victims are prepared for the 
sacrifice by anzesthetic doses of alcohol. 

Our people have expressed very little concern about quaran- 
tine this year. As for suggestions for improvement in sanita- 
tion, the principal points within practical limits to be made is 
more comfortable quarters and better clothing for the winter 
months. 


LEFLORE COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. M. G. Davis, Chief Health Officer. 


In reporting to you of sanitary condition of onr county, I 
I ean report nothing of much import. We have had rather an 
increased amount of diseases of malarial origin over the two 
preceding years. Such diseases, too, have been of more severe 
type than we have had for several years. Malarial hemorrhagic 
fever has prevailed with much fatality. No other form of dis- 
eases gave any trouble until after the fall and winter months 
brought us considerable pneumonia, almost all cases of which 
have been severe, but with no great fatality. 

The sanitary condition of our town is about as usual. 
Nothing has been done during the year in the way of improve- 
ment, except that the overtlow washed the town thoroughly, 
leaving it free of the worst amount of rubbish and impurities 
which has rested upon us for several years. 

The condition of the county jail is good. No victims there 
during the vear. 

The small-pox which prevailed ir the northern part of our 
county during the months of October and September has been 
entirely arrested. Ail hands resumed work some weeks ago. 
Some cases were reported in the lower part of the county, but 
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it was well looked after, and’ having no report from there in . 


some weeks, I suppose its spreading has been arrested by this 
time. 


. LEAKE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. W. R. Blailock, Chief Health Officer. 


Ld 


The year ‘fuct ended has been uneventful from a public - 
health standpoint. No contagious disease has prevailed to any 
extent in' the county, except measles, and that has been con- 
fined to isolated communities, and has not shown a disposition 
to spread. The general health has been as good as the most 
philanthropic could desire. Very recently, however, as is usual 
at this season, there has been a sprinkling of malarial fever. 

With the exception of re-vaccinating about one hundred and 
fifty persons, which I did free of charge, and distributing vac- 
cine virus over the county, I have not performed a single 
official act. 


LEE COUNTY. 
‘Report of Dr. R. C. Cunningham, Chief Health Officer. 


I herewith transmit to you my annual report as Health Officer 
of Lee county, ending October 1, 1882, which but for oversight 
should have been forwarded at the proper time. 

The health of the people in this county has been unusually 
good, no general disease prevailing in any locality. Occasional 
sporadic cases of typhoid fever have occurred, but have gen- 
erally yielded kindly to the proper management. 

The rules and laws relating to public health have been cheer- 
fully complied with by our people, and very few sources of 
disease have been permitted in the county where it was pos- 
sible to rémove them. 

The county jail and poor-house have been inspected and 
found to- be in a good, cleanly and healthful condition, and the 
inmates well provided for in all respects. 

We have for several months past had an epidemic of roetheln, 
or German measles, which is still existing, but in such a mild 
form that but few cases require any medical attention. 
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NOXUBEE COUNTY. T 
Report of Dr. H. A. Minor, Chief Health. Officer. 


I herewith submit my annual report as Health Officer of this 
(Noxubee) county: l ' 

I am pleased to be able to report that neither epidemie nor 
contagious diseases have prevailed here. to any considerable 
extent this year, Inu few localities there have been some cases 
of typhoid fever. In some other localities there has been diph- 
theria, but in neither case has the mortality been great. 

Malarial diseases have prevailed to a greater extent than for 
many years, and of late there have been many cases difficult to 
control. There have been some cases of congestive chills, and 
I have learned from a physician, eight miles east, that he has 
had one-case of “up-country yellow fever." For several years 
that form of disease has been very infrequent in this county, 
though it was formerly frequently to be seen. 

In the spring we feared variola, and had one case of varioloid 
at Shuqualak, à village in this county. As you remember, we 
appealed to you for heip. The vaccine virus thus obtained, as 
well as some that I bought, I distributed to the physicians, in 
the county, urging them to vaccinate all they could induce to 
stand-the operation. I myself vaccinated six or eight hundred 
persons. 

I am still striving by all available means to educate my 
people up to a point at which they will properly appreci- 
ate sanitation, at which they will desire the aid of their 
family physician when they desire to choose sites for homes, in 
the building of their houses, in the securement of good water, 
proper drainage, etc. And I am still urging the physicians to 
study hygiene, but I am constrained to confess that I am not 
making much progress. 

I have visited several localities to investigate nuisances and 
to advise as to the best methods to drain lands, etc. 

In future, as in the past, I shall strive to do my duty faith- 
fully, and will report to you such things as I deem it my duty 
to report. 


Raa 


OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. W. N. Ames, Chief Health Officer. 


5 


I have the honor to report, that during the current year, end- 
ing Oct. 1, 1882, there have been no epidemic diseases prevailing 


E 
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in this county. The epidemic of Measles, of 1881, gradually 
died out after reaching, it appears, nearly every household in 
the county; and after extending to neighboring counties, has 
recently. been brought back to this county, and we now have a 
few cases at some mills about twelve miles south of Starkville. 
It is to -be noted that acute desquamative nephritis is a sequel 
of measles. The epidemic of last year left on our hands a few 
cases in the chronic form, terminating fatally. They had gen- 
eral dropsy, as from scarlet fever. The majority of the fatal 
cases were confined to the colored race, and was caused mainly 
by dosing their patients with hot teas and withholding cold 
water, and neglect of medical treatment generally. 

I reported last October the existence in our midst of typhoid 
fever. This fever did not present all the essential features of 
genuine typhoid. The physicians called it typho-malarial 
fever—recognizing the fact that in the majority of cases 
some of the most prominent symptoms of diagnostic value 
were absent. Dr. Woodward, of the U.S. A., who conferred this 
unfortunate name on camp fever, has now rep"diated the name. 
The profession have been singularly silent about the Ciagnosis 
of the fever that was so extensive last fall, extending as it did 
from north of the Ohio river to the gulf of Mexico, and as 
extensive east and west. The fever we saw here was not uni- 
form as to its symptoms. I never saw a case presenting all 
the symptoms of typhoid fever. 

I have to report the extensive prevalence of malarial fever, 
at this time, inthis county. The type is rather mild. I know 
of but one case of malarial bzematuria, and no ease of the con- 
gestive type. I know of the existence of a few cases of in- 
flammatory remittents of a serious nature, where the spleen is 
acutely inflamed. With the exception of malarial fever now so 
prevalent, this county has been uniformly healthy during the 
past year. 


PANOLA COUNTY. | 
Report of Dr. A. I. Ellis, Chief Health Officer. 


In compliance with my duty as Chief Health Officer of 
Panola county, I beg leave to submit the ;ollowing annual 
report of the sanitary condition of this county, for the year 
ending October 1st, 1882. I regret to inform the State Board 
of Health, that in consequence of my failure to secure the 
necessary cooperation of my medical friends, my report will 
not be as full and satisfaetory a$ I would desire. 

Iissued a circular and. published in our county papers re- 
"requesting physicians residing in different localities in the 
county to report to me the principal diseases prevailing oF 
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having prevailed in their respective neighborhoods since the 
lst October last, with statement of the amount of sickness this 
year as compared with preceding years F received no reply. 
I also requested in the same circular, physicians in the county 
to furnish me a statement of their vaccinations—whether a 
primary or revaccination—with the result. This request was 
only responded to by Dr. John Wright of Sardis, and Dr. W. 
O. Harvis of Batesville. I have used all possible efforts to 
collect mortuary statistics by making direct appeals to our 
physicians, but with very unsatisfactory results. The Talla- 
hatchie river runs nearly through the center of this county, 
from east to west, dividing the county into two geographical 
divisions, (north and south). My information derived from 
medical and other gentlemen, resident on the south side, au- 
thorize me to report more malarial diseases during thé summer 
months on that side of the river than last year, which was 
mainly of the intermittent, remittent and congestive character 
of malarial diseases, with moderate death rate. 

On the north or Sardis side of the river, I am satisfied, from 
personal and other evidence, that we have had less malarial 
diseases during the last summer months—making in the aggre- 
gate about the same total of malarial fevers as the preceding 
year. During the winter and early spring months, we had a 
few cases of inflammatory diseases, such as rheumatism. bron- 
ehitis, pneumonia, and the ordinary catarrhal fevers. At dif- 
ferent periods during the last year, we had some sporadic 
typhoid fever in some localities, generally of a mild type, with 
but few deaths Also about the usual diseases of a nervous 
character have prevailed. We have been remarkably exempt 
from: diseases of children of an epidemic nature. I have to 
report, however, a few cases of sporadic diphtheria, from which 
only one death has been reported to me. I have no epidemie 
this year to report except small-pox, which was brought into 
our county, about the middle of March, by a negro man from 
Memphis. The disease occurred in the extreme southeastern 
corner of tne county. There were nineteen cases -all colored 
— and confined to one neighborhood. The cases are thus elassi- 
fied: Seven confluent cases, eight distinct, aud four varioloid, 
resulting in four deaths. 


I am satisfied that but for the judicious management of Dr. 
E. B. Beanland, (Inspector,) and Dr. Davis of the same neigh- 
borhood, the disease would have spread to a greater extent, 
with increased mortality. 


The pupils in our public schools have enjoyed generally good 
health during the past year, only an occasional case of disease 
oceurr.ng of a mild type. . 


This county is divided into two judicial districts. conse- 
queptly, we have two jails—one in Sardis, the other in Bates- 
vill. They are both in good sanitary condition under the 
humane and excellent care of our Shériff. 

6 
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In closing this report, I am proud to say that our connty has 
: about fifty” licensed physicians, and with few exceptions all 
belong to the regular Allopathic school. I regret exceedingly, 
-however, to report their manifest want and proper appreciation 
sof Sanitary reform. 

I herewith transmit to you a list of my vaccinations during 
‘the present year: i 


“Total number of cases vaccinated... ....00..02.0.0 2.2008. 124 
"Total number of primary cases. ........ 00.0 2 ee ee eee 73 
"Total number of re-vaccinations......... eds Sekai esied 35 
‘Satisfactory results from primary \ vaccination o... 60 
“Satisfactory results from re-vaccination...............0... 15 


Having received no blanks for the purpose of keeping a 
record of vaccinations, I present the statement as above, and 
:also enclose statements of Drs. John Wright and W. O. Harris. 


BATESVILLE, Miss., September 28th, 1882. 


ADr. A. I. Ellis, Sardis, Miss.: 


In obedience to your request, and that of the State Board of 
"Health, I hereby submit my report of vaccinations tor this 
year: 

I vaccinated altogether 93— white 75, colored 18. Ofthe 
"white primary vaccinations 16 too% and 20 failed, one not heard 
from. Secondary white, 26 took and 10 failed, 2 not heard 
from. 

Of the colored vaccinations, primary, 11 took and 2 failed. 

: Secondary, 5 took, no failure. 

The Bovine points almost all failed. I used 20 or 30 ot 
"them, and was particular to use them in primary cases and 
hose of healthy persons. 

Several of the cases that are counted as good were vaeci- 
-nated two and three times before they took. 

No case was re- vaccinated after having taken. 

Respectfully, 
O. Harris, M. D. 


Report. of cases vaccinated from January 27th, to March 


29d, 1882: 


"Total Number of cases vaccinated.. .......... NE 
Number of primary cases.... 9 2393 Ax epu Los agg. SO 
-Number of re-vaccinations. .......0 2.2... eee eee eee 30 
Satisfactory results from primary vaccination............. 80 
Satisfactory results from re-veccination...............56. _ 10 


Joun Wricut, M. D. 
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RANKIN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. P. Fairly, Chief Health Officer. 


The sickness in this vicinity, for the past five months, has 
been of a severe form, typhoid and malarial fever prevailing to 
a considerable extent. Also a number of cases of malarial 
hematuria. Oftentimes the malarial element was quite prom- 
inent in typhoid cases, but over which quinine had but little 
effect in controling the ‘rise and fall” of the fever. The first 
cases of typhoid fever occurred about the first of August, and 
have occurred in differen: localities up to the present writing. 

The sanitary condition of Brandon is excellent. 

Our jail is new and of modern structure, and in which no 
case of sickness has ever occurred. There is in the town of 
Brandon a well, whose waters being analyzed contains iron, 
sulphur, copperas, lime, magnesia and soda, from tlie use of 
which dyspepties and consumptives have been greatly bene- 
fitted, as many have tested the virtues of the water. 


SHARKEY. COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. C. Hall, Chief Health Officer. 


In obedience to your circular letter, of April 28th ult., I 
have the honor to respectfully submit the following report, for 
the year ending September 30th, 1882: 


INCORPORATED TOWNS. 


There is but one incorporated town in this county—Rolling 
Fork—the population of which does not exceed one bundred 
inhabitants, distributed over a district not less than a mile 
square. There are no local causes for sickness, and the town 
has no connection by river or rail during the summer and 
autumnal months, with places where epidemics ordinarily pre- 
vail. Nevertheless, in obedience to the wishes of the State 
Board, that each incorporated town should organize a Board 
of Health, to aid in sanitary reforms and prevent the appear- 
ance and prevalence of preventible diseases, as well as to collect 
mortuary statistics, I took the necessary steps to urge upon the 
town authorities the importance of organizing—which action 
was duly reported to your office. About that time the munici- 
pal offices were vacated; and, for reasons not necessary to 
mention here, the town has been without a Board of Mayor 
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and Aldermen until very recently. It is a matter for the State 
Board to decide whether it be necessary, or desirable, under 
the circumstances, and in view of the sparseness of its popula- 
tion and its isolated location, to urge upon the authorities to 
organize, as contemplated in your circular of April Jast. 


VACCINATION, 


During the months of March and April, I received several 
packages of bovine virus from your office, which was dis- 
tributed to the physicians of the county. It is to be regretted 
that Í am without information touching the number vaccinated, 
the results, and the number of persons who remain unprotected. 
It is obvious that, unless the practiving physicians make re- 
ports to the County Health Officer, it is impossible to collect 
and tabulate data of value bearing upon this or any kindred 
topic. | 

I am satisfied that quite a number of school children are still 
unprotected, and that if an epidemic of small-pox ever prevails 
in the county, its nucleus of distribution and spread will be 
through the agency of the publie schools. I would, therefore, 
urge upon the State Board the importance ol requiring school 
children, in attendance upon the public schools, to exhibit to 
the teachers a typical cicatrix, indented or foreolated with the 
minute pits which a suecessful vaccination is sure to leave be- 
hind it. Passable sears should be regarded in the light of . 
fulures, and the pupil denied school privileges until properly 
vaccinated. Whether there be any statute or not whereby the 
State Board can require the teachers of public schools to co- 
operate with the health authorities in securing the protection 
herein recommended, I feel sure that a general desire to pro- 
mote the puhlic weal would induce them to make mozthly re- 
ports to the Chef Health Officer of the number of unprotected 
children presenting themselves for admission to the public 
schools. This matter could be easily laid before the teachers 
through the courtesy of County Superintendents, and I dare 
say a systematized course of vaccination could be set on foot 
and carried out without interrupting the existing harmony that 
prevails in our schools. Adults are prone to avoid the annoy- 
ance growing out of vaccination, and rarely seek this protection 
at times when epidemic influences are not present to arouse 
them to a sense of their danger. By vaccinating during the 
years of childhood, the public mind is gradually educated up 
to the importance of the subject, and but a few years can elapse 
at the most, before the entire population of the State will be 
duly protected against a visitation of one of the greatest 
scourges, and foulest diseases, that ever afflicted the human 
race, 

COUNTY JAIL. 


While the sanitary condition of the county jail is not the 


EI 
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best, and could be greatiy improved by greater cleanliness 
about the building and enclosed grounds, I am happy to state . 
that the place has been free from disease. either originating 
within the walls of the prison or introduced from without. 

Tne upper story of the building, where the prisoners are 
coufined in iron cages, is moderately well veutilated. When 
the building was erected, the writer was consulted’ upon the 
ventilation of this part of the building, and recommended 
putting in flues to carry off foul gasses through the roof. The 
Board of Supervisors adopted the plan recommended, and I 
- have reason to think that the freedom of the prison from low 
forms of disease may be, in a measure, attributed io this timely 
precaution. 


DRINKING WATER. 


Most of the water used for drinking, and culinary purposes, 
is obtained from wells, and abounds in an abundance of organic 
matter; and, I think, the dysenteries which are sometimes 
epidemic inthe swamp counties of the State are dependent 
upon, aad traceable to impurities in the water used. It is 
noticeable that while families residing in the same locality, 
who use cistern water, are healthy; others who use well 
water without the precaution of filtration are seriously affected. 

The quantity and quality of the water in the wells is greatly 
affected by the rainfall, being more pure in dry seasons, and 
less so atter heavy and long continued rains, which carry 
down in their washings the filth.and debris of the surface soil, 
and poison the water supply for weeks and months afterward. 
The wells are curbed with cypress boards, which sooner or 
later decay and increase the dangers arising from the use of 
this kind of water. All wells should be curbed with brick, 
and some method of freeing the water of its impurities re- 
sorted to, if those who continue to use well water would avoid 
the evils arising from the daily use of impure water. 


GENERAL HEALTH OF THE COUNTY. 


The county has been free from contagious and infectious 
diseases, with the exception of a few cases of scarlet fever 
which appeared on the Sunflower river in the month of January. 
Although it was not possible to trace the ingress of the infec- 
tion, it was doubtless introduced from Vicksburg, where a few 
scattered cases have existed for several months. Successful 
precautionary measures prevented the spread of the disease to 
the denser population residing on Deer Creek. 

Succeeding the first and second overflows, malarial fevers, 
more or less virulent in type, have prevailed. Many: cases 
assumed the adynamic form, and were, in many respects, like 
' the continuous fevers. The diagnostic feature of ulceration in 
the small intestine, peculiar to typhoid fever, was wanting; 
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but the attendant prostration, and duration, marked them as 
. fevers of much gravity and danger. 

Later in the season, the usual autumnal fevers appeared, and 
werc, also, of a severe form and lower type than usually appears. 
Muny cases of malignant fever and malarial hematuria ap- 
peared during the months of August and September, accom pa- 
nied with some mortality; but, I am happy to say, not much 
above the annual average. 


SCOTT COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. L. Gresham, Chief Health Officer. 


I hérewith send vou my report as Chief Health Officer of 
Scott county, Miss., for the year ending the-30th ult. 

On the first of May last, I issued a request, which was pub- 
lished in our county paper, to the citizens of this county, 
. asking that they would give especial attention to the sanitary 
condition of their premises. This sanitary measure was the 
more necessaty on account of the unusual amount of rain 
which had fallen during the spring. 

I also addressed the Mayors of the different towns in this. 
county, requesting to be informed if there was a Board of 
Health in their town, and who was the President. Only the 
Mayor of Lake reported—Dr. A. McCollum President of the 
Board. 

This county has been unusually healthy until within the last 
ninety days. During this time we have had a greater amount 
of sickness than has prevailed since 1878. Iu the months of 
January and February there were a great many cases of jaun- 
dice, many cf them requiring no treatment. 

In thé month of July remittent bilious fever began to make 
its appearance in many localities. These ‘malarial fevers,’ as 
they are generally termed, have had their complications. Some 
have had a congestive complication, some of a typhoid, known 
as ''typlio malarial,” and other cases have had tonsilitis and 
laryngial complications. There has been but a small amount 
of mortality comparatively speaking. I have heard of a few 
cases of diphtheria, but from the most reliable information I 
was able to obtain think there was an error in the diagnosis. 
There have been no cases of contagious disease in this eounty 
requiring my notice. There have been a few cases of dysentery. 

It is sincerely hoped that the next Legislature will enact 
more laws for the enforcement of sanitary measures throughout. 
the country. 
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SMITH COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. A. G. McLaurin, Chief Health Officer." 


I have the honor to report that we have had no infectious or- 
contagious diseases in the county, and that the sanitary condi— 
tion of the county is good. 


TATE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. A. Long, Chief Health Officer. 


Since, my appointment as Health Officer of this county, im 
April last, I have not been as diligent iu my duties as I should 
have been, because of the failure of receiving the proceedings- 

‘of the State Board of Health. , 

I submit the following as my report as Health Officer: 
Owing to the mild winter. we had only a few cases of pneu- 
monia as compared to the past winters, and in a very mild 
form, In the early part of the spring, in the eastern portions 
of this county, there were several cases of scarlet fever, and a 
few deaths, but under tlie wise and judicious management of the- ` 
attending physicians, it was suppressed and did not assume an 
epidemic form. Whooping-cough has been among some of” 
the children of this county. but has been rather mild, and not 
much tendency.to spread. There have been a great many cases. 
of acute rheumatism and some deaths, but most of the gases- 
readily yielded under the free use of the salicylates. Small: 
children, from one to three years old, have suffered greatly: 
during the summer and early part of the fall, with non-inffam- 
matory diarrhoea, but I don't think the death rate bas beens 
any greater than any previous year. But of all the diseases 
malarial fevers “reign supremely.” From the amount of sick-- 
ness and the general appearance of the people, and ehildren,. 
of this county, of the ones that I have seen, proves that it is. 
an evident fact, that there has been more malarial poisoning: 
this year than in any one of the past fonr years. It has been. 
mostlv confiued along the borders of Cold Water river, the: 
western portiou of this county, and also along the borders of 
the creeks and low flat places. The people that lived near these 

.places have suffered immensely with intermittent, remittent, 
and congestive fevers, more of the latter than has been in. 
several years. „Some few cases of malarial hematuria, ma- 
jority of which died. The colored people seemed to have suf- 
fered more than the whites; and were not as amenable to 
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treatment as the whites, owiog to th:ir hygienic surroundings 
and inaccurate knowledge in administering medicines. 

^nthisis is very common among the black race; about two 
die to one white, and it cannot be traced to any of their 
ancestors; the young negroes mostly have the disease. .There 
is a great deal of syphilis among them, and [think in the course 
ef time, the whole generation will be contaminated with it. 

And, allow me to say in conclusion, I think the principal 
cause of so much sickness this summer was the overflows in 
the spring and the mildness of the past winter, for it was not 
cold long enough, at any one time, to stop the production of 
malarial poisoning. We had cases of genuine intermittent 
and remittent fevers during the whole winter, and in persons 
that hud been previously healthy. 


TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. Carroll Hendrick, Chief Health Officer. 


E 


Inasmuch as the law requires each Health Officer to make 
report on the first of October in each year, I beg leave to re- 
port as follows: : 

(1.) There has been no epidemic of any kind in Tishomingo 
county during the past year. There have been a few cases of 
whooping cough and measles, but of a mild type. 

(3.) There has been no case of serious sickness in the county 
jail, and only a few persohs have been coafined in said jail 
during the present year. The jail has all along been in a good 
and comfortable condition. 

(3.) There have been some cases of “sore throat.” which 
some persons have regarded diphtheria, but they were only 
inflammatory sore throat, from the best information I can get. 

(4.) During the small pox excitement I vaccinated quite a 
number of children ànd some adults, and sent the virus you 
furnished to all the physicians on or near the railroad, request- 
ing them to vaecinate all persons gratis who could not pay. 
There was nota single case in the county of small-pox, and 
none near us that I know of. 

(95.) Several times each vear I visit all places of importance 
in the county, and make such suggestions as I thiuk to the 
interest of the health of the people. Almost ail the younger 
physicians in the county aid me, and are ever ready to give me 
any information of interest, and during my absence kept me 
informed as to the sickness, ete., in the county. 

(6.) Iuka is naturally healthy; there have been, however, a 
number of cases of bowel diseases among the children in and 
around Iuka. 
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(7.) During the last six weeks we have had a great many 
cases of chills-and intermittent and 1emittent fever in the 
county; but few of them are of a serious nature. 

As the county is healthy nearly all the time, and there is 
little required of the health officer, I know of nothing more to 
report. All of which is respectfully submitted. 


WARREN COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. W. T. Balfour, Chief Health Officer. 


I herewith submit my report, for the six months ending 
March 51,1882: A case of diphtheria was reported on October 
4th, making the fourth case in the family, but the former cases 
were so mild that the attending physician was doubtful of the 
nature of the disease until this last case. — 

On October 5th, another: ease of the above disease was re- 
ported in the same locality as those reported on August 30th. 
October LCth, two more cases of diphtheria in tlie same block 
as those reported on the 4th, both mild; also another in the 
same fumily as above, reported on 4th, October 17th, a death 
of a colored child from diphtheria. 

October 18th, a death from cerebro-spinal- meningitis. 

Novem^5er 15th, I reported to you, in relation to hy drophobia 
in the county, and also the city. 

December 13th, the first case of measles was reported to me, 
and this among the Russian refugees from New Orleans, ina 
child eighteen months old. On the same day there was a 
death from diphtheria of a colored child. 

December 23d, a death from meningitis of a white child. 

December 28th, I heard of four cases of diphtheria in one 
family; not reported to me.. 

December 29th. Death last night, fróm diphtheria, of colored 
child in opposite end of town from last case. 

January Ist, 1882. A deatn this morning, from diphtheria, 
of the oldest of the above four cases reported, in the same 
family. 

January 5th, another death, from diphtheria, of colored child 
in county, near city limits. 

January 6th, reported the rumor that a case of small-pox 
passed down on tow-boa*; also, a case sent from town to pest- 
house. He came from Chicago on the 27th of December, 1882; 
was vaccinated the same day there, and visited the city last 
Friday. 

January 7th, informed you of the above. 

January 7th, under the authority of the City Council, I was 
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authorized to purchase vaccine virus to vaccinate, free of charge, 
all those unable to pay. 

January 9th, I was instructed by the Mayor to notify the 
police to aliow no such persons tobe put off at this point 
without the consent of the health officer, etc. 

January l6th, a case of measles in the Prentiss House of a 
colored chill. Also, ehieken-pox prevailing. A death from 
scarlet fever yesterday just beyond city limits. 

January 18th, two cases of mild diphtheria colored. 

January 25th. Received to-day, 140 points of vaccine virus, 
from Secretary of State Board of Health. Four more cases 
of measles in the same family as last reported. 

January 30th. On the 22d of this month a child died with 
no physician, and from the history I concluded diphtheria as 
the cause or death, On same day I found a ease in adjoining 
room of diphtheria. Also learned that a child had a bad sore 
throat previously. 

January 26th, cerebro-spinal-meningitis in the suburbs. 

February 3d, another cose of diphtheria reported to day. 
Another death from meningitis of white child. 

February 6th, received 100 points for use and distribution. 

February 7th. A case admitted to pest-house, from R, E. 
Lee. of small-pox. Same date, a death from diphtheria of a 
colored child. About tweuty cases of measles in Prentiss 
House. 

February 6th. A case of measles at the hospital, 

February 8th. The last case of diphtheria died to-day. 

February 11th. Another case of diphtheria in the same 
family as the last. 

February 18th. A colored deck-haud, from Golden Rule, 
admitted to pest-house with small-pox. 

February 19th. Measles epidemic in the city. 

February 27th. Notified in relation to landing of steamers 
at wharf, unless having certificate of a vaccinated crew. Sent 
a copy of same. 

February 28th. A case of scarlet fever reported. Above 
case died, 

February 28th. A child died last night, from scarlet fever 
and pneumonia. : 

March 2d. A death from diphtheria. 


March 4th. I visite] the slaughter-pens to-day—Messrs 
Ehrmaa Bros.—in a very filthy condition. Horns, hoofs, heads 
and pieces of dead flesh lving around, and stagnant water— 
ordered to be drained, cleaned, disinfected, limed and kept dry. 


- Butler Bros. in terrible condition—to be cleaned and limed. 


The same will apply to all of the slaughter-pens—all ordered 
to have tubs or barrels to catch the offal and blood when slaugh- 
tering, and to be removed, buried and limed. s 
March 10th. A clerk from the J. W. Cannon admitted to 
pest house with small-pox. Had been on Cannon two weeks 


Mississipp: SraATE Boarp oF HEALTH. 91 


previously, and the Lte two weeks before that, both running 
from New Orleans to this port. Has been sick since Wednes- 
day last. Same day I wrote to Dr. Joseph Jones, in relation to 
this matter, calling his attention to the fact that we had several 
cases brought here from New Orleans, and asking him to trace 
them, if possible, and also notifying him, that should we receive 
other vases, [ feared our health authorities would become more 
stringent against New Orleans. 

March 21st. On 19th there was a death from searlet (ovd 
and two more cases in the same family, but very mild. 

March 25th, another case of scarlet fever reported. 

March 98th, another ease of the same disease. 

March 29th, another case of the above disease reported in a 
family opposite the case reported on 25th. 

The case reported on 25th, died un 28th. 

A case of aiphtheria reported to-day. 

March 31st, another case of scarlet fever reported to-day. 

To-day, a death from malignant scarlet fever reported in the 
suburbs by a colored physician. Also, a death from diphtheria. 

You will see from this report. that we had some 18 or 20 
deaths from diphtheria in the last six months and many more 
cases, and several from scarlet fever. Also, some cases of 
small-pox in our pest-house, but none in town; all of the latter 
have been brought to us; but for our prompt action we fear we 
would have had more to deal with. - 

Our city at present will compare favorably with that of any 
other, for health, of its size. x 


WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


Report of Dr.-R. S. Toombs, Chief Health Officer. 


I Bare the honor to herewith offer you my annual report for 
Washington county: 

On account of the unprecedented overflow of last spring, it 
was supposed that we would have an increased amount of 
sickness, and a consequent augmentation of our usual death 
rate. Iam pleased to state, that such has not been the case, 
for we have had less'fatality this year than in the past. During 
the overflow many who were encamped upon levees and mounds, 
and being poorly protected from the heavy rains, suffered from 
pneumonia, bronchitis, and other lung affections. Others were 
overcrowded in gin houses, and on account of the debilitating 
influences from this cause, and unwholesome tood, suffered 
from a low type of fever, complicated with bowel derangement. 
But, as this cause is beyond the control of your Honorable 
Board, and not remediable, we will not tax you with the 
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enumeration of the sad scenes incident upon this unfortunate 
calamity. 

During the early summer, dysentery and diarrhoea n»revailed 
as usual. These diseases being peculiarly prevalent in this 
section at this season of the year. 

Malarial fever, though less prevalent than usual, existed 
throughout the county, though in a mild form. until late iu 
September, since whieh time, we have had manifested in these 
attacks, more malignant symptoms. At the present time, 
hematuria prevails on lowér Deer Creek, in a malignant form. 
This disease, once the terror of this valley, and which is usu- 
ally the result of neglected intermittents, is, when seen early 
in its development, now regarded more amenable to treatment 
by the profession, and consequently less fatal than formerly. 
In its treatment, principal reliance is placed upon the alterative 
doses of mercury, with quinine hypodermically administered. 

The jail of our county, although crowded at times with 
prisoners, as well as the convict camps, under thy supervision, 
have enjoved good health, and have been kept in good sani- 
tary condition. Iu January last, on aecount of the general 
prevalence of small-pox throughout the country, the physicians 
of Greenville districted the city, and vaccinated as thoroughly 
as possible, the entire population. Upon the reception of vac- 
cine virus from your office, about this time, I distributed the 
same to the physicians in the county, and addressed to each, 
as well as to teachers of publie schools, a circular relative to 
the importance of immediate vaccination. On account of an 
iusuflicient supply of virus, the Board of Supervisor of the 
county, upon my suggestion, appropriated fifty dollars to pur- 
chase additional points, which I sent to remote sections, and 
to persons unable to purchase, with instructions as to its use. 
lregret to say that the greatest indifference was manifested 
upon the.subject. Many even refused to submit to the opera- 
tion, when offered gratuitously. I will here say, as in my last 
report, that nothing will ever avail among the ignorant, and 
superstitious classes, but compulsory vaccination. In Greenville 
the population is constantly changing, and though we had 
taken precautionary measures, in way of vaccination, at the 
time above alluded to, vet in May following, found large num- 
bers of negroes had moved into the city, who.had never been 
vaccinated. 


About the 15th of May, a case of small-pox of discrete type 
arrived here from Memphis, and was regarded by the family, 
who kept boarders, as chicken-pox. No notice was taken of 
it until the second case of confluent character occurred, I 
saw tuis case, with the efficient Health Officer of the city, Dr. 
D. C. Montgomery, and at once isolated, and quarantined it; 
not however, until many had been' exposed. In a few days, 
others who had boarded in the house took the disease, and 
were promptly put under the regulations. We soon had four 
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infected points, all irradiating from this common centre. The 
disease was kept under control by quarantine measures, disin- 
fectants, and prompt vaccination of all persons unprotect ted. 

So soon as a ease was discovered, the entire neighborhood was 
vaccinated, and re vaccinated, until about the 10th of July, the 
disease disappeared. The total number of cases were nine, 
dnd two deaths, all colored. 

To further confirm the value and importance of the protec- 
tion afforded by vaccination, I beg to copy tlie language of 
Dr. Montgomery in his report to me: “Ina family of six, 
the disease attacked one of four vaccinated children. The 
parents having been vaccinated when young, and one of the 
children being only eight days old, I vaccinsted the five, and 
separated the father and two children from the mother, infant, 
and patient, on the second day of the eruption. The vaccina- 
‘tions were successful, and afforded complete protection, though 
having slept in the same room, and two of the children in the 
same bed with the sick child. In another family, the mother 
suffered from the eruption of three days standing, being con- 
stantly with the vaccinated children, having slept with one of 
them. These were vaccinated, and kept i in an adjoinign room, 
The vaccinations were successful, and no other cases occurred.” 

These facts, with others which occurred here, and elsewhere, 
during the present year, should certainly speak volumes in 
favor of legislation upon this subject. 

I could say much upon the necessity of measures to remedy 
our defective drainage, but having alluded to this subject in 
uy former report, I shall desist from further notice of the 
matter, quietly indulging the hope, that the advent of capital, 
foliowing in the wake of our railroad enterprises, now being 
developed in our delta, may bring us relief. 


YAZOO COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. R. L. Dunn, Chief Health Officer. 
e 


Another professional year in the history of our State Board 
of Health, is numbered with the tbings of the past. Yazoo 
county has fortunately escaped epidemies of malignant conta- 
gious disease. After last year's report, the remaining three 
morths of 1881 were only remarkable on account of their ex- 
treme healthfulness and freedom from violent forms of disease. 
During winter months there were very few cases of pulmonary 
disease, and such as appeared were generally easy of manage- 
ment by prompt treatment. During the months of January 
and February, our community was greatly excited in conse- 
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quence of threatened approach of small-pox. The excitement 
was increased by the prevalence of varicella in Yazoo City. 
We bad several cases of that disease, of such violence as to 
bear a striking resemblance, in many particulars, to well marked 
cases of varioloid. This state of facts, however, had the 
effect of inducing people, generally, to adopt vaccination, re- 
sulting in a tolerably thorough protection from the threatened 
epidemic. Vaccine virus in abundance was received from your. 
office and promptly distributed to the physicians throughout 
the county, and all parties, without distinction, who applied, 
were vaccinated. During the high water in the spring, the 
whole Yazoo valley was singularly exempt from disease of every 
form, and this exemption lasted in a great measure until the 
beginning of August, since which time we have had a more 
widespread and general prevalence of climatic fevers, of all 
kinds, than for years past. These fevers have been compli- 
cated with bowel disorders, such as diarrhea and dysintery, 
and evinced extreme obstinacy and resistence to our heretofore 
successful modes of treatment. Our malarial fevers have also, 
among children, been complicated, by an epidemic of whooping- 
cough, which in some cases of infants has produced fatal re- 
sults. A number of cases of malarial hematuria have been- 
seen by the physicians of Yazon City. I have only seen one, 
which proved fatal. 

During my experience as-a practitioner of medicine in Yazoo 
City, dating back to November, 1866, never have I seen the 
medical staff o" this city more busily engaged than during the 
mouths of August and September, and I may add, never ‘have 
I seen earnest effort crowned with greater success. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


FOR 1883, FROM May İST, THE DATE OF THE LAST REPORT. 


Lo the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


We have the honor to submit the following report of the 
work of this Committee for 1883, from May 1,'the date of our 
last report: ^ i 

SMALL-POX. 


We regret to have to state that small-pox has continued to 
make its appearance in portions of the State requiring vigi- 
lance to prevent its spread and necessitating additional expen- 
ditures. At the time of our last report about 570 cases of the 
disease had been reported in the State ; since then about 214 
c'ses have been reported. making a total for the two years, 
1882 and 1883, of about 784 cases. 

We have received and distributed since our last report 3750 
points of vaccine virus, making 37,150 points received and dis- 
tributed in the two years. We have attempted to obtain full 
reports of the vaccinations performed in the various counties, 
and with this object in view, the following communication was 
sent to the Chief Health Officers of counties: 


Mississippi State Board or HEALTH. 
JACKSON, Miss., —— , 188 | 
Dear Docror—I respectfully request that you will report to 

me the number of vaccinations that have been performed in 
your county during 1882 and 1888 with virus furnished from 
this office and the products of that virus. I would be glad if 
you ean state the number successtul and unsuccessful. ` I also, 
desire to remind you that you are expected to make a report 
as Health Officer for the year ending September 30. 

Yours truly, 


Wirt JonwsrON, Secretary. 


We regret to say that full reports have been received from 
only a few counties, which prevents us from reporting the exact 
number performed in the State, but enough have been received 
to indicate that a large number of persons have been vaccina- 
ted. 
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Under date of May 7, Dr. R. G. Wharton, of Port Gibson, 
reported a case of small-pox in the poor- -house of his county,’ 
saying that à number of persons had been exposed, and tliat 
he had vaccinated them "x would have them quarantined, 

Under date of May 8, Dr. L. E. Profilet, Chief Health 
Oflieer of Adams OE reported three cases of small. pox in 
Natchez, and that all persons in that neighbornood had been 
vaccinated, and that a guard had been established to prevent 
communication with the premises. Under date of June 13, he 
reported one case in Natchez, which he says was immediately 
removed to the pest-house. Under date of September 13, he 
reported two more cases, and under date of September 15, one 
more case in his county, Under date of September 20, he 
reporte i two more cases and said: “I have isolated the cases 
as far as practicable, and have established a quarantine of the 
locality.” Under date of October 1, he states: 

* In. consequence of the prevalence of small-pox on several 
plantations in Concordia parish, La., I have thought properito 
quarantine the portions of Adams county exposed against 
them. No new cases have developed on Mr. Killingsworth's 
places since last report. I visited them again last Friday, Sep- 
tember 28, and remained until Saturday. I found two of the 
cases under treatment, in a dying condition. Yesterday, Sun- 
day, Mr. K. sent for coffins, which were shipped immediately. 
At daylight this morning a messenger came from Mr. K. for 
advice. The bodies were purtrifving. and he had tried in vain 
in a circuit of five miles to procure assistance to bury them, I 
applied to the President of Board of Supervisors, and his reply 

was that he could do nothing. In mv reply to Mr. K., I sug- 
gested fire as the only resort in the emergency. All personsia 
the immediate vie inity have been vaccinated, I having procured 
150 points in addition to the 100 sent by you. To complete 
the vaccination in the neighborhood, about 100 points more 
will be needed.” 

* Another case reported to-day in another section of the 

county. Send 200 points.” 
‘ On October 1, we received a telegram from him in which he 
says: ‘* Small-pox appearing in different parts of the county, 
I think aid from the State Board necessary.” We wrote 
authorizing him to employ necessary guards and procure disin- 
fectants. Under date of October 5, he wrote: 

* Your communication of 3d inst., has been received and 
contents noted. I know positively of but two cases of small- 
pox in the county at present, two of those on Mr. Killiugs. 
worth’s place having died, leaving but one there. The second is 
the case I referred toin my former communication. It did not 
develop in this county, but the man found his way from Louis- 
iana. He is on ^ place called Poplar Grove, about twelve miles 
from Natchez. I visited him and found he had varioloid. I 
isolated him, and vaccinated all on the place. I trust no more 
cases will develop from him. 
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I do not require guards at present, nor do I think a general 
quarantine necessary. General vaccination, however, is in my 
Opinion, advisable. Shovld I determine to effect it, can I 
depend upon the State Board for the necessary virus, or upon 
the county ? | 

I will use my best endeavors to prevent the spread of the 
disease." ` 


Under date of November 20, he reported one death and five 
cases in his county. 

Under date of July 2, Dr. Semmes, Chief Health Officer of 
Madison county, reported the occurrence of three cases of 
small pox at Sharon in his county. On November 8, a tele- 
gram was received -from Dr. Culley, of Madison Station, that 
he had four cases of small-pox under his charge, and we wrote 
to Dr. Semmes, Chief Health Officer of the county, requesting 
him to give the matter his attention. 

Under date of July 20, Dr. Dulaney, Chief Health Officer of | 
Rolivar county, reported the occurrence of six cases of small- 
pox on Jones Bayou in his county, and under date of Septem- 
ber 28, reported one new case, and states that he has adopted 
measures to prevent the spréad of the disease. Under date of 
September 18, he reported another outbreak in his county, but 
did not state the number of cases. 

In August, we received a communication from citizens of 
Sunflower county to the effect that small-pox prevailed among 
the workmen of the Memphis and Vicksburg Railroad just 
beyond the northwestern boundary of that county, and that the 
laborers were scattering through the county. In the absence 
of the Chief Health Officer of the county, it had been decided 
to send an Inspector there, but a report was received from Dr: 
Dunn, Chief Health Officer of Washington county, to the effect 
that he had visited the locality and found that seven or eight 
cases had occurred on Mr. Coleman’s place in Bolivar county, 
which caused the alarm, that the last case was up and about 
well-and that the cases had been strictly quarantined. This 
outbreak had been reported by Dr. Dulaney, Chief Health 
Officer of Bolivar county, » month or so before and he had been 
instructed to adopt the necessary measures of prevention, 

Under date of August 29, Dr. Dunn, Chiet Health Officer of 
Washington county, reported the occurrence of two cases of 
small-pox in his county, and that he would adopt measures to 
prevent the spread of the disease. Under date of September 
5, he reported another case, and under date of October 10 
another. 

Under date of October 25, Dr. Halbert, Chief Health Officer 
of Issaquena county, reported that he had heard of cases of 
small-pox at Tennessee Landing in his county, and under date 
of October 30, says he visited the locality and found two cases, 
that there had been one death, and that he had made the nec- 
essary arrangements in regard to isolation. Under dae of 
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Decemher 5, he reported another case in his county on Steel’g 
Bayou, and says he has the patient well guarded and that he 
does not think the disease will spread ; that the other cases 
reported are all well. 

On ——— , Dr. Magruder, Chief Health Officer 
of Wilkinson county, telegraphed us that 
and under date of November.11, he wrote that he thought it 
would be stamped out by isolation and vaccination. Under 
date of December 13, he reported that ten cases of small-pox 
and five of varioloid had occurred, that it had been confined to 
two plantations, and that at the time of writing there were : 
only three cases of small-pox and two of varioloid. 

Under date of November 12, Dr. Trimble, Chief Health 
Officer of Grenada county, reported a case of smali-pox in 
Grenada. and he was requested to give the matter attention as 
Health Officer. Under date of December 3, Mr. W. H. Powell, 
President of the Board of Supervisors of that county re- 
quested us to make an appropriation to help them in the mat- 
ter of small-pox. From a letter from Dr. Trimble, Chief 
Health Officer, of same date, it appeared that there were only 
three cases on hand. We wrote to Mr. Powell declining to 
take charge and pay expenses, as it was thought the local au- 
thorities could manage a small number of cases, but should the 
disease spread to an extent to make it necessary, we would 
take charge. 

Under date of November 28,. Dr. Rice, Inspector in Warren 
county, reported an outbreak of small-pox in Claiborne county 
about thirty miles from Vicksburg. We also received letters 
irom Judge Simrall and Capt. Mattingly, ot Vicksburg, urging 
that Dr. Rice be sent there. On December 7, Dr. Rice was 
ordered there to institute measures of prevention. 

Under date of December 26th, Dr. Rice reported as follows: 
“JT came from ‘Carnack,’ in Claiborne county, yesterday. We 
have had 37 cases there in ail, 6 deaths, and have on hand 10 

cases now. I have had whitewashed and fumigated 66 rooms; 
have had everything burned that I could, and have had all the 

clothing and bedding thoroughly boiled and steamed ina large 
sugar kettle which I secured for the purpose from a planter 
living 7 miles from the place. I will make a ormal report of 
the disease in Warren for D cember, and one for the Claiborne 
county outbreak. 

“I have a guard on the train to prevent anyone from escaping 
fiom ‘Carnack’ to Vicksburg, und have 3 guards on the place.” 


D? 
SMALL-POX IN WARREN COUNTY. 


The work of stamping out the disease in the- city of Vicks- 
burg and Warren county has been very difficult, and has not 
been attended with the prompt success which has been obtained 
in other localities. Notwithstanding the measures that have been 
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instituted it continues to exist, but at this time there seems to 
be a fair prospect of eradicating it entirely. While our work 
has not yet resulted in completely eradicating the-disease, still 
we have reason to congratulate ourselves that the disease has 
been held in check and its progress stayed thereby, probably 
preventing an extensive prevalence of it in the city of Vicks- 
burg. The difficulties in controlling it have consisted in the 
large population of Vicksburg, the class of persons (negroes) 
among whom it has chiefly prevailed, and the delay in getting 
a suitable county pest-house provided to which patients could 
be removed and more thoroughly isolated. The latter cause 
has also greatly increased the expense of the work. The Board 
of Supervisors made an appropriation for the erection of a 
pest-house and the location was selected; but when prepara- 
tions were being made for building it an injunction was issued 
forbidding its erection. 

The following are extracts from reports received from Dr. 
Balfour, Inspector:  . 

May Ist, 1888—**On Saturday last I had another case to de- 
velop in the house of Ford—a negro woman—-she had fever on 
Thursday, with all the symptoms of small-pox—and the erup- 
tion came out on Saturday. She has quite a severe case. I 
was there.to-day, and found that her eight month's old baby 
has fever since yesterday; probably she is contracting the 
disease. On yesterday I discharged from the pest-house four 
patients, the last I have there. I have made them take repeated 
baths, and had a changeof clothes for them. So at present I have 
three cases on the Levee; two of these children, convalescent, 
and the woman above referred to. 


There may be other eases I have not discovered, for you 
have no idea how the negroes lie about it, and also the whites. 
I have to use the greatest precaution in my inspections, and 
often go into houses where they have no idea what I am after. 
They will hide their children if they aresick, for fear they have 
the small-pox, and that I will send them to the pest-house. 
"They believe if they are sent to the pest-house their death- 
warrent is signed, only awaiting for it to be served. But I 
tbink my record is very.good, for I have lost only five cases, 
four at the pest-house, and one in the city. Ido not take a 
case to the pest. house unless it is in a thickly inhabited square, 
or they are unable to maintain themselves, for they are very 
expensive to the city. On yesterday I destroyed, by fire, not less 
three hundred dollars worth of bedding, blankets, etc., because 
I had no nieans of boiling them, etc., and I was afraid to leave 
them in the house for fear some one would steal them, and 
spread the disease. The house is very insecure, few of the 
doors fastening, and nearly all of the sash out. 


I have now four guards employed." 


May 5—“I am sorry to report two more cases of small-pox. 
A colored man, Bill Lewis, living in a yard next to a case of 
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small-pox, has been sick since Thursday last. Ihave had him 
under observation, and this morning the eruption appeared. 
He is a marine, and I had him moved to the pest-house. I then 
got information that there was a probable case on Fort Hill, just 
beyond the city limits. I visited the locality and found a man 
with the eruption passingjinto the vesicular stage. He reached 
town yesterday, by boat, from. the Atchafalaya River, where 
he has been working on the railroad. I suppose he contracted 
the disease there, as he has not been in the city for some 
weeks. I hope to get this disease stamped out after awhile, 
but you see I have to fight two fires—one in the city and that 
brought here from elsewhere. The former I could control, but 
I cannot tell when a boat will put off a case. 


* T think now there is a man who has the disease, whom I 
have chased from one place to another, though I have not seen 
him; I will yet have to make an affidavit against some one for 
concealment. 

** I hope I can give you better news in my next letter." 

May 9—“ The woman heretofore reported in the county in 
the Ford house, died Monday evening. I had her buried early 
yesterday morning, having her effects destroyed, the house 
fumigated, etc. I had information several davs since that a 
woman's husband, whose child had died from small-pox some 
time back, had disappeared. He had not been scen at his home 
since last Thursday. Search was made. for him, but of no 
avail. One of his children had been sent to the country some 
time ago, but her mother lied to me about the locality. Yes- 
terday I learned that his wife had left town Monday. morning 
to goto him. I soon found where they were, and had deter- 
mined to hunt for them to-day. My watehman stopped her 
on the street this morning early and learned from her that her 
husband died at four o'clock this morning, on the Sims place, 
about twelve miles from town. I saw her, and she swore to 
me th.t her husband had no breaking out on him, and that a 
doctor had seen him and said he had died of two congestive 
chills. The doctor’s name could not be ascertained from her! 
I decided to visit the place, and started at 11:30 a.m. Ina 

. blinding rain I reached the place in about an hour and a half, 
and saw tney had put the corpsein a coffin. I gota screw- 
driver aad soon opened the coffin and examined the body, He 
had died from small-pox without a doubt. I saw that he was 
properly buried. "There were four other inmates of the house, 
allof whom I examined. The two children showed unmistak- 
able signs of having recently had the disease. The man and 
.his wife said they had had it years ago. I stopped at Mr. 
Sims’ house and told him what I had discovered, and warned 
him not to allow them to associate with others on the place and 
gave them general directions. Now right here is a matter I 
wish to present to you. In these houses where small.pox has 
appeared, I have quarantined the whole household for about 
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fourteen days. If no disease makes its appearance in this time 
and they all seem healthy, after proper precautions, I let them 
go. And here is another thing to be considered. All these 
people so far confiaed (for several weeks) have great difficulty 
in obtaining the necessaries of life. Who is to care for them? 
The city will not do it, as the city pays all of the pest-house 
expenses; the county will not do it, as myself and a committee 
from the Council have applied to them for scme assistance in 
this matter, and they have treated us with silent contempt. 
Their friends supply their wants for awhile, but soon cease their 
attentions. For this reason I have had to turn some of them 
out sooner than I wouid have done had they been properly 
cared for. „Another thing is, that the woman reported as dying 
in the first part of this report, has been in the house since the 
disease made its appearance there. The man Ford has had 
the disease and gotten well and discharged, when his child 
took it and was convalescent before this woman was taken sick. 
There are only three rooms in the cabin, and she lived in the 
room adjoining Ford, and was in and out constantly. So here 
is a case where this woman was constantly exposed for more 
than the generally allotted period, say five weeks, and yet she 
took the disease and had it in its worst form and died. From 
my recent experience, I think I would say twenty one days as 
a maximum for the development of disease aiter exposure. 
The two patients in the pest-house are quite sick." 

May J0th—“Another case of small-pox was found this moro- 
ing beyond the city limits on the Warrenton road, a negro man. 
named Peter Caldwell He probably contracted the disease 
on the levee. He makes conflicting statements, and those 
who know him make others, so it is very hard to arrive at a 
correct conclusion as to how he really becameinfected. As he 
is not very near other houses and will be provided for by his 
brother, I «eft him at his house, placing a guard on duty.” 


May 13th—*On last Friday I found another case of small- 
pox on the river front, remote from any previous cases. She 
is a colored woman about 17 years of age, and as she was in 
a thickly inhabited square, I removed her to the pest-house. 
This makes three I now have at the pest-house." 

May 15th—“I had an intimation several days since that there 
"aS à case of small-pox in the bottom below town, near Kleins- 
own, and immediately instituted a search. I found the case 
yesterday morning; an old colored woman who had had the 
disease about ten days. She was then in an unconscious con- 
dition and died early this morning. I saw that she was 
properly buried. For this reason I cannot yet discharge my 
guards as I thought I could when I last wrote you. The man 
Bill Lewis I got from the levee last Sunday week, 'died on the 
14th at the pest-house, I have still two cases at the pest- 
house, one of them brought in at the same time of the Lewis 
case; is now convalescent. The other, a woman, is now in 


102 MississippI State Boarp or HEALTH. 


the pustular stage and quite sick. At present, I have no cases 
in the city, and atter a search to-day of two hours in the infec- 
ted locality, I could find no suspicious cases. I hope this will 
be the last, but.I will still be on the alert for several weeks." 

May 18th—“On last Monday it was reported by telegraph to 
the President of the Board of Supervisors, that a man was 
lying dead in the woods, from small-pox, near Anthony's Ferry 
above town. He consulted with myself and Dr. Rice and we 
told him to order some one to bury him who had had the dis- 
ease. Now, from all that I ean ascertain, this is the man Rob't 
Johnson who disappeared some two weeks since, and went to 
his half brother living near where he was found dead. I will 
visit the locality to-morrow and report. 

To-day I found two more cases on Fort Hill. The wife and 
child of Nelson Coleman, whom I took to pest-house on May 
6th last. They both have varioloid. The child.I had vaccin- 
ated and did not the mother, as she stated she had had vario- 
loid, and had some pits—probably from chicken-pox. I am 
afraid she will die, as she is in a very bad condition. T told 
youin my last that I would probably discharge two of my 
guards; instead of doing so, I have had to retain them and 
have emploved two more to-day. I think, though, I can dis- 
charge two Monday. J have no cases zn the city. These two 
cases to-day in the country, and two in the pest-house——all of 
these is convalescent—-is all on hand." 


. May 2.p—"*'I visited Anthony's Ferry last Saturday, and 
could find nothing definite about the man who died there, I 
put the magistrate on the trail, though, of theman whom I sus 
pected of having harbored the case. Yesterday I visited a 
place 12 miles in the country and found another case in the 
house where Alfred Parker died some time since. I have also 
three eases on Fort Hill; all varioloid, from the house where I 
got Coleman three weeks ago next Sunday. His wife, child and 
an old woman with whom they lived—all of whom I had vac- 
cinated the day after his removal to pest house. 

I have now no cases within the city limits. I have to-day a 
child under observation with an eruption which I hope will 
prove to be measles—I will know positively to-morrow. I have 
to contend with measles, chicken-pox, and varioloid and small- 
pdx, and it puts me to the test sometimes to diagnose. I have 
decided such cases already tor others. 


"You remember the case I referred to of long exposure, 
. (about five weeks,) took the disease and died. Now another 
case: A man came to the house who had the infection in the 
clothes he wore. A child took the disease, and then another 
as supposed. The man took the disease and died. I saw the 
man after death and pronounced the cause of death small. pox. 
I examined the occupants of the house and found a child well 
marked with recent small-pox. The parents said the other 
child had had the same breaking out, but only a few. I exam- 
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ined him and found one well-marked scar on hzs arm. This boy 
when I visited him yesterday had a well-marked ease of discrete 
small-pox. Now the question arises in my mind, did this boy 
have varioloid when he was first sick? I doubt it. I now think 
he probably had “chicken pox,” which you know leaves pits 
like small pox. I have had a case recently where I vaccinated - 
the child, and the father complained of the eruption breaking 
out all over it. I told him to bring the child to me, and when 
examined, I found the child had the chieken-pox ." 

May 24ru-—“ I went up to Anthony’s Ferry yesterday, and 
visited a case supposed to have small-pox, but it was a false 
alarm. To-day I received a note from Mrs. Blake to visit im- 
diately à man named Woods on her place, as she was afraid his 
child had the small pox. I complied at once, and after stop- 
ping at her house, and resting and vaccinating her youngest 
son, I proceeded to Woods’ house. where I found Woods’ wife, 
and son about five years, with the disease. I vaccinated ali of 
his household, consisting of himself and five children, besides 
those with the disease. I issued orders to them, and to Mrs. 
Blake, who will keep supervision over them. I think these 
cases were contracted from the case found in the woods dead 
not long since. They have been visiting a house suspected of 
har boring the case, though there is none “there now, as I visited 
it to-day, 1 will therefore have to ask you to send me more 
vaccine matter. TI left 30 points at the Ferry yesterday with 
Dr. Brashaer, and have distribated the rest. 

“ I received 100 points by yesterday's mail. 

“I have two cases in pest house, and three in the county. 
None in the city.” 

May 28rH—''On last Thursday two more cases of small-pox 
developed in Tucker's house below town. On Saturday another 
ease in the same house developed. The first two of these cases 
developed on the twenty-third day from the time the first cases 
madé its appearance in the house, and the sixteenth day.from 
the death of the first case. On Thursday I visited Mrs. Blake's 
and found two cases, which I have reported. Saturday a child 
died on Fort Hill, of small-pox, aged one year and a half. I 
had vaccinated it a few days after the exposure, and it took 
well. The want of its mother's care, who has the disease, I 
think contributed to its death. I visited Mrs. Blake’s again 

‘yesterday, and found no new cases. The confluent case a 
child, I am afraid will die, but the rnother has varioloid and is 
doing well. 

“This morning I was requested by the cook at the Hospital 
to visit his wife, be stating that she had been sick since Fr.day 
last. (He lives about fifty feet beyond the Hospital limits in 
the county, and about fifteen hundred feet from the pest-house 
with a hill between.) I saw an eruption on her face the first 
thing, having the characteristics of small:pox. I questioned 
her and found she had the subjective symptons, with high 
fever. She has been vaccinated twice within the past yéar, 
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neither of which has taken, though it has taken on all of her 
children. This morning I saw a man who has been working 
on Mrs. Blake’s place, about one mile from the cases there, but. 
lives in town. I cannot say yet what is the matter, though I 
will watch him. This morning I visited a mau on Fort Hill, 
who lives in the adjoining yard to where the child died Sat- 
urday last. He has the small-pox. 

So at present I have ten cases on hand, all in the county. 
I have none in town. Our Board of Supervisors have done 
nothing. I forgot to mention the two cases in pest-house, 
making twelve." 

JUNE lsr—''On yesterday I visited Mrs. Blake's place and 
found the child (one of the two cases suffering from small-pox) 
had died the night previously. Its mother was doing well--no 
other cases on the place. Day before yesterday I visited a case 
near the Hospital and found he had the small-pox. He was 
removed to pest-house. Ido not know how he contracted it. 
I had the house fumigated, etc. Yesterday evening I found 
another case beyond the Hospital, a white boy about 15 years 

‘of age. How he contracted the disease I can’t say. He has 
never been vaccinated. I vaccinated the whole family to-day. 

My pest-house cases are doing well. Old man Turner, below 
the city, died yesterday eveuing, I have still two cases in his 
house, doing well. I have a case to-day of varioloid in city.” 

JULY lst-—‘‘ There is no case in the city at present, but they 
are guarding some houses where a case died on 21st last month. I 
had a severe chill and fever on Thursday last and have been 
puny since, Many thought I was taking the disease, but I 
think not. There was a new case developed on Fort Hill yes- 
terday. I heard to-day of new cases in the county--will visit 
to-morrow.” 

Jury brH—''I visited Mrs. Blake’s place Tuesday last, and 
found a-child convalescent from small-pox, in a house near the 
one in which the man found dead in the road, is supposed to 
have died. I then went up to Anthony’s Ferry, about one 
mile beyond, and saw aman sick, who was referred to me. 
He was working on the railroad and slept in a shanty at the 
ferry with other men. He had been complaining for several 
Gays, and then had the eruption about thirty-six hours. There 
being no county officer there, I tried to hire a man to see that 
he got to the pest.house at Mrs. Blake's, about five miles dis- 

.tant, but no one could be obtained for love or money. [ left 
word for the niagistrate to have him sent to the pest-house as 
soon as possible, but he told me this morning, that he could 
get no one, though the man said he would go himseif. I had 
two more cases taken to the pest-house to-day from the city, 
the children of Rachael Williams. 

“At a meeting of the Board of Supervisors to-day, Dr. 
Birchett, myself and several citizens appealed to the Board to 
erect a pest-house. They argued that there was no law for such 
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action, but admitted that something should be done. On the 
score of humanity, they ordered the folluwing: A motion 
was made and carried, that five hundred dollars be appropri- 
ated for the erection of a pes’-house, under the direction of Dr. 
Birchett and myself, We have concluded to build a cheap 
California. house, with bunks, on the Hospital lot, but the 
location of the present pest-house to remain for city patients, 
the other house to be separate and distinct. The Board will 
provide everything I think, as soon as the house is completed. 
Work will commence to-morrow. Iam afraid if the disease is 
not checked before cold weather, we will nave it here all next 
winter. I will kecp you informed.” 

JULY 10ra-—“I think I have reported all of the cases to date, 
but the case I fannd to-day--a colored man near Fort Hill. 
The man found at Anthony’s Ferry was driven to the pest- 
house on Blake’s place at the point of the gun. The pest-house 
ordered by the Board of Supervisors has not been erected 
yet; I think they will commence to-morrow, and we will try to 
have it completed as soon as possible. 

“When this pest house is erected, I will have to put in it 
some 10 or 15 patients, and will have several 1n the city pest- 
house, and will be compelled to have guards. As there is no 
place for them to stay, ean you not give me a tent for them? I 
think Dr. Rice hasa tent here, and should you give me an order 
for it on hir, I would be much obliged. 


“T will not move those at Blake’s, as they are all convales- 
cent, but the last case." 


JULY l3rH—--* Cases of small pox still make their appear- 
ance. Last night I moved the driver of the dead wagon to the 
pest-house, suffering with confluent small-pox. He had been 
driving the wagon for the past year, and had a good scar, tho’ 
I vaccinated him again, but it failed to take. "There have been 
no new cases in the county in the lest few days. Several days 
ago. three children in the Dunn family near town were taken. 
I visited a family below town to-day, and found two children 
sick, but think it probable they are only suffering from vacci- 
nation. An old woman in the same house is complaining, and 
fear she is a case." 

“I wrote to you the action of our Board of Supervisors, ap- 
propriating $500 for the erection of a pest-house, the location 
to be selected by Dr. Birchett and myself, in the lot belonging 
to the city, where the city pest-house is, and adjoining the hos- 
pital grounds, I wrote to you more than a year ago that I 
thought the location of the city pest-hosse objectionable, as 
not being sufficientlv isolated and having only one approach, 
and that through and near the hospital property and buildings. 
As no other site could be obtained for the erection of a pest- 
house, and as the Board of Supervisors could not purchase a 
piece of land for this purpose, aad as they had donated this 
money for ifs erection on a certain piece of land, I selected a 
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place about three hundred feet below and beyond the present 
house. It would of course have been better to have repaired 
and added tothe present house, but this could not be done, as 
the house was full of small pox patients. 


Dr. Birchett selected a site about two hundred and fifty feet 
this side of the present house, as the ground was more suitable 
for building. I agreed to this and the Doctor gave the contract 
yesterday to a man to buildi the house. He has engaged his 
labor and measured the ground and ordered the material, etc. 
This morning a gentleman living in the adjoining field (pas- 
ture) came to see me and raised objections to the location, and 
said he would get out an injnnction to prevent the building of 
the house. I told him I objected to the locatiqn of the house 
anywhere in the lot, but no more so than the present one, but 
as it was a case of necessity I saw no objection, and that he 
would be no more exposed now than before. In my judgment, 
he is about four hundred and fifty yards from the city pest- 
house, and the location of this house is two hundred and fifty 
feet nearer to him. He also consulted an attorney, who told 
him he could get an injunction. He also states that his child- 
ren are in the habit of playing on the hill-side, near the fence, 
and that he could not keep them away; and also, that he in- 
tended to plant an orchard on the ground this fall, but could 
not do so should the pest-house be erected, as he could not pro- 
cure laborers. I stated to him that guards would keep away 
his children or anyone else, as soon as the house was occupied. 
With all of this be went to Dr. Birchett, the latter telling him 
that he would order the work stopped at once and have it 
erected about three hundred feet back from him, thus placing: 
the house about three or four hundred feet nearer some negroes 
than it would be to him at the present site. Dr. Rice told him 
to-day that he would be in no more danger than he was before. 
So Iam afraid the pest-house is dead. Iam blamed for not 
stamping out the disease in the county. For God's sake, liow 
can 1 do it when I am met by so many obstacles? I have kept 
it down in the city, as I have a pest-house to which to move 
them, and fumigate and disinfect their houses, but in the 
county I am deprived of one, if not the very best means, for 
the suppression. of the disease: that is, the separation and. 
isolation of the sick from the well. I tell you, Doctor, can- 
didly. I am getting disgusted, and think sometimes of quitting 
the whole business. I have driven some four or five hundred 
miles, nearly killed my mare, and made myself sick, and may 
yet have tlie disease, and no thanks or assistance from those 
from whom it should be expected; endangering my own life tor 
their sake,” 

July 17th—* Late Sunday morning I moved a small pox pa- 
tient to pest-house from Fort Hill. who was stopped by my 
guard, "The man is the brother of Jolin Pembleton, who was 
taken from a house near tlie Hospital some fcur or five weexs 
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ago. He had been up on Deer Creek working on the railroad 
when the disease developed, and was cared for (he says) by an 

old negro man, who had had the disease. He placed him in an 
old out-house and waited upon him; and told him he was 
well. He is still seabbing and has a very sore eye, which I 
think he will lose. He was on his way home in the city when 

sto; ped. Yesterday I moved a case from Cherry street, in a 
house adjoining the colored school—a negro woman. This 
house is about two hundred feet from the nearest case on Fort 
Hill. Two more cases have also developed on the railroad 

below town, I also moved to pest-house yesterday a boy on 

railroad below town. One of Dunn’s children died to-day and 

was buried by the county. I have more cases on hand now 

than at any time since the outbreak of the disease. I have 

- twenty-five (25) cases, ten of which, are in the city pest-house. 

I send you this morning’s Herald that you may see how mat- 

ters stand: Work on the new pest-house was stopped Saturday ` 
by order of Dr. Birchett. The committee referred to in the 
paper, visited the location to-day in company of Dr. Rice and 
myself. All agreed that the location was the best to be ob- 
tained on the ground, and the work was ordered to be recom: 
menced at once. Mr. Wright was there. I have understood 
this evening that he will get out an injunction to stop the work. 
Our city attorney says he cannot do it, so we will go ahead till 
the injunction is served.” E 


July 24th—‘‘Another case of small-pox Sunday on Fort 
Hill; a colored child. All of the family have had the disease 
before this outbreak—so they say. " All are doing well, éxcept 
two, one in tlie pest house, and one below town. I discharged 
two children from pest-house yesterday, and will soon discharge 
more. We have arrived at no decision yet in regard to the 
pest-house. T hope row we may do without it, but I fear the 
disease may continue for soine time." l 


JULY 30rH —" Yesterday, about 2 P. m., Mr. Dan Hebron, 
the manager of Mr. Marshall’s place on Yazoo river, telephoned 
that he thought there was a case of small-pox ou his place, 
and wished me to come out at once. As my buggy horse was 
broken down from the trips I have taken, I had turned her in 
the pasture; and had to send and hire a horse. So, in company 
: with Mr. H., we left town about 54 by the swamp road to his 
place. I found a case of varioloid and vaccinated all in the 
cabin. Mr. H. had had the case guarded all day, and still has 
by my directions. He wished me to have the case removed to 
the city pest-house at once, but this I could not do. As.the 
house at Mrs. Blake’s place is only 3 miles distant, I suggested 
romoving it there, provided I could get the consent of Mr. 
Blake and the member of the Board of Supervisors from that 
district; this I think I have done to-day. I saw the member 
of the Board of Supervisors, who gave his consent and wrote a 
note to Mr. Blake, and told him to hire the same man he had 
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to remove the other cases on his place. I have not yet heard 
what has been done. Another case on Fort Hill to-day. 

“Now let me give you some of my experience in this business. 
Mr. Hebron and I went up the swamp road yesterday, which is 
very bad. I left his house about dark, and went the Ferry 
-or Chickasaw Bayou road, which is much nearer to town. 
reached the ferry, about 2 miles from his house, and called for 
the ferryman, and no answer. I was then told by a negro 
woman that the flat was aground on the other side, and that I 
would have to wade in if I wished to cross. So wade in I did, 
;and the water came about a foot over the baggy seat and I 
came near turning over. It was very dark and I was the first 
person who had gone through this summer. The situation was 
not pleasant by any means, and I saw afterwards what a great 
risk I had run. Of course I got very wet, but have had no 
bad effects so far. Never again will I agree to be a small-pox 
inspector, and go througn what I have in the last three months ` 
‘for the pay attached. The wonder to me is that I have not 
contracted the disease, or some malarial trouble—drinking bad 
water, eating irregularly, and exposed to sun and weather. On 
the contrary, I am in better health than I have been for four 
:summers past." i 

AUGUST 3p—‘‘I wrote to you of the case of small-pox on 
the Marshall place. Since then another case has developed 
there. On Wednesday I visited Mrs. Blake’s place and found 2 
cases on the road, about half a mile from her pest-house. Mr. 
Blake said he would have them moved over to pest-house im- 
mediately. I have lime, sulphur, etc., up there. I intend to 
go up Sunday and release those in the pest-house, as all are 
well. One case died there last week, a child. A woman was 
confined in the house about ten days ago—motber and child 
-doing well to date. I yesterday visited a case about 5 miles 
from town, with an eruption, but I do not think it is small-pox, 
though I will visit again to-morrow to be positive. To-morrow 
lam going about 5 miles in the country to see about some 
-cases that I have heard of I merely heard reported that they 
chad small-pox. All of my cases in the pest-house, and near 
town, are doing well. Two of the above cases reported are 
very low. There is none in the city, reports to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

* I am having much trouble [ can assure you—malarial fevers 
and whooping-cough prevailing.” 

AucGusr 9ra—* Yesterday J visited the Bryant Willis place, 
about 3 miles from town, and found a case of small-pox. The 
«case, Mattie Ware, left her house two weeks ago last Wednes- 
day, and went to Oak Ridge, about 18 miles distant, to her 
‘brother-in-law. I cannot ascertain the name of the place at 
*Oak Ridge from her. She was brought back last Saturday, 
-and was in-the 9th day of the eruption when I saw her. She 
xis in an isolated spot, and her mother, who has had the disease, 
-and husband, who has not, in the house with her,” 
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SEPTEMBER 15TaH—“I had hoped to be able to send in my 
resignation as Inspector last Saturday, but was mistaken, as I 
found another ease at Mrs. Blake's the same day, and another- 
on Jackson road. On Monday last another case on Fort Hill, 
in a house where none has been before; then Thursday a case 
on Jackson road, 3 miles from town; since then 3 cases from: 
town in pest-house; making on hand, at present, 6 cases in 
pest-house, and 3 cases in county. The one at Mrs. Blake's 
died two days after I saw her. Tam impressed with the opinion, 
that the disease will again breax forth, and with more viru- 
lence, in the next few weeks. The idea of getting a pest-house 
crected by the county is now about abandoned." 

SEPTEMBER 18ta—“I am sorry to have to report to you more- 
cases of small-pox in the city. When I last wrote to you I had 
six cases in the pest-house, now I have eleven. 

“On Sunday, Dr. Birchett reported a case to me as doubtful, 
but wished me to see it. From what he told me, I decided to 
send for her. The ambulance was sent, and we examined her 
when she came. She had a case of hemorrhagic small-pox of 
the worst kind. She had all the symptoms, but very little erup- 
tion, as is the rule in such eases.. It was after some search that: 
I could find any shotty feeling. She looked as if some one had 
beat her all over black and,blue. Yesterday she had nose-bleed: 
and bleeding from her gums and uterus. She will die. I have 
two other such cases in the' pest-house, negroes, the former- 
being a white woman. 

“The same day I got three other cases, two from one house 
and one from another. Yesterday I got another case from the: 
same house as the last.” 

On September 21st, the resignation of Dr. Balfour as Inspeetor- 
was accepted. Dr. C. A, Rice was appointed his successor, and: | 
went on duty September 36th. 

The following rules were adopted, to be enforced in Warren. 
county, to prevent the spread of small-pox: 


RULES OF THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, TO BE: 
ENFORCED IN WARREN COUNTY, TO PREVENT 
THE SPREAD OF SMALL-POX. 


1. Any householder in whose dwelling or on whose premises: 
there shall occur a case of small-pox, shall immediately notify 
the Inspector of this Board, whose duty it shall be to at once: 
inspect the patient and premises, and enforce tke necessary 
measures to prevent the spread of the disease. 

2. The occupants of any house, or the premises thereof, 
where a case of small-pox shall oceur, are prohibited from 
leaving the same until their clothing has been changed or dis- 
infected in à pure atmosphere, and they have been vaccinated 
or re-vaccinated, as tlie case may be; and then only by permis- 
sion of the Inspector of this Board. 
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3. Persons affected with small-pox shall be immediately sep- 
arated from all persons liable to contract or communicate the 
disease, and none but physicians, nurses and the clergyman of 
` the familg shall he allowed access to persons sick with this dis- 


ease; and these persons, after having visited such sick, shall - - 


not leave the premises, or mix with other persons, until their 
clothing has been changed or disinfected in a pure atmosphere. 
4. It shall be the duty of the Inspector of this Board to 
effectually quarantine infected houses and premises, and to dis- 
infect the same, and to display a yellow flag bearing the word 
* Small-pox" at each locality where danger ‘exists, until in his 
opinion all danger is over. 
9. No steamboat, or other water-craft, shall put off a case of 
small-pox in the county of Warren. 
6. Any person violating these rules will be punished aecord- 
ing to law. 
; ROBERT KELLS, 
*C. A. RICE, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 
Approved: Executive Committee. 
ROBERT LOWRY, Governor. 


The following are extraets from. the reports received from 
Dr. Rice: 
VicksBURG, Miss., Sept. 30, 1883. 


“Your letter came safe to me this morning, asking me to take 
charge as Inspector, and proceed to stamp out small-pox in 
this city and county. I have to report three more cases this 
morning, and one very suspicious case. Have ascertained the 
place this morning where the infection exists that has furnished 
several vases that it has not been known before where they got 
the disease. Two of these new cases are on Fort Hill, one two 
and a half miles in the country, and the suspicious case on the 
levee. I will give it a careful and patient combing, and try 
by a rigid inspection of the premises to find out where the 
trouble exists, and put it out.” 


VICKSBURG, Miss., November 1st, 1883. 

“I beg to submit the following, as my report since taking 
charge of the outbreak of small-pox in Warren county and 
the City of Vicksburg : 

Since October Ist, I have had 57 cases; of these, 25 have 
died. There are 24 now confined in the County Pest- house, 
with 8 convalescents. 

The condition of things when I took charge did not look at 
all encouraging, with 40 or 50 foci of infection, among a shift 
less and thriftless people, dirty, habits of congregating in huts 
and churches, concealing the disease where and whenever they 


*Dr. C. A. Rice is the Inspector of this Board, charged with the enforce- 
ment of these rules. 
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could, moving around from point to point, picking cotton; all 
and everything possible conspiring to spread the disease, and no 
point at which I could isolate them. In this condition of 
things, forseeing the inevitable result, unless some way was 
devised to isolate them, I wrote an article calling the atten- 
of the citizens and Board of Supervisors to the impending 
danger of an outbreak that would sweep ail who were liable to 
the disease, and it was published in the Vicksburg Herald, 
asking that a suitable pest-house be made for them. The mat- 
ter went on for a week more, no effoit being made by any one 
looking to the desired object. I had a petition drawn up and 
carried it around for signatures, taking care to get the names of 
the Circaurt Judge, District-Attorney, Attorney-General, and 
many members of the bar, as the petition set forth in its face that 
the Board of Supervisors had the legal right to inaugurate a 
pest-house and equip and maintain the same. I secured the 
names of the entire grand jury then in session, together with 
a large number of the most prominent citizens, merchants, 
bankers, etc., ete. 

‘This brought the first response in the shape of a call trom 
the President of Board calling it together. It duly convened 
and made the necessary orders and allowances, and the result 
is we now have a most comfortable house very nearly filled 
with patients. 

Yesterday a young girl about 13 years old, the daughter of 
Mr. Shaiffer, the first white person attacked, living on Levee 
street, was reported by Dr. Quin; she was in the 2d day of the 
eruption. Mr. Shaiffer resides in his own house, a brick, up 
stairs over his store, his family consisting of himself, wite and 
six children besides the one attacked, all of them unprotected 
by previous attack; the family were at once vaccinated; the 
mother alone attending her daughter, exhibiting that love that 
none but a mother knows. 

The family were much opposed to having the daughter of so 
tender age sent to the pest-house where all the patients were 
negroes, they having their own house with its brick walls to 
shut it out from other people. I thought it best and right to 
isolate them in their owü house. I had yellow flag» erected 
with small-pox printed thereon, and closed the store and sta- 
tioned a guard on day duty. Mr. Shaiffer assuring me that all 
ingress and egress should be stopped henceforth, “their family 
physician will treat the case. 

I have been compelled to use the number of guards reported 
on duty this month because I had the cases all at their homes, 
and after they were sent to the pest-house I had to prevent any 
one going in until I could have the premises fully cleansed and 
thoroughly disinfected ; in doing which, I have had to employ 
a man who has had small-pox and could not get one that would 
faithfully perform the duty for less than two dollars per day 
for each day actually employed i in whitewashing and disinfecting. 
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You will observe in the account seven whitewash brushes 
charged for; this without an explanation, would seem to be 
more than necessary, but when I found that by furnishing 
lime, sulphur, anda whitewash brush, I could have many places 
thoroughly cleaned up by the occupants, thereby preventing 
me from having to send my regular whitewasher out. lin 
every instance did it as a matter of economy. 

The chemicals charged in the account was for chloride of - 
zine to wrap the corpses in before having them carried through 
town for interment. . 

I was compelled to use a tent I had here belonging to the 
State Board for my guards to stay in at Kleinstown, I had the 
same tent sent out to the pest-house and erected for my guards 
there, and am sorry to report that on the 30th, .dav before ves- . 
terday, it got burned up. The necessity still exisiing for my’ 
guards, I immediately ordered Dr. Fairley, at Brandon, to send 
me one he has there. 

I now have on duty two guards at the pest-house and one on 
Levee street at Shaitfer's house, each at $1.75 per day. The 
necessity for overlooking the city and its environs by one well- 
acquainted and clothed with recognized authority was so great 
and impossible for me to do, and give that attention to other 
matters indispensable to the service in which fam engaged, 
that I have employed Capt. John Gill, Captain of the City 
Police, for one dollar per day, to attend to this, the city paying 
him $50 per month, and giving him authority to go on this 
sanitary work: he is indispensable; he knows every one and 
every place. Ihave accordingly christened him in his account, 
** Sanitary Policeman.’ 

Now comes the account for hauling patients to pest- sense: 
I tried everywhere, and the lowest bid I could get was $2.50 
each; not one but had to be hauled -two miles ; one eight 
miles, two ten miles, six six miles, six eight miles, and *four 
three miles. I had to send a man to enforce the patient's obe- 
dience, and in one ease there was a lively protest; this explains 
the horse hire for three days. 

I hope and expect our expenses this month will be reduced 
largely, as my guard and police is only $6.25 per day mcre. 

I have taken the responsibility of burning up everything in 
one house, and have burned two hou^es and their contents, as 
I believed it impossible to disintect them; thev were old rotten 
structures. One of them contained about 450 lbs. of seed 
cotton, on which two cases of small-pox had been lying—it 
being impossible to deal with it otherwise. 

I wili do everything in my power to get rid of this terrible 
disease. I want to enlist the citizeus to the necessity of get- 
ting up committees to inspect each ward, and reporting to the 
Mayor and Health Officer anything in the way of unsanitary 
conditions, with the view of having them abated by the City 
Health Officers at once. I need some assistance in this work, 
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I am but one man, and a city of sixteen thousand inhabitants 
cannot be overlooked by one person. I will endeavor to arouse 
_ them to the importance of the matter as early as possible. 

C. A. ‘Rice, M. D., 
Inspector State Board of Health. 


VicksBURG, Miss., December 1, 1883. 


I beg to submit the following report for November, in the 
matter of the small-pox outbreak in Warren county and city of 
Vicksburg. We have had during the month of November, 18 
new cases, of which five have been whi persons, they have 
been guarded in their respective homes iu the city, one of 
which, Mrs. Sim Coates, died. 

There are now remaining in the county pes--house. 6 cases 

Remaining in city under guatd.................... 4 cases 

Total on hand.. ——— E A E 

Of these, seven are conyalcsooniss (xo of the iar cases have 
occurred in the last three days. I have had whitewashed and 
disinfected during the month, thirty-four rooms, some were re- 
whitewashed and disinfected the second time, this has required. 
twenty days labor, at $2 per day. We have had since the first 
day of October, seventy-five cases. There are now but two 
places where I know that infection exists, with two other places 
under observation from suspicion, as the disease has been at 
the two places. 

I have but two guards on duty now, and nave but one more 
residence to disinfect, unless some further cases manifest 
themselves. At one place I look for one cr two more cases, they 
are being watched. The present outlook makes me confident 
that I will get through with, and clean up this entire outbreak 
by the 20th*or 25th of this month, it has been no plaything, 
requiring the greatest vigilance and energy, coupled with 
prompt action, and requiring no small amount of firmness in 


the discharge of duty. 
C. A. Rice, M. D., 
Inspector State Board of Health. 


VicksBURG, Miss., December 26, 1883. 


On last Saturday, the last known case of small-pox in Vicks- 
burg or Warren county was cleaned up and turned out, the 
pest-house was going to be discontinued at once, Dr. Newman 
had gone out to close it. I had just seated myself to write you 
congratulating the State Board upon its success in stamping 
out the disease, when a light touch on my shoulder from be-, 
hind arrested my attention, I was then informed that a child 
was sick at a house where I had obtained my last case, and it 
in the maturative stage just fourteea days before. I visited 

-the case and found it genuine variola, and dispatched a mes- 


8 
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-senger to Dr. Newman, to not dismantle the pest-house, and 
-sent out the case. - Yesterday I found a secreted case in its 9th 
‘day, a negress 16 years old, sent her and her mother both to the 
-pest-house, the mother had had variola. To-day I found two 
other children in the first named house with the disease, they 
were sent out to the pest-house, I have four cases there now, 
: and I am satisfied will have four cases more out of the same 
; family. Iam under the impression that these two places are 
“the only ones in the city, though, there may be some other 
«cases or persons infetted by these cases. I do hope this will 
-end this thing, I have been unremitting, and have tried to 
-Hnish it up sooner, though I am not discouraged, and feel that 
“I have lett not a stone unturned, still I am so anxious to get 
: rid of it. C. A. Rice. 
"We will add that about 2600 points of vaccine virus were 
~sent to Warren county in 1882 and 1883. 


QUARANTINE. 


On account of the discontinuance of the inspection service 
əf the National Board of Health it was deemed prudent to 
-establish an inspection station on the Mississippi river, near 
“Fort Adams, and inspect all boats from below, to guard against 
-the introduction of yellow fever. 
The following order was issued : 


OFFICE or MisstssiPpPI Stat.t BoarD OF HEALTH, 
JACKSON, Miss., July 11th, 1883. 


It is hereby ordered, that on and after this date, and until 
further orders, all boats on the Mississippi river, coming from 
“points south of this State, will be required to lagd at the In- 
. spection Station at Fort Adams and be inspected before they 
«will be allowed to land at any point in this State. 

Certificates of inspection in New Orleans, by tlie inspectors 
-əf the Sanitary Council of the Mississippi Valley, will be 
recognized at the Station, and itis suggested that all boats 
from that place provide themselves with such certificates, so as 
20 avoid delay. 

Rosert KELLS, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
C. A. Rice, 
Executive Committee. 
Approved, 
RoBERT Lowry, Governor. 


7 Dr. John F. Therrel, having been appointed as Inspector, was 
“ordered, on July 9th, to proceed to Fort Adams and put the 
station in operation. Inspections were commenced on July 11th, 
-aad continued until September 15th. 
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The following is the report of Dr. Therrel, of the work of 
the station: " 

October 3d, 1883—1I have the honor herewith to make my 
report of work done at quarantine station at Fort Adams 
the past season. 

Agreeably to instructions from you by telegraph, I repaired 
to Fort Adams and opened the station at the landing, about 
one mile below the town, at 12 o'clock, on the 11th of July, and 
closed the same on September 15th. 

During my term of service, I inspected sixty-eight steam- 
boats; with but few exceptions I found them supplied with 
proper papers from Inspectors of Sanitary Council of Missis- 
sippi Valley at New Orleans. : 

The boats were supplied with papers from Inspectors of Sani- 
tary Council. I endorsed the papers after assuring myself there 
was no sickness aboard, or if any, examining the cases as to 
their nature. I found none of a suspicious character. 

The boats not supplied with proper papers I thoroughly 
inspected, and supplied with proper papers from my station. 
I found the officers of the different boats usually courteous and 
ready to give me all the information necessary for the perform- 
ance of my duty; in a few instances I met with exceptions 
and found men who were disposed to find fault and complaint 
with the landing, and a disposition to condemn the system of 
quarantine; this was exceptional however. I have nothing of 
any special interest to report. 

Respectfully submitted, | 
: JoHN THERREL, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector at Fort Adams. 


Out-Break of Yellow Fever in Jackson County. 


On August 10th, we received a telegram from Dr. J. H. 
Rauch, Secretary of the Sanitary Council of the Mississippi 
Valley, who was then in New Orleans, to the effect that. three 
fatal cases of a suspicious nature had occurred on Fort Bayou, 
near Ocean Springs. We at once telegraphed the information 
to the Secretary of the Jackson County Board of Health, and 
requested that the matter be investigated at once. 

Regarding it important to institute measures of prevention 
, as speedily as possible, Dr. H. Shannon, who was at Ocean 
Springs, was appointed an Inspector and placed on duty 
August 11th, and instructed to investigate the matter at once, 
and if thought necessary to take charge, with full power to: 
disinfect and quaranjfine locality effectually, employ guards 
and any other assistants to enable him to act efficiently, and to 
enforce any measures deemed necessary. 


> 


116 Mississippi STATE Boarp oF HEALTH. 


The following report of Dr. Shannon of the out-break is 
submitted: 


Ocean Sprines, Miss., December 28th, 1883. 


I have the honor to report, after very careful investigation, 
the following facts and conclusions relative to the prevalence 
of yellow fever in Ocean Springs, Miss., and vicinity, during 
the summer and fall of 1883: 

The poison of yellow fever was evidently carried into Fort 
Bayou in July, 1883, by vessels engaged in the watermelon 
trade between the Bayou and New Orleans. 

The lugger Angelina landed at Col. Wm. R. Snyder's on 
Fort Bayou, six miles above this town, about the 22d of July, 
leaving there July 28th. The next day the schooner Mary 
came to his landing, and left there August 4th. Mr. Frank 
Snyder, who first became infected, was daily on board and in 
contact with the officers and crews of these vessels while at 
his brother’s landing. It is probable he received the infection 
from the Angelina, as he was taken ill at 6 a. m., August 4th, 
about seven days after his last probable contact with this vessel 
and hercrew. The first death from yellow fever was that of 
my brother F. E. P. Shannon, occurring August 3d. He was 
one of those peculiarly susceptible persons who, as he expressed 
it, “readily absorbed the disease of and from another.” He 
was taken sick on Monday, July 30th, with a well marked case 
of bowel obstruction, a trouble he had occasionally suffered 
with from boyhood; the pain in this, as in each previous 
attack, being located in precisely the same spot—to the left 
and a little below the umbilicus. 

On Tuesday night, about 36 hours after his attack, he was 
entirely relieved, and on Wednesday morning gave every evi. 
dence of a speedy and satisfactory recovery. His improve- 
ment continued until Thursday evening, when cerebro-spiral 
symptoms made their appearance. From this second attack 
there was no reaction, and he died the following evening. 

On July 30th, the day he was taken sick, Mr. Frank Snyder 
spent most of the day nursing him and returned on Wednes- 
day evening and remained with him until the end. He evi- 
dently received the infection from the person and clothing of 
Mr. Snyder on July 30th, the period of incubation being about 
three and a-half days, not unreasonably short considering his 
condition and susceptibility to disease. 

Mr. Frank Snyder, aged 22, was taken sick the next morning 
after my brother's death, at 6 a. M., August 4th, with a chill. 
Isaw him about noon, August 6th, about two days and a-half 
after the commencement of his illness. I found him with cold 
hancs and feet; furred tongue; high fever; severe pain in 
the head, with all the blood vessels about the head full and 
.throbbing; stomach irritable; pulse about 100, He was rest- 
less and delirious. "There was a distinct remission in his fever 
each morning. On the 8th there was retention of urine. 
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My diagnosis was congestive remitting fever. Mr. Snyder 
died at 5 4. M., August 9th. About six hours before his death 
he threw up black vomit. Careful inquiry revealed the tollow- 
ing facts: 

The grandfather, the father and an uncle had all died of 
cancer of the stomach. At the time conception took place, the 
father had become very feeble from the advanced stage of his 
cancer, Frank was‘a sickly, puny child and youth, and only 
gave evidence within the past two or three years of developing 
health and manhood, although still somewhat emaciated and 
anemic, Up to this time there had been no suspicion of yel- 
low fever, as none was believed to be nearer than Ship Island. 
This question, therefore, was presented: was this a case of 
latent congenital scirrhus of the stomach in which the active 
inflammation of the stomach I knew to exist had destroyed , 
portions of the mucous membrane, thus allowing blood to 
escape into the stomach; or was it the black vomit of yellow 
fever? If from the latter, it was one of those masked cases 
that usually deceive us in the beginning of an epidemic. A 
post mortem, eight hours after death, showed marked acute 
inflammation of the stomach and duodenum, with several per- 
forations of the mucous membraue about the size of the head 
' of a pin and two or three inches apart, through which blood 
had evidently escaped into the stomach. Between these per- 
forations the mucous membrane was firm. It was not softened 
nor.did the gums appear soft orspongy. There were evidences 
outside the stomach and duodenum of old achesions, the result 
of inflammation in former years. The liver was somewhat 
enlarged and of a dark yellow color. The pancreatic gland 
presented a. lobulated, cancerous appearance, and I could -not, 
say that the stomach was not also cancerous. I, therefore, . 
submitted the stomach duodenum and a bottle of the black 
vomit to Dr. Joseph Jones for his examination and discussion. 

Under date of August 11th, Dr. Jones says: “I examined 
the black vomit from the stomach and found it to contain 
blood corpuscles, hematin and dark granular matter. In fact 
it contained altered blood." * * * “The appearance of 
the stomach as well as the microscopical, chemical and phys- 
ical characters of its contents more nearly resemble those of 
yellow fever, and prudence demands that you should treat the 
subjeet in this light, and institute all necessary measures of 
isolation, disinfection, etc.” 

In a subsequent conversation with Dr. Jones, he stated to 
me that there was no’appearance of cancer about the stomach. 
Accepting Dr. Jones’ letter as conclusive, I placed a guard 
near the already isolated residence of Col. Snyder and pre- 
. vented all communication between his family and the public 
for fifteen days from the date of the interment of his brother’s 
remains. The bedding, blankets, etc., upon which Mr. Snyder 
was sick, were burned, the room closed and fumigated with 
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sulphur, a fresh change being added every twenty-four hours 
for five or six days; after which the room was thrown open 
and aired day and night for some weeks before being again occu- 
pied. Carbolic acid, added to a solution of copperas, was 
freely and daily used about the premises as a disinfectant 

Every room in the house was thrown open and daily aired; 
all bedding, blankets and clothing of every description, was 
daily exposed to the sun and suspended in the open air. "The 
family were advised to live out of doors as much as possible, 
taking moderate exercise, and avoiding the hot sun. I advised 
them to eat prudently and sparingly at all times, but especially 
so at supper, and of the plainest and simplest diet, and invari- 
ably to go to bed hungry, and ventilate their sleeping apart- 
ments freely at night. The bowels of each to be kept in a sol- *. 
uble condition, with at least one evacuation daily. C. O. salts 
or enemata were prescribed when necessary. 

These suggestions were carried out faithfully and cheerfully 
and with the most gratifying results. Not a single case 
developed in a family of ten white persons, all unacclimated, 
and all of whom had, either directly or indirectly, come in con- 
tact with the deceased. 

The third case was that of Harvey A. Shannon, a lad of 
14, son of my second brother who came in contact with the 
remains of Mr. Frank Snyder on the 10th day of August, and 
was probably the only unacclimated person that acted as a pall- 
bearer. He was taken sick about 3 P. M., August 18th, with a 
severe chill. I found him at 6 P. m., with high fever; skin 
hot and dry; intense pain in head, back and limbs: eyes 
injected; bowels constipated; tongue clean, except back por- 
tion which was covered with a thin, light biownish coat; 
very restless and delirious; face flushed; pu!se 120; tempera- 
ture 1032. At9 P. M., his temperature rose to 104, the highest 
point it attained during his illness. The perspiration had a 
very strong, pungent and disagreeable odor. There was reten- 
tion of urine throughout his illness. Repeated tests failed to 
show the slightest truce of albumen. His fever was of one 
paroxysm, lasting about 84 hours. He was evidently infected 
with the poison of yellow fever from the remains of Mr. Sny- 
der. His convalescence was rapid and satisfactory. 

A guard was stationed near the residence on Fort Bayou, 
about three m:les above this place; the bedding, blankets, ete., 
burned and the rooms in which he had been ill and in which 
his father had died, thoroughly and repeatedly fumigated with 
sulphur. Carbolic acid, in a solution of copperas, was freely 
used about the premises. There was only one unacclimated per- 
son in the house with him—a brother who escaped. After three 
weeks the boys were washed and dressed and moved away, the 
house closed, some additional artieles of clothing and bedding 
burned and the entire house subjected to a most thorough and 
repeated fumigation with sulphurous acid gas, after which the 
house was aired day and night. 
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I herewith submit a tabulated statement of his pulse and 

Im perature. 

The fourth case was that of Major J. B. Bransford, who was 
taken ill at his residence in Ocean Springs at 10 P. mM., October 
8th, with a light chill. ‘There was repeated vomiting during: 
the night. Isaw him the next morning, October 9th, at 9: 
A. M; he had fever and a hot dry skin; pulse 82, temperature - 
101 4-5. "There wazs pain in his head and limbs and very severe. 
pain in his back; eyes injected, face iushed to a semi-scarlet, . 
tongue clean and quite natural in appearance, except a very: 
light coat on the back portion, which speedily disappeared.. 
There was suppression of urine due, probably, to kidney con- 
jestion. Urine sufficient for a satisfactory test was not obtained. 
until the next morning, October 10th, when it was found te- 
contain eighteen per cent. of albumen. There was retention. 
of urine on and after October 11th. On the afternoon of the- 
llth he became delirious. Prior to this he repeatedly ex-. 
pressed himself as feeling periectly well and strong enough to - 
ride or walk without inconvenience. On the 12th, cerebro- 
spinal symptoms were manifest. On the afternoon of the 18th, 
I found his room so close and hot, not a particle of airstirring, 
that the effects of this excessive heat alone was probably suf-- 
ficient to produce a fatal result in a case not otherwise hopeles... 
He died at 12:30 P. m, October 14th, and was buried that 
night as early asit could be done, "There was no black vomit. 
Six hours after death the face and trunk were of a deep golden: 
yellow color, while the more dependent portions of the body: 
presented a dark, mottled, orange-yellow appearance. 

Major Bransford intended to occupy, as a residence, the- 
house where my brother died and where his son was sick 1m: 
August. About eight days before he was taken ill during € 
very hot spell of weatber, He spent a day trimming ang- 
. cleaning up around this house, and although warned by me- 
not to enter the house, did so for a short time. It is certain. 
that he became infected with the poison of yellow fever at 
this locality, possibly from the outside of the house, as E am 
convinced the nurses engaged for my brother failed to carry 
out my instructions in promptly disinfecting the chamber con- . 
tents from the sick room. 

This case was recognized at my first visit and all measures- 
deemed necessary for the safety of the family and publie were 
at once adopted. A guard was so stationed as to prevent all. 
communication between the family and the publie. No mem- 
ber of the family was permitted to come in contact with the: 
guard. Ice, provisions, etc., intended for the family, were- 
delivered to the guard and by him placed at a designated p o 
near the house, After he had returned to his post, a mem be 
of the family would remove the supplies. E 


Deeming it unsafe to risk another case in this badly con— 
structed and illy ventilated house, I caused the removal of the- 
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family that afternoon to a healthy, non-infected locality about 
a mile out of the town where I also placed a guard for a short 
time and continued the isolation for fifteen days. The family, 
consisting of the widow and eight children, were advised to 
live prudently and sparingly and upon the plainest and simplest 
diet; invariably going to bed hungry, in well ventilated sleep- 
ing apartments. During each day the house was thrown open 
and thoroughly aired. Every article of bedding, clothing, 
etc., was placed in the sun or suspended in the open air. The 
family lived out of doors as much as possible. A daily motion 
from the bowels of each was the rule. C. O. salts and ene- 
mata were prescribed when necessary. ' 

. The family rigidly and cheerfully carried out these sugges- 
tions with the most gratifying results. Not a single case of 
fever was developed in this family of nine persons, all of whom 
were unacclimated and all of whom came, more or less, directly 
or indirectly in contact with the deceased during his illness, 
two members of the family having nursed the deceased through- 
out his illness. 

After the death of Major Bransford, I was applied to by Miss 
Mary, the oldest daughter, for a lock of her father's hair. 
This I refused, but she prevailed upon a generous-hearted 
neighbor who had aided in nursing her father, to give her the 
hair, which she then and there placed in an old envelope that 
had been torn open at one end an? carefully folded down the. 
torn end, thus practieally sealing it. She carried the envelope 
to her new home and carefully filed it away in a package of old 
letters in a drawer, where it remained for twenty-one days 
without being opened, although the drawer was frequently 
opened. 

On Sunday, at 12:30 p. m., November 4th, a very warm day, 
Miss Bransford brought the envelope out. upon the open gal- 
lery, when, upon opening the envelope and inhaling its deadly 
poison, exclaimed, *O, what a peculiar smell" and instantly 
handed it to her aunt, Miss Mary M. Snyder, who also inhaled 
the poison with a similar exclamation. Being warned of pos- 
sible danger, the envelope was folded and filed away as before, 
and the circumstance forgotten for the time. 

The following Saturday night these two young ladies were 
taken sick with yellow fever, Miss Mary M. Snyder at 9 P. M., 
November 10th, and Miss Mary E. Bransford at 2 P. M., 
November 11th, five hours later. The period of incubation in 
the ease of Miss Snyder, who, of the two, was in the less vigor- 
ous health, was six days, eight and a-half hours, and in the 
case of Mis? Bransford, six days, thirteen and a-half hours. 

Miss Snyder, aged 26, was ill at the residence of her brother 
Col. Wm. R. Snyder on Fort Bayou. She was taken with a 
light ehill, vomited once during the night. I saw her about 
noon the next day, November Ith. She had severe pain in 
her head, back and limbs; eyes slightly injected, skin hot and 
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dry, tongue clean and quite natural in appearance; pulse 120, 
temperature 103 2-5. Het case was unmistakable. An exami- 
nation of the urine voided 36 hours after her attack, showed 
twenty-five per cent. of albumen; 42 hours after her chill there 
was suppression of urine, irritable stomach and black vomit 
within 60 hours, and death in 80 hours from the commencement 
of her illness. Some hours after death the face and upper 
portion of trunk presented a rather dark, orange yellow appear- 
ance, while the more dependent portions of the body were 
dark, mottled and purple. I submit a tabulated statement of 
her pulse and temperature. 

Miss Bransford, aged 19, was ill at the residence of her 
mother, about one mile from this place. She was taken with 
a chill at 2 A. m., November 11th. I saw her at 11 4. m., the 
same day ; she had severe pain in head, back and limbs ; skin 
hot and dry, eyes injected, tongue lightly coated in the center 
with smooth, reddened edges; face greatly flushed, pulse 120, 
temperature 103. There could be no mistake as to a correct 
diagnosis in this case. "The urine voided 30 hours after her 
chili, contained 20 per cent. of albumen. A remarkable fea- 
ture in her ease was the rapid inerease in the per cent. of albu- 
men after the 13th, as will be seen by reference to the accom- 
panying tabulated statement of her pulse, temperature and 
per cent. of. albumen. and the fact that there were no convul- 
sions, only rigors coming on 20 hours before death, which took 
place at 7:30 P. M., November 16th. The muscular and ner- 
vous prostration in her case was very great. There was some 
oozing of black vomit at the corners of her mouth after death. 
Some hours after death her face presented a very dark greenish 
orange yellow appearance, while the more dependent portions 
of her body were very dark, mottled and purple—almost black. 
The odor in both of these cases was pathognomonie of the 
disease, but peculiarly disagreeable, pungent and offensive in 
the latter case. 


Miss Snyder and Miss Bransford were the only persons that 
touched the envelope or inhaled its deadly contents and are the 
only persons that have been ill with yellow fever in this vicin- 
ity since the death of Major Bransford on October 14th. 
There can, therefore, be no doubt but that they were infected 
from the lock of hair taken from Major Bransford's head as 
stated; and while their cases were not so typical as his, they 
were much more malignant, and clearly indieates that the 
intensity of vellow fever poison has much to do with the 
severity of the case. At the time these young ladies were 
taken ill the weather was very warm, but within two days - 
became quite cool with light frosts and thin ice in some local- 
ities. All vacant space in the coffins of the voung ladies was 
filled with charcoal and they were buried as soon after death as 


possible. 


The bedding, etc., in each case was burned, the rooms closed 
+ 


122 Mississiper State Boarp or HEALTH. 


and fumigated with sulphur, a fresh charge being added every 
24 hours for several days, after which the rooms were opened 
and aired day and night and yet remain unoccupied. Carbolic 
acid in a solution of copperas, was freely used about the prem- 
ises at both places. The chambers from the sick rooms were 
emptied into a freshly dug hole in the ground and covered with 
dry earth and the vessel washed out with copperas water. 
The families were isolated for fitteen days. They were advised 
to live out of doors as much as possible and to sleep in well 
ventilated apartments, their houses being opened and aired 
daily, every particle of bedding, clothing, etc, being daily 
aired. They were advised to live with the utmost prudence in 
all respects, and upon the plainest and simplest diet, eating 
sparingly at all times," but especially so at supper, and to 
invariably go to bed hungry; to keep their bowels open daily. 
If necessary to accomplish this result, C. O. salts or enemata 
was prescribed. In the two families there were sixteen per- 
sons, all white and all unacclimated, all of whom were neces- 
sarily more or less exposed. Not.a single new case was devel- 
oped in either family, a most gratifying result and happy 
termination of this dreadful scourge, for which we admit owe 
indebtedness to an all-wise, overruling Providence. 

Professor S. M. Bemiss, of the University of Louisiana, 
saw these two young ladies, in consultation with me, on the 
third day of their illness. I acknowledge my indebtedness to 
Dr. Bemiss for valuable suggestions. I acknowledge my in- 
debtedness to the members of the Jackson County Board of 
Health, and am under special obligations to the Hon. Secretary 

ot the State Buard. I have the honor to be, . 

; Your obedient servant, H. Saannon, M. D.. 
Inspector Mississippi State Board of Health. 


——M— 


Jackson County Sea-Coast Quarantine. 


On May 12th, the following quarantine order was issued : 

* [t has been this day ordered by the Executive Committee 
of the Mississippi State Board of Health, that quarantine for 
the Port of Pascagoula shall begin and go into effect on the 
15th day of May, 1888, and continue until otherwise ordered; 
and all vessels coming into said Port of Pascagoula, on or 
after the date above mentioned, shall be subject to the rules 
and regulations of the Board of Health of Jackson county." 

As the danger of infection being introduced became so great 
on account of the arrival of infected vessels at the Gulf Ports, 
upon our suggestion the County Board of Health issued the 

-following in addition to their rules: 


ra 
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Moss Pornrt, Miss., July 26th, 1883. 
By the Board of Health of Jackson county: 


Be it ordained, That after this date, no vessel with yellow 
fever or cholera on board, or which have had such diseases on 
board this season, shall load at or from this port until after 
frost, or such time as this Board deems it prudent to do so. 
But this order shall not apply tothe two vessels now loading 
in quarantine. 

A true copy from the minutes. 

M. M. Evans, Secretary. 


2 
Application having been made, $500 00 was sent the County 
Board of Health on "May 26th, $350 00 on August 28th, and 
$350.00 on December 13th, the full amount allowed them by 
the State Board, at its meeting in May, to assist in conducting 
their Sea-coast quarantine. 
` The following, from the report of the President of the Jack- 
son County Board of Health, is submitted: 


To the Honorable State Board of Health of Mississippi: 


The Board of Health of Jackson county respectfully submits 
the following report, for the year 1883: 

Quarantine, at the Port of Pascagoula, was: begun on the 
lóth of May, at which time the outlook fora favorable season 
in quarantine matters was good. Shortly afterward yellow 
fever, of a malignant type, assumed an epidemic form at Vera 
Cruz. An unusually large number of vessels, most of them 
Scandanavian, had congregated at that place, and were detained 
in port from six to twelve weeks, on account of the insufficiency 
of the means for discharging their cargoes, and the fever pre- 
‘vailed in the shipping to a frightful extent. Many of these 
vessels were chartered before jeaving Europe to load with 
‘lumber at the various north Gulf ports, which accounts for the 
arrival of the unusually large number of infected vessels at 
these places during the season just past. 

On June the 29th, the Norwegian Bark Alma arrived in this 
port with two cases of yellow fever on board. She was imme- 
diately towed to the Ship Island station, then in charge of the 
National Board of Health, when one of the cases terminated 
fatally. When the National Board of Health closed that sta- 
tion, and before the Marine Hospital service assumed control, 
the “Alma” was ordered back to this station, where she arrived 
July the 4th. On the 5th the Bark Agnes Campbell arrived, 
all on board having had the fever except one man. This Board, 
after diligent inquiry, having failed to ascertain whether the 
Ship Island station was to be maintained as a station of refuge 
for the care of infected vessels until July 22d, and in the mean- 
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time had determined to load these vessels in quarantine, as no 
other cases had occurred on board, believing this to be the 
easiest and safest way of getting rid of a focus of infection. 
The sequel has demonstrated the wisdom of its action, as no 
evil has resulted therefrom. These are the only vessels kr.own 
to be infected that have arrived here this season, except the 
Bark Viga, Lound from Mobile to Ship Island station. She 
was found on shore in distress on Petit Bois Island, with all 
on board sick except three men, and was pulled off and towed 
to her destination under the supervision of the Quarantine 
Officer. 

The presence of infected vessels in this harbor has required 
greater vigilence on our part and the necessity of a larger ex- 
penditure of money than we expected at the beginning ‘of the 

'Season; from the Secretary and Treasurer’s report you will see 
that there i is yet a considerable amount unpaid. 

Some reported cases of fever occured near Ocean Springs, 
which were taken charge of by Dr. Shannon, by the direction 
of your board. He has no doubt made a fuli report of tho 
facts from which you can form your own conclusions. Accom- 
panying this report is a memorial of citizens of Ocean Springs, 
which was addressed to this Board, before which it could not 
properly come. At the request of the signers we forward it to 
you, together with Dr. Shannon's reply. In this connection, 
in justice to Dr. Shannon, it may not be improper for us to say 
that while this matter was not in the control ot this Board, 
that it is our opinion that he acted conscientiously, firmly and 
wisely under the circumstances. 

In the month of March, small-pox made its appeurance on 
Fort Bayou, in the western part of the county. This Board, 
at that time, had no means at its command with which to take 
charge of the cases. The locality being isolated and sparsely 
populated, the disease spread but little. Four persons died of 
it. One case occurred in Scranton later and was taken charge 
of by this Board and the spread of the disease prevented. 
We desire again to endorse and recommend the continuance of 
the Ship Island station. 

(Signed,) Respectfully, 
E. F. GRIFFIN, 
Pres't Board of Health, Jackson county. 
Moss Bons Miss , December 5th, 1883. 


The following names have been sent to the Governor for. ap- 
pointment: 

On May 17th, Dr. W. A. Cox,“ as a member of the Jackson 
county board of Health, vice Dr. M. M. McLeod, resigned. 

On July 25th, Dr. B. F. Travis, as Chief Health Officer of 
Jasper county, and Dr. W. M. Peacock, as Chief Health Offi- 
cer of Jones county. 
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On September 4th, Dr. E. Fox, as Chief Health Officer of 
Scott county, vice Dr. J. L. Gresham, deceased. « 
On December 19th, Dr. J. R. Crow, as Chief Health Officer 

of Tallahatchie county, vice Dr. J. S. Brown, deceased, 
Application having been made by the Board of Supervisors 
of Neshoba county, for the exemption of that county from a 
Health Officer, exemption was granted on December 12th. 
Upon the eertificate of the ‘Circuit Clerk of Benton ceunty 
to the effect that Dr. J. E. Pegram had pleaded guilty to having 
obtained a license to practice medicine improperly, it was de- 
cided, on October 19th, to revoke his license. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT KELLS, 
C. A. Rice, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Executive Committee. 


REPORTS OF CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS. 


ADAMS COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. L. E. Profilet, Chief Health Officer. 


ee M 


As circumstances of which I advised you prevented my mak- 
ing the Annual Report due September 30th, 1882, I have ` 
thought best to make a semi-annual report for the six months 
ending March 31st, 1883, and will make another report for the 
six months ending September 30th. 

Natchez is the “only town in the county having a municipal 
board. Its population is about nine thousand, and that of the 
entire county about twenty-two thousand. N atchez has an 
efficient Board of Health, composed of the city Health Officer 
and three members of the Board of Aldermen. The Board is 
ever watchful for the health of the community and zealous in 
co-operating to enforce any sanitary measures conducive 
thereto. It becomes my painful duty to report the death on 
the loth inst., of obstruction of the bowels, of our late much 
esteemed City Health Officer, Dr. John C. Inge. The estima- 
tion in which he was held asa public officer and as a citizen, 
was displayed by the very flattering resolutions passed by the 
Board of Aldermen concerning him, and'by the testimonials of 
respect manifested by the citizens of the county generally. 
Dr. Sprague Winchester, a young ; man of ability, and a grad- 
uate of the Medical Department of the University of Louis- 
ian», has been selected to replace him, and, in the event of any 
sanitary measures for the good of the county becoming nec- 
essary. I am sure of his hearty co operation. 

The county jail, located in Natchez, though not all that is 
desirable as to sanitary construction, yet is clean, and the 
health of prisoners confined therein, is generally as good as 
could be expected among persons in a state of confinement. 

During the months of October, November and December, 
typhoid fever prevailed as an epidemic in Natchez, though if 
there were cases in the country around, they were few in num- 
ber. There were a few deaths, but the epidemie was not fatal 
in character. in my opinion the epidemic was too general to 
be traced to local causes. 

During the month of December a case of membranous croup 
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was reported, the only one I have known to occur in the county 
for along time. Dr. McPheeters performed tracheatomy, aud 
the result was successful. 

In January, cases of scarlet fever prevailed in several fami- 
lies, the disease attacking nearly all the unprotected members 
of each family. In 1880, it made its appearance in Natchez 
for the first time.in a great many years. It was in a mild form, 
though very wide-spread. During the epidemic six deaths oc- 
curred, all among whites. Since then occasional cases have 
continued to appear. Last fall there were twenty-one cases in 
the Catholic Asylum for girls, about one-third of all the or- 

hans in the Asylum having contracted the disease. Not one 
of them had scarlet fever during the epidemic, and, at the time 
the cases occurred, there was not a case in the city. All recov- 
ered. I will report two other cases that occurred in February 
last, on account of the peculiar circumstances of the attack. 
Ihey were two brothers, both adults, in close. confinement in 
the county jail and where it would seem impossible for them 
to come in contact with any source of contagion. As soon as. 
I discovered that the first had scarlatina, I isolated him, and 
detailed bis brother, who, by the positive statement of their 
mother{ had had scarlet fever, to nurse him. The first had 
quite a Severe attack, and was seriously ill. About ten days 
after he was taken, the premonitory symptoms developed ia 
the other brother in quite severe form—his fever being very 
high ~I have forgotten the temperature, the pains in limbs and 
head, and the throat symptoms very severe. His symptoms I 
regarded/as very suspicious, but hoped, in view of his former 
attack, that they were only such manifestations of the poison 
as I have seen in other infectious diseases in persons exposed 
to their influence, but protected by a previous attack. On the 
second day, however, the characteristic rash appeared, which 
seemed virtually to terminate the disease; for, with the erup- 
tion, the violent symptoms soon disappeared. There was des- 
quamation in both cases at the usual period. I employed the 
measures recommended by the State Board for the ** Restric- 
tion and Prevention of Scarlet Fever,” and no other case has 
yet developed in the jail. I mention these latter cases spec- 
ially, as possessing some interest, the first as developing in an 
adult under the circumstances, and the second as apparently 
contracting the disease a second time. 

Pneumonia was very prevalent throughout the county during 
the months of January and February. Since then, occasional 
cases have continued to develop. The case of small-pox which 
occurred in February, I reported at the time. The man died, 
and the disease stopped there,as there have been no new 
cases, í 


During the past six months, I have learned of but two cases- 
of diphtheria, and those were mild in type. 


Whooping cough has prevailed throughout the county, and 
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is prevailing at the present time; but the cases have not been 
numerous, and the type has been mild. 

There has been but one prosecution for infringement of the 
law forbidding anyone in Mississippi to practice medicine with- 
out a license from the State Board. As the evidence was con- 
clusive, the man was convicted and punished by fine. The 
grand juries receive from the judge strict instructions concern- 
ing the law, and, in my opinion, they are using every effort to 
ferret out the offenders and indict them. The great difficulty 
has been to procure evidence positive enough to convict. In 
the case referred to, the man convicted sued a woman for the 
amount of his fee, and she in retaliation brought suit against 
him for practiciag medicine without license. There are other 
cases that will probably be dealt with at the ensuing April term 
ofthe court. If so, I will report in September. 


NATCHEZ, Miss., Sept. 30, 1883. 


Serious sickness in my family has delayed my report beyond 
the time required. Having rendered you a report for the six 
months ending March 31st, the following report will only in- 
clude the last half of the year ending September 30th. 

In February, I reported the fact of a case of small-pox hav- 
ing been put off at Natchez from the steamer Will S. Hays. As 
the ordinances impose a penalty upon steamboats putting off 
any cases of infectious disease, the Captain of the steamer was 
put under bond for his appearance before the Mayor for trial. 
He waived an examination, however, and the matter was com- 
promised by his paying a fine of $100. 

Pneumonia and whooping cough continued to prevail during 
the month of April, though both were in mild form. Other- 
wise, the general health was good during the montli, as also 
during the month of May, being in fact much better during the 
latter month than in the correspondirg month last year, when 
malarial fevers were more prevalent than usual; On May 8th, 
I reported three cases of varioloid. ‘Ihe first was a woman who 
had recently been residing in New Orleans, and probably con- 
tracted the disease there, where it was prevailing. It was not 
discovered until she was convalescent, ard consequently no 
precautious had been taken to prevent the spread of the dis- 
ease. Herhusband and son, living in the same house, were the 
other two cases. "They were not removed from their premises, 
but strictly quarantined, and allin the neighborhood vaccina- 
ted. All recovered, and no other cases occurred. It was re- 
ported to me that a boy living in an adjoining house had con- 
tracted the disease. anıl had gone about four miles into the 
country. I went to the spot immediately to investigate the 
. matter, and found the rumor without foundation. 


On June 14th, I reported four more cases of small pox in 
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Natchez. The first was taken sick about the last of May, and 
was sent to the city pest house, where he died after a week’s 
illness. This case originated on the river bank, in what is 
known a» “Natchez Under the Hill,” and the source of the con- 
tagion could not be discovered. The three other cases devel- 
oped in the same house, and were not removed, but the neces- 
sary precautions were observed by Dr. Winchester, city health 
officer, and all recovered. No other cases developed from tbem. 

In July, I reported 4 case of measles. The subject was a lit- 
tle giri, five years old, whose mother had arrived in Natchez 
the week before, being just one weeh from New York, where 
she had arrived a day or two before she started for Natchez. 
She had no knowledge of her daughter having been exposed to 
measles, and I was not aware of a case existing in the county. 
Two weeks later, another child of about the same age, and liv- 
ing in the same house, was seized, and had a mild attack, There 
have been no cases since. 

Since July, maiarial fevers have been more general than usual, 
and the type has been severe; and the deaths from the same 
have been not unfrequent. During the month of August, there 
were several cases of scarlet fever of mild form in one family. 
Since the general epidemic of the disease which prevailed in 
Natchez in 1880, it has occasionally made its appearance, and, 
as a rule, confined itself to a family where the disease had not 
appeared during the epidemic. As a notable example, I think 
I reported the instance of St. Mary’s Orphan Asylum for girls, 
where 25 vases developed last year, and where there had not 
been a ease during the epidemic. During the present month 
(September) there were seven cases in one family. 


On the 15th inst., I reported two more cases of small-pox on 
the extrame castern border of the county. The cases were not 
reported to me until one week aíter one had been convalescent 
about two weeks, and the other had been dead some days, the 
disease having been considefed chicken-pox in the neighbor- 
hood. The suspicion of some one being aroused, the cases 
were reported to me for investigation. I went to the spot, and 
judging from the appearance of the boy who ha recovered, and 
the history of his symptoms related by himself, I pronounced 
the case small-pox. No new cases had developed at that time, 
and Ireturned home and immediately wrote to you for virus, as 
many had unfortunately been exposed. On the 16th, I enclosed 
you Mr. Killingsworth’s letter reporting another case, and on 
the 20th I reported two more on the same place. On the 18th 
lagain visited the infected district, and isolated as well as pos- 
sible the sick, and made the necessary provisions for their care 
as far as nurses, food, etc., were concerned. I could not vac- 
cinate at that time, as I had no vaecine virus, I received it on 

"my return to Natchez, and. as cireumstances did not permit my 
immediate return, I forwarded it to Mr, Killingsworth, who vac- 
cinated all on the place. At the present time no new cases have 
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*leveloped, and I trust that my efforts to check the disease will 
prove successful. Qa the 28th, I again visited the place, and 
found two of the men in a dying condition. 

The couuty jail I am pleased to report in as good a condi- 
tion in a sanitary point of view as could be expected. It is kept 
«clean, and the prisoners have every consideration shown them 
that their condition permits. There has not been a death dur- 
ing the past year, and but one case of sickness requiring my at- 
‘tention since my report in March, and that was a case of inter- 
mittent fever in a boy recently imprisoned. There is a fact, 
though. in regard to the jail that I wish to direct the efforts of 
your Honorable Body to. Ire'er to the number of lunatics 
confined therein—and some have been there for years, I pre- 
sume the condition prevails in all the counties of the State. At 
resent there are 20 prisoners in the jail. Of these, twelve are 
dunatics—four men and eight women; the remaining eight con- 
tined for misdemeanors or under accusation being men. The 
evils arising from this it is neediess for me to point out, for 
they are too patent. 


ALCORN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. R. M. Young, Chief Health Officer. 


I herewith submit the following report, as Chief Health 
‘Officer of Alcorn county, Miss., for the year ending the 30th 
‘September, 1883 : " 

Number of vaccinations with virus furnished from office of 
Secretary of State Board of Health for the year 1882, about 
one hundred; of this number fifty per cent. were successful. 

The vaccinations were performed by my predecessor in the 
-office ot Chief Health Officer of this county, and he has no 
exact data from which a report can be made. 

I vaecinated a large number of persons with virus procured 
'from various sourees most of which seemed totally inert and 
worthléss, as not more than 25 or 30 per cent. of such vaecina- 
tion when performed on subjects for the first time were suc- 
„cessful. 

Until within the past two months, the year has been unusu- 
-ally healthy. During the winter and early spring, there were a 
few cases of pneumonia and rheumatism; later on the usual 
forms of malarial diseases appeared, usually in mild forms, and 
wery amenable to treatment. The weather was pleasant until 
about the Ist of August, refreshing showers alternating with 
wooling breezes. the highest notch reached on the thermal stick 
was 96°; after August Ist, the rain-fall ceased, and the temper- 
:ature rose to 98°, for several days in succession. . ~ 
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Then followed a good many cases of acute dysentery and 
malarial diseases, a few cases of pernicious fever and malarial 
heematuria. 

We have had no outbreak of any epidemic or contagious 
disease; no scarlatina or diphtheria. The mortality amongst 
children under two years of age has been above the average. 
Most of the deaths have resulted from chronic entero colitis. 

The death rate in the county has been a little greater than 
usual, a good many resulting from chronic diseases, and some 
occurring among the aged. 

The jail and county poor-house have been visited from time 
to time; the sanitation is all that could be desired. The inmates 
at each place have been remarkably free from disease. 

Such sanitary measures as seemed, advisable have been en- 
forced, the municipal authorities and individual citizens cheer- 
fully complying with all neeedful regulations. 


| ATTALA COUFTY. 
Report of Dr. J. W. Scarborough, Chief Health Officer. 


i 

The fall, winter, and spring months, for 1883, were variable, 
generally warm and wet. The diseases of the county were 
generally catarrhal in their character, involving the mucous 
membranes; these, tròubles were mostly mild, and but little 
fatality attending our winter and spring sickness. I regret 
that I cannot make the same favorable report in regard to the 
diseases of the summer and fall months. i 
~ While we have had some typhoid fever in different portions 
of Attala, the prevailing types have been intermittent and re- 
mittent, with a decided tendency to congestion (in many in- 
stances) of the brain and spine, and others to the abdominal 
viscera. There has been more congestion and deaths therefrom 
in the county, perhaps, than for thirty or thirty-five years. 
There has also been diarrhea and dysentery throughout the 
year all over the county. Also throat and bronchial affections 
have prevailed over the county, especially among the children, 
proving fatal in many instances. The unprecedented drought 
and dust seem to have increased and aggravated the trouble. 
Pneumonia has also been more common than usual through 
the summer and early fall months. There has been more sick- 
ness in Attala county this year than for many previous, and 
my observation is that persons from middle age to childhood 
have been the greatest sufferers. Whooping-cough aud mea- 
sles still linger in the county. i ` 

Our jail has been full most of the year and crowded for 
some two months past, yet the health of the prisoners has been 
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good, The Board of Supervisors, at my request, visited it and 
ordered such improvements as were practicable, for the health 
of the prisoners. Our jail needs remodeling for better accom- 
modation and ventilation which I hope will be done at an early 
day. The poor-house has been well cared for; the unfortu- 
nates who go there are too old to help themselves, or otherwise 
broken down by disease, and consequently die soon. There 
has been four deaths in it this year. The Board of Supervi- 
sors gave me the promise of means, and assistance, in case of 
small. pox or other infectious or contagious diseases, but thzs 
far we have been fortunate in escaping. The scare of last. 
year, and this, has caused a great number of vaccinations and 
re-vaccinations during the winter and spring months. Theivory 
and quill points were mostly used, and as heretofore great 
complaint was made against them. I think most if not all of 
the virus used was ordered from Memphis, St. Louis and Lou- 
isville, Ky., with lixe failure. It isto be borne in mind that a 
great number of cases were re-vaccinated. I regret that I am 
unable even to approximate the number of successful vaccina- 
tions or re-vaccinations, but I do know there has been general 
dissatisfaction as to success in the use of the points or quills. 
In conelusion, I will say, that I have felt a deep interest in the 
health, happiness and comfort of my connty; have advised and 
aided wherever I could; all of which I submit. 


CARROLL COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. G. W. Vasser, Chief Health Officer. 


Below I submit my report as Health Officer of Carroll county .: 
In the months of October and November of 1882, we had but 
little sickness. In December we had more typhoid fever than 
usual, and quite a number of cases of jaundice, none of which 
were very serious. 

During the spring months ‘some fever and dysentery, but 
possibly not more than usual, The summer has been very hot. 
and dry, accompanied with sn increased amount of typhoid, 
remittent and intermittent:fevers. The latter more prevalent 
than for several years past ; many cases, I learn, assuming a 
malignant type. Ithink there has been a greater number of 
deaths in the county than for several years past. 

Our jail is in good condition. 

Below I append vital and mortuary statistics of the white 
populaticn of Carrollton:: 

Population, 350: births, male, 7; births, female, 4; mar- 
riages, 1; deaths, 10, Of ‘the deaths three were very old sub. 
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jects; two invalids of several years; and one from a very severe 
wound. 

It is impossible for.me to furnish you with the number of 
successful vaccinations obtained from the virus furnished. 

The points were promptly distribtited among the physicians 
of the county; but none has ever furnished a statement as re- 
quested. 

I also furnished the various school teachers with the pro- 
ducts, and but few of them ever reported. 

I suppose I can safely say there were five or six hundred 
successfnl vaccinations obtained, perhaps more. 


COAHOMA COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. A. Cooper, Chief Health Office. 


I have the pleasure of reporting that our county has enjoyed 
comparatively good health during the present year, quite an 
immunity from contagious or infectious diseases having ex- 
isted. 

The winter passed with comparatively little sickness. 

Catarrhal troubles, in some form, mostly prevailing; but 
little pneumonia, and that generally controlled easily. Some 
rheumatism, and the remains of the autumnal fevers. Inter- 
mittent mostly prevailed. 

Spring months healthy generally speaking until the decline 
of the spring floods—when diseases mostly affecting the di- 
gestive organs, such as diarrhoea and dysentery, prevailed. 
Notwithstanding the intense heat and dryness of the summer 
months, we have had comparatively little sickness. 

The latter part of the summer and beginning of autumn 
having been unusuallv dry, malarial diseases have been inten- 
sified, and in chronic malarial also, especially intermittents, fol- 
lowed by frequent attacks of malarial hematuria, has been re- 
, ported, with what mortality I have not been able to ascertain; 
but usually, Ithink the mortality does not exceed fifteen or 
twenty per cent. of those attacked. Our observations have 
been here, I think, with few exceptions, that the disease, ‘“‘ma- 
larial hematuria,” is a beginning of chronic malaria, especially 
neglected cases, nothing having been done to arrest the disease, 
or where they have been improperly treated. 

As regards the effect of the overflow, as compared with last 
season, (when we did not have an overflow,) upon the health 
of our citizens, my experience has becn, I think, that we have 
had as mvch malarial trouble; when either extreme of dryness 
or rain prevailed we had as much or more sickness. l 

I have not observed so much sickness after an overflow, un- 
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less it was when we would have the June floods, leaving all the 
swamp filled with stagnent water. 

When such was the case, usually our malarial attacks in cer- 
tain localities were greatly intensified. 

The ditference in effect is no doubt due to accidental circum- 
stances, affecting the various localities. 

Where the currents were rapid, sweeping over the lands, 
leaving but little if anv deposit, but little sickness. followed. 

Also, when the deposits were deep, the circumstances were 
not favorable for the development of disease; but where the 
deposits were slight, and form stagnant pools, mostly, these 
malarial trouhles were much more violent and prevailed toa 
greater extent. 

The sanitary condition of our county jail is as good as might. 
be expected, where but little attention has been paid in the 
architecture with a view to sanitary improvements. We have 
never had any serious sickness in the jail, even when very much 
crowded, as the police regulation have been rather rigid. 

We have not done very much in organizing Boards ot Health 
in our county; but no doubt that next year we will have severak 
in the county, as much more interest is being manifested in 
sanitary and hygenic laws. 


COPIAH COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. QG. W. Purnell, -Chief Health Officer. 


ES 
è 


The year just ending kas been a memorable ore in the his- 
tory of Copiah county. The insatiable monster, Death, has 
been a frequent visitor and oft, in our midst, and many a house- 
hold wears the garb of mourning; and many, like Rachel, mourn 
because their loved ones are not. And pallid Want and grin 
Hunger. but for the noble aid of sweet Charity, would have 

knocked at many a door long and loud for admittance. 

" The fall of 1882 was a healthy one, little sickness of any 
kind prevailing—mostly bilious fevers. The winter was also 
a healthy one, the usual diseases prevailing to a limited extent 
principally rémittent and catarrhal fevers. 

During the months of February and March, we had an out- 
break of small. pox in the northwestern part of the county, 
which, by energetic measures, was suppressed and stamped 
ont. and confined to the place on which the first case appeared. 
À full history of the origin, course and other matters relating 
thereto, I reported to your honorable board some few months 
ago. 

The spring of 1883 was quite cool, the health continuing ` 
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good, and nothing remarkable transpiring until the 22d of 
April. when on that day one of the most destructive tornadoes 
on record struck our county, traveling from southwest to north- 
east, sweeping everything animate and inanimate before it. 
spreading death and destruction in its track, and rendering 
houseless and homeless hundreds of our people, causing the 
most fearful want and suffering it has ever been my lot to wit- 
ness. But our medical brethren from far and near flocked to 
the scene of distress and disaster and offered their services to 
the wounded and sick, and soon they brought comparative com- 
fort and relief to the afflicted, and thus helped restore order- 
out of chaos. 


The number of cases of pyæmia and gangrene were corres- 
poadingly small, owing to the care, attention and patient 
watchfulness bestowed on the wounded, and the free and skill- 
ful application of antisepties. 


Some idea of the amount of work performed by our noble- 
profession can be formed, when it is known that the number 
of wounded reached the startling figures of 266. 


The early part of summer was notable by the great fall of 
rain. The type of fever was typhoid in character, and this. 
prevailed over a great portion of our county. As the summer- 
advanced, the rains which had continued until the early part. 
of July ceased, anil a drought without precedent in the history 
of our county, set in. The types of fever were now remittent 
and congestive, the typhoid still prevailing to a more moderate- 
extent. The weather was hot, with a dry northwesterly wind 
blowing the whole summer. The running streams became dry 
beds of mud and sand; the ponds and lakes dried up; and the- 
fallen timber, paiticularly in the track of the tornado, decaying: 
so rapidly under the intensity of the heat and drouth, became 
fruitful hot beds of malaria. And duting the months of July- 
and August, there was liardly a family in the county that had 
not one or more of its members sick. The fevers were of @ 
high grade, obstinate and of long duration. In some localities,. 
swift and malignant cases of congestive fever, attacking the- 
stomach principally, struck down some of the hardiest and 
most robust, and in a few hours severed the golden chain of? 
life, no skill being adequate to combat the fever in its malig- 
nancy. But only in about three neighborhoods, ail of limited. 
extent, did that fatal form of fever prevail. One of these local- 
ities was far from any water-course, or on the track of the tor- 
nado, and to no known cause ean tlie severe type of fever be 
traced. The other two localities were contiguous to water 
courses—one, Pearl river, in the eastern part of the county; 
the other, Foster’s creck, in the western part. ‘The drouth 
continued during the summer, and is unbroken at the present 
time. Only twice since the 9th of July, have we been blessed 
with rain, and then only with light showers, all traces of which. 
disappeared in a day or two. But although the dry weather 
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has continued so long, the number of cases of sickness has: 
been very notably reduced, and the type has been much milder, 

with the exception of that prevailing on Pearl river, where the 

congestive fever still prevails, and where it is as malignant and 

fatal as on its first appearance. A portion of this neighborhood 

lies in the track of the tornado. 

In comparison with former years, the sickness in Copiah 
county has not only been greater during the present year, but 
of a.more severe and fatal character; the causes of which, un- 
questionably, are the long continued drouth attendant the 
dried up ponds, lakes and streams, and the immense amount 
of decayed vegetable matter consequent tbereto; also, the 
large mass of dying and decaving timber in the track of the 
tornado, 

I have made some analyses of drinking water, notably in two 
cases where typhoid fever prevailed, but found the water pure 
and good. 

I have visited and inspected our jail, and found it well kept, 
with whitewashed walls, clean floors, and a moderate use ot dis- 
infectants, resulting in the prisoners being healthy and in good 
condition. And while our whole county has been visited with 
sickness, there has not been a case of fever in our jail this 
summer. 


—— —— 


COVINGTON COUNTY. 
. Report of Dr. Alex. Fairly, Chief Health Officer. 


a 


In making my annual report, I have nothing unusual to pre- 
sent. Compared with last year, there has been a greater num- 
ber of cases of bilious, remittent and intermittent fevers of a 
severe type. This is more especially true of cases occurring 
in the immediate vicinity of millponds, There was an out- 
break of measles near the county site (Williamsburg) in the 
month of August. I was immediately cailed on the first ap 
pearance of the disease, and upon investigation found the mal- 
ady had been imported from Davis, a station on the New Or- 
leans and Meridian Railroad. It was confined to that one 
family of nine (no deaths). 

There prevailed through the warm months the usual number 
of cases of diarrhea and dysentery; and in some portions of 
the county whooping cough gained a firm hold, and several 
deaths (infants) occurred from this cause. 

I fear that I shall not be able to make any very definite re- 
port in regard to vaccinations. Idistributed the virus received 
to the different praeticing physicians throughout the county, 
reserving a portion for myself. I have asked a report from 

received none. Very few vaccinations 
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were made by myself, The danger of small-pox not being very 
imminent in this vicinity, it was no small task to induce per- 
sons to undergo the operation. The fear of a sore arm and an 
interference in their usual avocations entered largely into the 
consideration. 

The sanitary condition of our county jail is good. For the 
past twelve months it has been without an 'occupant, conse- 
quently no diseases have prevailed there, and no sanitary re- 
forms are needed. : 


CLARKE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. A. V. Woolverton, Chief Health Officer. 


I respectfully send you a short health report for Clarke 
county, Miss. Ireceived 150 bovine points from you, for which 
Ireceipted. Idistributed them among the physicians in differ- 
ent parts of the county—have not received any report from 
them. I used 50 of them, and about one-half proved success- 
_ful—all on primary cases. I have no epidemics to report from 

this county; in fact, we have had a good run of health in En- 
terprise and vicinity. Icannot give the mortuary report of the 
county, because the physicians have not made any report to me. 


CHICKASAW COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. H. Murfee, Chief Health Officer. 


— — 


Up to the present, we have had in this county nothing of 
special interest to report as to the public health. We have haa 
during the summer such diseases as are due to the season. No 
epidemic, although an impression has gone out among the cit- 
izens cf this and adjoining counties that typhoid fever prevails 
in the town of Okolona. According to my observations, this 
is a mistake. I have scen only a few cases of true typhoid fever. 
We have had some fevers and bowel disorders, due to the sum- 
mer, such as other places have had, but very few cases of well 
defined malaria. Our disorders here do not respond to the use 

of quinine, but have done well under other treatment. 


DsSOTO COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. T. Jones, Chief Health Officer. 


I would respectfully beg leave to submit the fol'owing as my 
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semi-annual report to your honorable board: The time that 
had elapsed from the first of January, 1883, until the date of 
my commission, May 18th, 1883, so far as my cbservation ex- 
tended in my county, and indced, to a limited extent in all 
Ncr.h Mississippi; our portion of the State had been unprece- 
dentedly healthy; having to a very great extent escaped the 
usual amount of pneumonia and pulmonary troubles incident 
to thatseason. We were, however, during that period visited 
with quite an extensive epidemic of coryza and catharral fever. 

April and May were characterized by no contagious epidem- 
ies or ende:nies except varicella which was very general 
throughout the county and of the most malignant type I ever 
witnessed, in some cases very closely approximating variola in 
its discrete form. The entire month of June up to the 10th or 
middle of July has been productive of more than a usual 
amount of stomach and bowel derangements, from the mildest 
forms of simple diarrhoea or cholerine, and dysentery, to the 
most violent gastritis, gastro-enteritis, cholera-morbus, cholera- 
infantum and low: forms of typhoid dysentery. I think its 
etiology is traceable to the imprudent use of our fruits, which 
in this locality, this vear, every species of fruits and vegetables 
have been two weeks delayed in maturing, and have been pro- 
verbially faulty and inferior in quantity and quzlity. 

The first of July I addressed an official communication to 
the County Board of Supervisors, municipal Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen of my town, and also to the boards of each in- 
eorporated town in my county, requesting them in each in- 
stance where there was not a local Board of Health, to pro- 
ceel at once to organize one and appoint a committee from 
their respective boards, to act in concert with a joint commit- 
tee from the aforesaid and lately organized Boards of Health; 
and empower them with proper legal authority to proceed in- 
stanta to make a most caretul and rigid inspection of every 
house, yard and public place, and building within their re- 
spective corporations as regards their sanitary condition, and 
for said committees to make immediate reports thereafter of 
their actions in the premises accompanied with such sugges 
tions as in their m nds would improve or relieve said town or 
corporation from any and all nuisances and objectionable feat- 
ures to cleanliness and the health of the community. Pm glad 
to report that each locality in my county, with which I 
communicated very politely and promptly. proceeded to organ- 
ize said boards, (except one) and the city fathers in each in- 
stance have given proper attention and listened attentively-to 
the reports of the inspecting committees, and to-day, I feel that 
I can boast that DeSoto is in all probability the cleanest and 
healthiest couuty in the State of Mississippi. 

I will hereby furnish you with the names and address of the 
President and Secretary of cach locality, xs I informed them 
that you would be kind enough after you had learned their 
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names, and that they were organized, send them the rules and 
regulations of the State Board of Health, and any other bits of 
information that you could furnish them with, to help them 
out in their good work of preventing diseases, viz: Pleasant 
Hill - Dr. Irvine, President; W. 8. Williamson, Secretary ; 
Nesbit Station-—-Dr. W, R. Maxwell, President; D. D. Boyd, 
Secretary ; Loves Station--Dr. Terrell, President; S. B. Ham- 
lett, Secretary; Olive Branch—Dr. McNeal, President; S. B. 
Brown, Secretary; Eudora—Dr. Richmond, President: Wni. 
Croseto, Secretary; Horn Lake Depot—Dr. Benford, President: 
Win. Butt, Secretary; Lynchburgh—-Dr,. Davis, President; 
Clate Jones, Secretary; Cockrum—Dr, Peterson, President; 
James Biker, Secretary The Board of Supervisors of my 
county sppointed a committee from their Board to act as a 
joint committee with me as Chief Health Officer of the county 
to Inspect the jail, county poor-house and schools. 

When we made our reporte, we reported with pleasure that 
the jail was in very fine sanitary condition and that the officials 
seemed very exemplary and assiduous in their care and atten- 
tion to the prisoners, and for their comfort and health kept 
everything in a most admirable condition. But when we came 
to the county poor-house, to our astonishment, annoyance and 
disgust, we had to report an.inhuman and barbarous state of 
affairs, whieh lead immediately to the expulsion of the keeper. 

I have no deaths to report as having occurred at the county 
jail since my appointment and am prepared to report our 
county jail in a pleasingly good sanitary condition. A like re- 
port I cau also make as regards to the corporation of the town 
of Hernando. Our Board of Mayor and Aldermen kindly 
furnished me with a joint committee from their board, and 
they togetlier with mvself, took occasion to inspect on the first 
wcek in July critically every house and its entire surroundings 
in the corporation, aud report every nuisance and obstruction 
to cleanliness, and on reception and adoption of my report, 
they took occasion immediately to have executed at once every 
request I made, and acted on every suggestion I offered. We 
have had a very remarkably comparatively cool summer and in 
consequence have not suffered with so much of the malarial or 
miasmatic troubles as is incident to this section of the coun- 
try every summer. 

In the middle and latter portion of the month of July an 
epidemie of © malarial dysentery” prevailed in the extreme 
northeastern portion of the county which among children 
proved very fatal. I visited that portion of the county in an 
Official capacity to ascertain the extent and results of the epi- 
demic, On my arrival I learned that Byhalia, Marshall 
county, was the center and that the cases in DeSoto county 
were very limited in number and fatality as compared with the 
results in the other county. I learned on good authority that 
there had been as many as seventy-five deaths within a radius 


140 . MississiPPI STATE BoARD oF HEALTH, 


-of five miles from Byhalia, Miss., within the space of ten days, 
and that tnere had been up to that time about 500 cases. I 
was very courteously invited by the physicians of that section 
to attend some of their-cases with them, and learned that the 
«lisease had manifested itself about three weeks before my 
visit and that it was more of an endemic than an epidemic, and 
seemed to be inclined to move in an easterly direction. We 
could trace no possible local cause for so formidable type of 
the disease. I have by published notice and private communi- 
-cations requested all the physicians of the county to keep me 
posted as to the name and character as to deportment ot the 
diseases they might be called on to treat, and the result is that 
i have been enabled to chronicle cases of diphtheria in two 
localities, and a very decided increase of malarial hematuria 
in my county. This disease is becoming decidedly more fre- 
quent and just as fatal as ever. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. L. D. Harrison, Chief Health Officer 


In compliance to the instruction that I have receive.l, I here- 
with submit the following report of my acts as Chief Health 
‘Officer. and of the health of this county, for the year ending 
September 30th, 1883. 

Since my appointment I have instructed the people as to the 
best sanitary means to be used—visited nearly every portion of 
the county; examined the drinking water of different locali- 
ties, especially those that have heen considered unhealthy, 
given advice in regard to it, and used every means to pre- 
vent the.use of such water that was in my opinion in an un- 
healthy condition. 

I have examined our county jail and find it in a very healthy ' 
condition. During the last twelve months it has been free from 
all diseases with a single exception, and in that case malarial 
fever had heen contracted before the prisoner's incarceration. 

During the month of October, 1882, this county suffered from 
a severe form of malarial fever of a congestive type, which was 
easily controled when treated early by the free use of quinine. 

During November and December, the county was free from 
all malarial. affections; those diseases that did occur were affec- 
tions of the lungs of a catarrhal nature. 

In January, February and March, whooping-cough, compli- 
cated in many cases with bronchitis and bronchial pneumonia, 
prevailed, which in very many cases, among young infants, 
proved fatal. 
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During the month of April whooping-cough continued, often 
in connection with dysentery. 
~ May was one of the most healthy months that we have had 
during the year, no diseases prevailing but a few mild cases of 
diarrhoea and dysentery, which were very easily controled by 
the usual remedies. 

In June and July, there were no diseases of special interest; 
a few mild cases of intermittent and remittent fevers, which 
yielded very readily under the influence of quinine. 

The months of August and September were noted as the 
most sickly portions of the year; we had fevers of a typhoid 
and congestive nature, which yielded only after a prolonged 
use of large doses of quinine and supporting measures. 

During the same months, dysentery, of a very severe form,. 
broke out in different localities, which proved fatal in many 
cases where the constitution had been impaired by malarial 
affections, 


o 


HINDS COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. John H. Rhodes, Chief Health Officer. 


It affords me much pleasure to say, that the general health of 
the county is good. The amount of sickness has been less 
than of former years. I have visited most of. the prominent 
towns in the county, and have heard from each neighborhood, 
and the reports have been good. In the Dry Grove neighbor- 
hood, there occurred a case of small-pox early in the spring, 
but by isolation and vaccination the disease did not spread. 
I suppose from physician’s report, throughout the county, 
- there have been fifteen hundred vaccinations, and of this num- 
ber five hundred have been successful. I have been unable to 
ascertain the amount of virus furnished by you, as only one or 
two physicians reported on that subject at all. I fear that this 
important matter, of vaccination, has been neglected. I do 
not think it the fault of the physicians altogether. The peo- 
ple are too indifferent. Don’t you think our next Legislature 
ought to pass a law making this matter compulsory? "There is 
so little compensation -for the country practitioner, that he 
makes no exertion in this matter. I have examined very care- 
fully the condition of the Raymond jail. I find its sanitary 
condition poor. I reported it to the Board of Supervisors and: 
they will attend to it as soon as the weather permits. No- 
deaths have occurred up to date. The poor-house is in good 
condition; only one death during the year. I have twice visited 
Jackson to examine the jail, but could not obtain admittance 
on account of the absence of Mayor McGill. I shall visit. 
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Jackson again soon, and will attend to this if possible. In 
conclusion, I will say, that in the future, as in the past, I will 
endeavor to,hear from each neighborhood in the county, 
monthly, and use every effort possible to prevent the spread or 
generation of any disease. Physicians generally have been 
very kind, and responded promptly. 


HANCOCK COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. A. Mead, Chief Health Officer. 


I have the honqr to submit to your Board my report as 
Health Officer of Hancock county for the six months ending 
September 30, 1883: 

This county, extending from the Gulf region on the south 
into the pine region is intersected by numerous creeks and 
bayous. The swamps which line the banks are thought to be 
breeding places for malaria, and in truth, with the exception of 
localities immediately on the Gulf and in elevated places in the 
northern portion of the county, malarial diseases are more 
prevalent than any disease. The northern portion of the 
county is well supplied with good potable water from numerous 
springs. The supply of the villages and towns in the south- 
erg portion is not of the best quality, the people depeuding on 
rain water stored in cisterns, and during the drouth of July, 
August and September that supply was exhausted. Wells of 
a depth of from twenty to thirty feet furnish a brackish water, 
suitable only for culinary purposes. 

Bay St. Louis, the county seat, is the only incorporated 
town. It has a fine elevated situation, open to the Gulf on the 
Bay of St. Louis, and is a popular summer resort, with a per- 
manent population of about two thousand, increased during 
the summer months to about three. thousand | five hundred. 
The city is well drained and usually very healthy. The L. and 
N. R, R. affords easy access to New Orleans, from which city 
yellow fever is usually introduced during epidemic years. 

The county buildings, courthouse and jail are well ventila- 
ted. Among the twenty-two prisoners confined for various 
terms in the jail since May 1, there has not been a death nor 
a case of sickness. The sanitary affairs of the Bay are in 
charge of a local Board of Health. 

January, February and March were quite healthy months, 
with the exception that scarlatina of a mild type appearec in 
Pearlington and vicinity. I could not learn of a single fatal 
case. Rubeola was reported in the southern portion of the 
county. The disease was mild, fatal only in complicated cases. 
Small-pox was reported at Bay St. Louis early in April—two 
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cases, both colored men; one case proved fatal. Isolation was 
practiced with success by the local authorities. During May 
and June rubeola was reported in the southeastern portion of 
the county. Intermittent fevers were prevalent in the southern 
portion rear the creeks and bayous; ulso dysentery to a limited 
extent, the disease readily yielding to treatment. 


' July was hot and dry, with very slight showers. Malarial 
diseases on the inere&se; scarlatina reported at Bay St. Louis; 
also, rotheln. The reporter **stated that the disease (scarla. 
tina) was of a very mild type, but widespread, and was unat- 
tended with fatality, either from the disease or its sequel; 
that in the larger portion of the cases a physician was not 
called until the sequela attracted the attention of parents." 


The reports for August and September indicate an increase 
in fevers of an intermittent and a remittent type; also that the 
diseases were prevalent througliout the county, and were more 
obstinate as regards yielding to treatment. One death reported 
from hemorrhagie malarial fever; one in September from con- 
gestive malarial fever. Not a case of yellow fever nor a sus- 
picious case reported; not a ease of malarial hematuria. My 
experíence has been that the disease is very rarein this county. 
Typho-malarial fever (one case) reported during September; 
not a case of typhoid during the six months. 

In reporting the deaths for the six months, I am unable to 
give age, color or sex. 


CAUSFS OF DEATH. 


Phthisis ............ Cmte 3) General debility .......... 1 
COUM oor E areia vemos 1| Senile debility ..... ...... 1 
Chronic bronchitis........ 1| Remittent fever..... Seca 1 
Dropsy of Heart.......... 2| Hemorrhagic fever........ 1 
Chronic hepatitis.......... 2| Trisnus nascentium ....... 1 
Meningitis ............... L| Dropsy ooi cases ss 1 
Chronic diarrhea...... ... 1| Small pox.......... ce. 1 
Cholera infantum ........ 2| Malarial toxemia......... 1 
Erysipelas ........... .... L| Convulsions.............. 1 
Utmmla- 3 Cee Gaele mae coats 1| Congestive malarial....... 1 
Peritonitis ............... 2| Cancer of. face ......... os 
Homicide eo ned eins wets 2 


Total number of deaths, 29. Estimating the population at 
7000, which I think is correct, gives an annual death rate per 
thousand of 8.29, Í 


The only births reported are those cases attended by physi- 
cians. Have not received any report trom midwives, who attend 
the larger portion of cases in sparsely settled localities; also, 
cases among the colored people 1n the small towns and villages.. 
During the six months there were 
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Male children born, white... .............. ce ce ee 11 
Female children born, white ......... 0.0. 0... eee ewes 4—15 
Male children born, colored.......... EE deett TE 
Female children born, colored.................... ... d— 6 
Total births......0....... eae ee — uae 21 


This county, although sparsely settled, from its situation on 
the Gulf, close proximity to New Orleans, and its extensive and 
increasing lumber interests, second only to those of. Pascagoula, 
invites the attention of the State Board of Health. The west- 
ern boundary, Pearl River, affords sufficient depth of water to 
allow entrance to vessels trading with the West Indian, Mexi- 
can, Central and South American ports. 

Since May only four vesselsof that class from infected ports 
(yellow fever infected) have entered and loaded at the mills on 
Pearl River; four from infected ports have been loaded in the 
outside harbor. The trade with New Orleans gives employment 
to a large number of small vessels—at least twenty per week— 
entering the various rivers in the county. That city bas in 
the past been the usual source of yellow fever infection. I 
cannot learn of an instance of infection from the outside 
harbor. 


Quarantine affairs are in charge of a county Board of Health, 
organized under the laws of 1877, chapter 40. This year quar- 
antine commenced May 20th, and all vessels from infected 
ports were inspected and detained at Ship Island Station up to 
July lst by the Inspector of the National Board of Health, 
and since that date by the officer of the Marine Hospital Ser. 
vice. That the service has been effectual has been proven by 
tlie fact that no port in the county has been infected through 
the outside harbor since the establishment of the Ship Island 
Station. The service has been rendered without expense to 
the county. Should tlie national authorities abandon tlie Ship 
Island Station, will the State Board assist us? As our Coast is 
more exposed to yellow fever infection, both from abroad and 
at home, than any other portion of the State, I believe it is ad- 
visable for the State Board of Health to have charge of the 
Gulf Coast Quarantine. Ex 


Yours of 26th at hand. In reply, will state that the death of 
Dr. Latham and the removal from the county of Drs. Harrison 
aud Agee, will prevent my giving a complete report of the vac- 
cinations performed in the county in the spring of 1882. For 
myself, will report that I received from the Secretary of the 
State Board of Health, about 42 bovine points, with an average 
result of four points in seven successful in primary vaccina- 
tions. I kept a list of all vaccinations performed, without 
regard to the source of virus, using only bovine virus points, 
mostly those from Dr. Martin, of Boston. I think my success 
was due to the fact that I 1epeated the operation several times 
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using fresh virus each time. Have not received virus from the- 
State Board during the present year. 


Total number of vaccinations in 1882 ................. 139° 
Total number primary. ..... 2... cece eee cece cee enon 81 
Total number secondary ................- 0. cee ee eens 58% 
Total number successful .......... POLL DOLEE Ga E 106 


HOLMES COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. G. C. Phillips, Chief Health Officer.. 


The following Health Report of Holmes county, Miss., for- 
ihe year ending September 30th, 1883, is respectfully sub- . 
mitted : 

The months of October and November, 1882, unusually - 
healthy. Some few cases of malarial hematuria in the river 
district. 

On November 25th, 1882, two cases of small.pox were re- 
ported on F. A. Wyatt’s place on Tchula Lake, supposed tox 
have been contracted from a trading boat. from up the Talla- - 
hatchie river, The Board of Supervisors was at once notified: 
and requested to have the place quarantined, and a physician 
employed to attend.the sick and enforce sanitary rules. On 
November 27th, cases were reported on the Linchfield and 
Shotwell plantations, near Wyatt’s. The Board of Supervisors. 
promptly met and at once granted every request made by the 
health officer upon them. Six guards were employed to quar- 
antine the three places, and Dr. J. D. Dabney’ employed to- 
attend the sick and enforce the quarantine. The Secretary of 
the State, Board of Health was also immediately informed of^ 
the appearance of the pest. On December Sth, Dr. €. A.. 
Rice was sent by the State Board of Health as Inspector, to 
take charge of the infected district: To him, the county 
guards, then on duty, were turned over. The County Health - 
Officer retained Dr. Dabnev to attend the sick. A general vac- 
cination of the people was at once entered upon. There was 
great trouble in getting virus to take. November 28th, I re-. 
ceived one hundred and fifty points of virus from the State 
Board of Health, Not one of this lot proved good. 

December 5th, received from State Board of Health sixty: 
points; some of these proved good; most of them were used. 
by Drs. Rice and Dubney, being followed bv characteristic pus- 
tules. Vaccinations were repeated from these pustules. Æt- 
the same time I received forty quill points from Memphis, 
ordered by the Board of Supervisors. Many of these took at 
the same time and the record became mixed. On December- 


10 
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9th I received two hundred points from the State Board of 
Health, which I distributed to physicians and planters in dit- 
ferent parts of the county with the request that they keep a 
record of the number of cases vaccinated and the result. All 
“failed to report. Dr. Dabney reports about two hundred. 
.Manvy of these were re-vaecinations. He is unable to tell how 
"many toot. Several had small-pox with a well developed 
~vaccine pustule upon their arms. These cases were confined 
un the houses with the small-pox. Out of the points received 
zDecember 5th and 9th, I vaccinated eighty-five persons, black 
:and white. Of these, twenty children who had never been 
~vaccinated, took; some first vaccinations failed after two and 
“three trials; most of the subjects were re-vaccinations and but 
few took. It is impossible for me to give the number of vac- 
cinations in the county and the result, as requested by the Sec- 
retary of the State Board of Health, as the physicians failed 
&o keep any record and any estimate would be guess work. 

On the three plantations, viz: Wyatt/s, Linchfield and Shot- 
"veil, there were in a!l, from November 25th, 1882, to February 
16th, 1883, when the disease was declared at an end, thirty- 
"two cases of small-pox, with two deaths—all negroes—not a 
‘single case among the whites in the county. By ‘the vigilance 
‘of Drs. Dabney and Rice the disease was confined to the three 
places where it first appeared, and entirely stamped out by Feb- 
ruary 16th, 1883. 


The spring months were very healthy all over the county. 
In June dysentery prevailed about Lexington and in the south- 
western portion of the county—no local cause could be noticed. 
July, August and September—an unusual amount of malarial 
fever in ihe hill districts and the valley at the foot of the Yazoo 
chills. Scarcely any sickness on the river and the swamp 
;proper. 

September 18th, a caseof diphtheria appeared in the person 
sof a negro child, aged six years, in the town of Lexington. 
‘On the 2uth. another case in the same family and two cases in 
<a white family some distance off in the same part of the town, 
Dut between whom there had been no communication. To 
this time, September 30th, there have been eight cases in five 
families; one death—the first case taken. It appears to be 
atmospheric, as children take it :n different parts of the town, 
and who have had no connection with the infected. It is mild 
.and yields promptly to treatment—confining the child to bed 
about eight days; fever two or three days. The case that 
„died had uo treatment until the day before death. But little 
Aneasiness is now felt about it. The town is clean. with the 
exception of dust, and exceedingly dry. In compliance with 
the circular letter issued by the State Board of Health June 7, 
1883, I published a call in the county papers requesting the 1 
municipal boards of the incorporated towns of the county to 
organize Boards of Health; to have their towns policed and 
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: placed in a thorough sanitary condition, and inform me of 
their action. No notice was taken of the call, at least none 
reported. The people will have to have an epidemic upon them 
before tney will take any steps to prevent it. : 

During the year the county jail has been remodeled with 
special regard to safety, comfort and hygiene. No sickness 
among the prisoners. | 

The he alth of the county, with the exception of small-pox, 
will compare favorably with the past two years. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. N. L. Guice, Chief Health Officer. 


` During the fall and winter (last) there was a fraction less of 
sickness in this county than for the same period of the pre- 
ceding year, notwithstanding the prevalence in some sections 
of whooping cough and measles. The mortality was also small. 

There was a notable falling off in the number of eases of 
pneumonia during the winter and spring months, There was 
no evident reason for this difference, and hence no explanation 
necd be attempted. 

In the month of February, I received notice of the supposed 
existence of a case of small-pox in a rural settlement. The 
matter was speedily investigated, and resulted in the discovery 
of the fact that no small-pox existed. 

In November, 1882, and in Angust, 1883, I inspected the 
county jail and poor- house, these being the only public build- 
ings which call for frequent inspection. I had previously in- 
spected some of the public school-houses, and found all of them 
improperly constructed in several respects. In thé present 
financial state of the county, these buildings will remain un- 
changed. 

About the first of July, malarial fevers became very preva- 
lent throughout the county, and have continued to prevail 
unremittingly up to this date (October 1)  Malarial fevers 
have not been so prevalent for several years as during the 
period specified. The type of fever has not been unusually 
severe, nor ‘uncommonly fatal. In truth, comparatively few 
deaths have occurred from fever. The deaths occurring from 
this cause were, as usual, the result of neglect of timely or 
proper treatment in nearly all cases. 

In this eounty, I trace the unusual prevalence of malaria, 
first, tothe protracted and excessive rains in the early spring; 
and second, to the protracted drouth immédiately following the 
rains. 

I know of no cases of contagious disease in the county for 
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the past twelve months, other than small- -pox, measles and 
whooping cough. The last mentioned disease has been most 
prevalent. I have heard rumors ot cases of typhoid fever, but 
doubt the truth of the same. 

The physicians of this county do not report to me their cases 
of contagious and infectious disease, and hence it is impossible 
that I should be fully posted. ‘This negligence on the part of 
the physicians is due to carelessness or thoughtlessness, and 
not to any desire or disposition to- evade or violate the provi- 
sions of law. 

On September 16th, I received notice from a planter of the 
adjoining county of Adams, of the probable existence of a case 
of small-pox on the extreme southern border of this county. 
The designated -house was visited by me on the 18th, and a 
severe case of small pox found in a negro family; but tlie house 
was situated in Adams, and not in Jefferson county. Having 
only a lot of old vaccine virus on hand, I, with this, vaccinated 
the inmates of this honse, together with a dozen other danger- : 
ously exposed negroes, but with no success—as the’ result 
proved. 

On the same day (September 18th). I notified you of this 
outbreak of small-pox, and asked for a supply of virus to use 
in my country, several citizens of the same having been exposed" 
‘to the disease, aud in response to this request I "received from 
you 80 points of bovine virus on the 23d of the same month. 

Pending the interval between the 18th and 22d of September, 
one case of small- -pox appeared in a negro family in this county, 
in the immediate vicinity of the infected locality of Adams. . 
This case oecurred in a negro man who had assisted in burying | 
a subject dead of small-pox. 

On September 23d (being now armed with the e above 
mentioned), I visited this case of small-pox and vaccinated the 
wife of the patient, she being the only other person in the said 
house. “Measures were adopted to prevent the spread of the 
disease from this (infected) house, and on the same date (Sep- 
tember 234) 120 persons, all living in the vicinity of the infected 
locality. were vaccinated. These people were brought together - 
by appointinent made prior to this date. . 

A second appointment was :nade for September 30th, and on 
this day 143 others were vaccinated from vesicles resulting 
from vaccination performed on 28d. - 

'Thus, from the 80 points of virus received from the State 
Board of Health on September 2241, 263 vaccinations were per- 
formed by the 30th of the same month. Fully 90 per cent. of , 
these vaccinations were primary, and 98 per cent. of the vacci- - 
nated persons were negroes. 


Owing to the number of vaecinations performed in this local- 
ity, and to other measures adopted against the spread of the 
disease, no more trouble is apprehended. s 


While o1 the subject of this outbreak of small pox, I will say 
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to the credit of the Board of Supervisors of this county, that in 
response: to my application to them for means to prevent the 
spread of the disease, they promptly armed me with every facil- 
ity at their command. 

My inspections of the county jail the past year have uni- 
formly resulted in finding the same in good sanitary condition. 
As stated by me in a former report, this prison, prior to 1881 
or 1882, had been in a wretched sanitary condition. It had 
been constructed alone with the view to security and with no 
consideration for the comfort or health of its occupants. 
Special reports were made by me—in my official capacity—to 
the Board of Supervisors, which resulted in their having the 
prison re-modeled, and it is now as comtortable and healthful 
as any prison in the State. "There is very little sickness among 
the inmates, and no deaths have occurred in the same. 

The poorhouse of this county is not in a good sanitary con- 
dition. The poor of the county comprise: Ist. Old and in- 
firm negroes and whites—the former largely predominating; 
2d. Adult persons afflicted with chronie (generally incurable) 
disease; 3d. Individuals suffering with acute (generally cur- 
able) disease. The different classes are represented in the 

*order mentioned—the latter class comprising a small portion 
of the representation, 

The poor are kept in small box houses with very thin walls 
—such as could not be comfortable in cold weather. These 
houses are supplied with single bedsteads—the latter not hav- 
ing comfortable mattresses or bedding. Rations of meat 
(pork) and meal are issued weekly to each pauper, excepting 
the sick, who are fed from the tableof the keeper of the insti- 
tution. The paupers are supplied with a very limited amount 
of clothing—not enough to make them comfortable in winter. 
As a rule they have no facilities for bathing, and are generally 
in a dirty and disgusting condition. The death rate is very 
heavy. i . 

In order to remedy this condition of the paupers of this 
county, the present method of “farming” them out to the low- 
est bidder must be abandoned. The poorhouse is now let to 
the ‘‘lowest and best” bidder, upon “sealed proposals” made to 
the Board of Supervisors. Under this system the paupers are 
kept by contract for a stipulated price per month, the price 
being so low as to render it impossible for the contractor to 
furnish them the commonest comforts, So far as I know the 
contractor performs his duty under the agreement by which he 
is governed. f 

All classes of citizens of this county appreciate the advanta- 
ges accruing to them from the health organization of the 
State. They look with confidence to this branch of the State 
Service for protection and assistance in all cases of an out- 
break of contagious or infectious disease, or of theatened dan- 
ger from outside sources. In truth, they now regularly appeal 
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to this service in all instahces of unusual prevalence or alarm? 
ing severity of disease, or for advice and protection in al 
matters affecting the public health. All classes of citizens 
render assistance and hearty co-operation in all my official 
dealings with them. This appreciation, however, does not ex- 
tend to the Board of Supervisors, whose privilege and daty it 
is to fix the salary of the health officer. This salary has, in 
this county, been reduced so low as to destroy even the sem- 
blance of compensation. As an apology, however, for this 
official act, they have given a verbal promise to allow extra. 
compensation for such active service as may be performed zn . 
the field against outbreaks of yellow fever, small-pox, etc. 

It is evidently unjust to the State, and. to the people, that 
this valuable service should thus be erippled. Such service 
can not be rightly and efficiently performed without due com- | 
pensation, demanding as it does the expenditure on the part of 
the health officer of time which would, if expended in his reg- 
ular professional business, add considerably to his annual 
income. Sec. 12 of the **Aet to amend the statutes in regard 
to Boards of Health," approved March 4th, 1880, should be 
so amended as to secure adequate compensation to all “Chief 
Health Officers” of the different counties in the State.: ` 

The law enacted by the last Legislature to regulate the prac- 
tice of medicine has worked much good in this county, as it 
has, doubtless, in all sections of the State. The prospective 
benefits to accrue from this important statute will be of vast 
service to the people. A more important and useful measure 
has not been inaugurated by the State for many years; but 
while it is true that this statute as it now stands, is vastly ben- 
eficial to the people, yet it is equally true that a provision re- 
quiring all practicing physicians to be examined as to their 
qualifications by a competent board of medical examiners, (and 
licensed by said board, if competent,) would add incalculably 
to the utility of this Statute. 


KEMPER COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. W. H. Lipscomb, Chief Health Officer. 


I herewitn enclose report (approximate) of number of vac- 
vaccinations in this county for the years of 1882 and 1883. 

No epidemics have invaded the county, and the freedom 
from diseases of a malignant type, has been more marked than 
fo: a long series of years. T. 

Typuo-malarial fever, (mild in form,) has prevailed to some 
extent, and the ordinary remittent and intermittent fevers, 
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peculiar to some sections of the county, were present in their- 
anticipated season. 


Measures were taken to secure proper drainage in the village 
of Scooba, and on application, the authorities of the M. & Ô. 
Rail Road, constructed a levee and cut such ditches as were 
necessary to perfect a thorough drainage of the depot grounds. 


I have made a critical examination of the jail and court— 
house, and find that in the formér no measures have been taken 
to prevent contagiou or infection. There are no sinks, or com- 
modes, prepared for the reception of fecal or urinary deposits, 
and frequently the vessel or urinal containing fecal excrement 
and urine remain in the cell of the prisoner long enough to- 
produce unpleasant, not to say dangerous effects. When a 
number of prisoners are confined in the jail, the officer in 
charge is unduly taxed to keep the cells free from the exuviae 
of the excrements of the inmates. No provision is made for 
such attendance, and no doubt, under the circumstances, all is- 
done for the comfort of the prisoner possible. 


The death rate in the county has been light, and a better- 
observance of the laws of hvgiene would no doubt reduce- 
this rate. The faulty constructior. of houses, the approxima-- 
tion of cisterns and sipe wells to privies, stables, and refuse- 
heaps, no doubt frequently cause a large proportion of those- 
tvphus and typhoid conditions observed in our fevers during 
the fail and early winter months. The reason is obvious; the- 
water is reduced in quantity and still is impregnated with all 
the deposits from the sources of drainage. 


The death rate is proportionally much larger among the 
blacks than among the whites. It is unnecessary to give the: 
reasons here of this disparity. 


For several years past venereal diseases have prevailed and? 
are onthe increase, notably in much larger proportion among- 
the black than the white population. This is aceounted for in 
that they are of a roving disposition and constantly going -to 
and coming from the centres of population. The remedy, if 
there 1s one, is not at present in the hands of the profession. 


Very little if any regard is oLserved by the profession as to- 
aiding the Health Officer in the discharge of his duties. A. 
direct appeal meets with an indifferent response, if any, and 
his attention is never called to any views entertained as to- 
hygienic measures, 


Below find approproximate number of vaccinations made in. 
Kemper county, for years 1882 and 1883 : Y 
Number of vaccinations, 652. In my owm case were vacci- 
nated, 228; re-vaccinated, 24; of the vaccinated in my prae- 
tice, all took except 5, revaccinated, 19; making a total of 228. 


i 
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LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 
-Report of Dr. J. T. Chandler, Chief Health Officer. 


As Health Officer of this county, I am unable to make a cor- 
"rect report for the county, as we have no organized system with 
“our country physicians to enable me to o tain facts. Since 
i September 30th, 1882, we have had in town and in tbe country 
around, about the usual amount of sickness. In April we had 
^five or six cases of typhoid fever, with one death ; and we have 
‘had eight or ten cases during the last three months, but all 
-have been of a mild form, lasting from three to four weeks. 
We had five or six cases of measles in town, with one death, 
-a very feeble old man, and had some in different parts of the 
county, but I heard of no deaths. We are at this time having 
-some malarial fevers in town and in the country, such as we 
"usually have at this season of the year. The sanitary condi- 
4ion of Oxford is very good, also the county jail. The sanitary 
“condition of the county is good as far as heard from. 

- In reply to yours of 26th September, I will state that it is 
impossible for me to give the exact number of vaccinations 
"made with the virus obtained from you or what per cent. was 
«successful; from the fact, I divided it out among all of the 
‘physicians in the county, and they did not keep any record. 
There were about five hundred vaccinated in my office, but we 
had bought virus from different places, and all was used to- 
-gether and no record of the number kept that was vaccinated 
with virus received from you. More than half of those vacci- 
nated had scars on their arms, some of them lived in town, 
others in the country; and a great many oti them, I never saw 
nor heard from them afterwards. We had a good deal of 
trouble in getting the bovine virus propagated,but after, getting 
some humanized virus, we had no trouble—-nearly every subject 
-who had no scat would take the first vaccination, and some who 
had scars that were made when they were small. Physicians 
in the country tell me that they had better success with hu- 
Amanized than they did with the bovine virus. 


am Angst ne t 


LAWRENCE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. A. Rowan, Chief Health Officer, 


— 


AL respectfully submit this, my report as Health Officer, for 
‘the year ending September 30. During the months of Octo- 
ber, November and December we had for the season a great deal 
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of fevers throughout our county, of malarial and typhoid 
character, and from the latter several deaths which I think oc- 
curred mainly for want of proper medical aid. We also had 
during those three months. more puerperal fever than I have 
ever knowa in this section before. In some neigborhoods 
hardly a single parturient woman would escape. During the 
months of January, February and March considerable pneu- 
monia prevailed in our county, but not so much as usual and 
less fatal. Since March we have had more or less fever all the 
time, and for the past two or three months there has been a 
great deal of intermitting and remitting fever to encounter 
and more or less congestion in everv case, but most of the 
cases have yielded readily to the usual treatinent and but few 
deaths have occurred. We have had no contagious disease to 
contend with exvept whooping-cough and a few cases of 
measles, with but a few deaths from the former and none from 
the latter. Ibelieve I have stated everything that will prob- 
ably be of interest. Iam,glad to note one thing in our peo- 
ple—they are giving more attention to sanitary precautions 
than ever before. We have had fewer deaths in our county 
during the past year than for several years, and [ am satisfied _ 
it i^ mainly due to this fact. Even the negroes are much 
neater and cleaner about their premises than ever before. 

Should my report not give you all the desired information in 
regard to our county, please notify me and I will give such in- 
formation as you desire. 


— — MÀ 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. E. J. Bowen, Chief Health Officer. 


a 


' [n making my report as Health Officer of Lincoln county, I 
will state that there is but one incorporated town in the county 
—that is Brookhaven. 

The authorities of this town are- very ready to organize a 

health board in time of threatened epidemics, but generally the 
health is so good that such a board can hardly be kept organ- 
ized. 
There has not been much for me to do as a public health offi- 
cer. During the year my attention was called to one case 
of small-pox,which I visited, ordered the proper isolatoin and 
nursing and there was no spread of the disease. During the 
late fall months and early winter there were a few cases of scar- 
let fever of so mild a type as to cause a doubt in the diagnosis. 
Hence there was no report of them at the time. 

Bilious remittent and intermittent fevers amount to more 
than eighty per cent. of all the diseases of the county. The 
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(so-called) malarial fever, at the date of this writing, is pre- 
vailing extensivelv throughout the county, and, as compared 
with former years, the number of eases is more than double 
that of any year since 1877. To make suggestions for sani- 
tary reiorm is a task [ rather shrink from at the present time. 
In my private practice I am always suggesting to my country 
patrons to locate their dwellings on the highest ground; not to 
drink sipe water, to avoid night exvosure and chilly dress. 

Our county jail is vacant most of the time. Lincoln county 
has not paid one hundred dollars in ten vears for professional 
services to prisoners, and that mostly for cises of surgery. 
The poorhouse is inhabited mostly by superannuated persons 
or mental imbeciles. Itis in a healtny locality and no preva- 
lence of any particular disease noticed. 


LEFLORE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. M. G. Davis, Chief Health Officer. 


In accordance with your request for the number of vaccina- 
tions in our county, I can report you about one thousand and 
fifty vaccinated. Or this number, as near as I can gather, we 
were successful in about three hundred cases. 

A considerable amount of this virus was purchased directly 
froin the vaecine farms, and gave somewliat better success than 
that sent out from your office. 

Of this number about two hundred and fifty points sent me 
by yourself, there were probably five hundred persons vacci- 
nated. Only about one hundred applications proving successful. 
During the year 1882, a great many failures were probably due 
to an attempt to vaccinate two persons with one point, the phy- 
sicians, at that time, not knowing so well how to use the ivory 
points. There were one hundred and fifty or two hundred 
persuns vaccinated by Drs. Hyer and Trimble near the line of 
this and Tallahatchie counties, most of the virus being sent 
from your office. I have no report from them, and their cases 
are not included in the above report The report. from all the 
physicians in my county is such, that I am convinced the 
ivory points allow the virus to deteriorate very rapidly, and when 
applied, unless used very soon after they are prepared, almost 
invariably result in failures. In making the health report for 
the year ending October 1st. after referring to my memoran? um, 
I findjthere has deen little change in the form and character of 
diseases of previous vears No unusual amount of cases of 
anv one disease has prevailed. 

The trouble from malarial fever, 'pneumonia, pertussis, dys- 
entery, and hcemorrhagic fever has been rather less than 
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that of previous yeers, with quite a considerable diminution in 
hemorrhagic form of malarial fever. Not more than ten or 
twelve cases having appeared during the year. 

The health of the county at present is unusually good. The 
sanitary condition of our town, also that of the county jail, is 
very fair. 


LEE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. R. C. Cunningham, Chief Health Officer. 


I have the honor of submitting to you my annual report, as 
follows: Owing to the unusual healthfulness of my county 
during the past year, my duties have been verv light, and my 
labors small. The people have enjoyed almost complete ex- 
emption from any epidemic or contagious diseases except those 
mentioned in my report in July last. 

The sanitary condition of the county could not he better 
than it is and has been the past year. The people generally 
yield a ready and cheerful obedience to the requirements of the 
health laws of the State, and the orders of the State Board of 
Health. Any further instructions from your office will be 
promptly complied with, and any duties required cheerfully 
performed. 

In response to your inquiry as to the number of vaccinations 
performed in this county in the years 1881 and 1882. I will 
state that I find it impossible to ascertain the exact number 
upon diligent inquiry of the physicians of my county. I think 
not less than 3000 primary vaccinations were performed with 
the viras you sent me, and its products. Of this number 
ahout two-thirds were successful, a great many secondary vac- 
cinations were made, but tew with any result. 


LOWNDES. COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. B. A. Vaughan, Chief Health Officer. 


In compliance with law, I herewith transmit this my annual 
report as Chief Health Officer ror the county of Lowndes. 
Since my last annual report my official acts as Health Officer 
for this county, have been but few. I had to report to you in 
May and June last, two cases of small-pox, the particulars of 
. which were then reported, and are in the files .of your office. 
Forced isolation was enforced Ly the city authorities, and all 
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exposed persons vaccinated. No other cases occurred. Soon 
after making my last annual report, the city authorities of 
Columbus, (the principal town in Lowndes county) officially 
promulgated, what I considered a dangerous declaration, as to 
the condition of sanitation, of said town, and which I feared, 
would greatly endanger any subsequent acts of sanitation 
sought for, if left unchallenged. I therefore officially ad- 
dressed the people of Columbus an open letter on that subject, 
using the newspapers of the city as medium of address. This 
action of the city officials, together with my address to the 
people, I beg to make a part of this report, as follows : 


CIRCULAR LETTER UPON SANITATION. 


To the People of Columbus, Miss.--That you may live long, 
and in the enjoyment of health, motives me to labor for you to 
a reasonable sanitation in your city. To be silent after the 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen officially publish argument to 
justify, or excuse themselves, for not giving you such sanita- 
tion, might be construed as abandoning you to disease and 
death. Such construction would place your Health authorities 
ina false light; for they have labored for years to secure 
needed sanitation ; and this summer, memorialized the Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen on the subject of ‘‘cess-pools and 
privy vaults;" declaring them to be “unsanitary,” aud **im- 
possible to be made sanitary;” “recommend they be emptied, 
disinfected, and their use discontinued." . 

It was because the Board of Mayor and Aldermen ignored 
the Board of Health’s recommendations, that I went before 
them at their last meeting; I stated I was there because His 
Honor, the Mayor, in his late message to the Board, had said 
the city as to sanitation had accomp.ished all that was desirable; 
that I disagreed with His Honor; that the ordinances lately 
adopted did not properly deal with the “cess pools and privy 
vaults;" that emanations from them in the air and water, was 
chargeable with 90 per cent. of the diseases and deaths, from 
preventable causes, that the city in the past year had been 
afflieted with; that nine citizens had dicd this year from pre- 
ventable-diseases; and if young Hardy and Cooper who died 
out of the corporate limits, be included, eleven have died; 
that the cost to the people of these families for loss of time, 
. nursing, medical supplies, physician's bills and burial expenses, 
would be at least $200 each—making a total of $2.200; that we 
had had this year 180 cases of sickness from diseases, prevent- 
able, measles not included; that they cost to some of the citi- 
. zens, for loss of time, nursing, doetor's bill, and medicines ; 
at least $50 each—ageregating $9,000. That this disease and 
death should and could have been saved, by proper sanitation, 
I cited the fact, that no springs were seen on the East bank of 
the Tombigbee river, from the mouth of Luxapalila up to op- 
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posite Miller's Mill; that on the contrary, the West bank of 
ihe Luxapalila furnished springs every few hundred yards; 

clearly showing that the drainage of the city was East and not 

West to the river; that about 114 tons of human excrement, 

was about the daily average waste of the city, to say ncthing 

of the kitehen and animal waste; that they had not provided: 
for its disposal, but lett it to chance, to the great detriment of 
health and life. 

I now say, tie people in the business centre of the city have - 
no right to poison themselves, and especially should they be 
prevented from poisoning all those citizens who live East 
of Caledonia and South of Washington streets; that the ema- 
nations from .these.cess-pools:and vaults do afflict in more or 
less degree the people who live in this, nearly three-fourths of ° 
the city, there is no reasonable doubt in an informed mind. 

Now, iny fellow-citizens, what do you suppose is the esti- 
mated cost of this sanitation, which would probably save al1.. 
this disease, suffering and death? About $400 I answer. And 
yet the Mayor and Adermen said on the 8th of November they 
had done “all that was necessary in the exigences of the case - 
from an economical and healthy stand point.” , From this you 
might think the health department of your city government 
was an expensive one to you; yet I am unable to call to mind , 
an expenditure for sanitary purposes that amounts to more than . 
the purchase of a few pounds of copperas; and for a pest- house * 
and quarantine, the city has only paid in the years past a few 
hundred dollars. 

This year, disease and deaths, which should be prevented, : 
have cost some of your people almost, if not quite as much, 
as the whole city government costs; besides young people like : 
Hardy and Cooper should have lived and had to the State a 
productive value for 40 years yet;. which estimate at their phy- - 
sical value only, $150 a year; and your city has lost this year, 
from death by preventable diseases, the economic value of 
$68,060. 

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen to the contrary, I say to 
you that these preventable diseases do now afflict your city. - 
Ask your family physician if he is now treating typhoid and 
malarial fevers; consumption and diseases of the throat ? and 
mark his reply. 

Since the Board of Aldermen have seen fit to relegate sani- 
tation to their successors, I appeal to you to see to it, that you 
are spared in the future from the dangers of disease and death 
which sanitation will secure you from by choosing Aldermen 
who will give intelligent attention to matters concerning your 
health, and who will remember that enlightened public senti- ` 
ment will hold them responsible for such calamities as may 
overtake you in this direction, as does the law. If they neglect 
your culverts, pavements, bridges, ete., and yourself, or your 
property is injured thereby, and gives you substantial damages 
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against the city, because of such neglect, civilization entitles 
you to such protection ; and civilization I feel coufident will 
sustain me in baving demanded it of you. 

Memphis, guided by asad experience, abolished her struc- 
tures, and on September last her death roll was 45 per cent. 
less than on previous Septembers. 

The city of Indianapolis two vears ago legally abolished 
some 3000 vaults and sinks. as well as the sipe wells within 
fifty feet of each of them; and she now shows 60 per cent. less. 
in her death roli. 

Two years ago, Columbus had three deaths from preventable 
diseases—this year eleven; without removal of the cause, and 
in my judgment, you will find the roll increased to twenty or 
twenty-five. 


November-7th, 1882. —Dr. B. A. Vaughan, President of City 
Board of Health, appeared before the Board and àdvocated a 
more thorough system of sanitation than that now adopted by 
the city; this Board, in view of the fact that, on the 15th day 
of August, 1882, the Board of Health submitted to them cer- 
tain rules, "regulations and suggestions covering the views of 
said Health Board as being all that was necessary for the pres- 
ervation of the health of tlie city; and said rules, regulations 
and suggestions having been referred to a committee, they re- 
ported an ordinance which was adopted on the 25th day of Au- 
gust, 1882, and which expressed the sense of this body in effect, 
that said ordinance together with other ordinances already in 
force, was all that was necessary to meet the exigences of the 
case from an economical and healthful standpoint; this, though 
said ordinance. embraced in a small degree only, the recom- 
mendations of the Board of Health aforesaid; and from the 
further fact, that the term of office of the present incumbent 
will expire within thirty days, and much work having to be | 
done in arranging the affairs of this Board in order to beturned 
over to thelr successors in office, it deems it best not to legislate 
‘at this time on the subject of sanitation, especially, as there are 
no diseases of a virulent type, uncommon to our section, now 
afflicting the city. 


I regret to report that my official address has so far been 
fruitless, so far as the city Board of Mayor and Aldermen's 
actions evidence—-the sanitation measures therein named are 
still greatly needed; but while the city offieials have unheeded 
my voice as to sanitary efforts in the direction named, the cit- 
izens have given patent evidence of appreciation, by building 
at their own expense, sewers that receive, and conduct to the 
river, the waste of a large area, and from a most valuable busi- 
ness and resident part of the city. This sewerage is con- 
strueted of glazed earthen pipes, of twelve inch calibre, and is 
about 1600 feet in length, emptying into the Tombigbee river 
below low water line Since the completion of this structure, 
other private citizens have procured pipe, and are preparing to 
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have them laid. While I recognize these movements, as a rec- 
ognition of the great necessity to be rid of the cess-pool and : 
privy vault, yet I have givcn no official encouragement to the 
substitution of sewers for them, ina place covering such an 
area as Columbus does, and of course would be attended with 
great. expenditure of money, if made general. My official 
recommendations have been in the direction of eremation, or 
shaliow burial in a dry, and sun-exposed place. Health to a 
fair degree has blessed the people of this county, until the last 
two or three.weeks; fevers of malarial and typhous character 
now prevail; the drouth prevailing since June, making drink- 
ing water scarce in many sections, causing serious distress to 
man and beast, and I think a factor in fever production. 

In compliance with your request, I have the honor to report 
that with virus furnished from your office, there were vaccina- 
ted in Lowndes county from the same five thousand three hun- 
dred and eighty, as reported by the distributors. Of these, 80 
per cent. were successful, not “all, however, giving strictly ty- 
pyical resuits. This per centage ‘prevailed, in first, as well as 
subsequent vaccinations. It may be of interest also to add, 
thatthe virus from the different farms gave about the same. 
results. 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. A. M. West, Chief Health Officer. 


In the preparation of this, my report for the year ending 
September 30, 1883, I am necessarily short in detail and sta- 
tistics on account of a lack of interest and co-operation on the 
part of the profession in the county in their failure to reply to 
postals and to report ' anything important, especially such 
things as are pertinent to sanjtation and contributory to the 
faithful and efficient execution of health laws. 

However, by miscellaneous questioning and comparatively 
extended observations, I can epitomize the general condition 
and thereby give it shape for the skillful operations of the 
sanitarian. 

In the performance of duties, I have kept in view the leading 
principles and benevolent objects which prompted the enactment 
of our health laws; and I have strictly obeyed, to the best of 
my ability, the laws, rules, regulations and suggestions 
adopted and recommended by, and emanating from, our 
honorable and efficient State Board of Health. 

It is evident that, in this part of the State at least, the good 
effects and wholesome influence of practical sanitary laws, as 
administered by your Board and its appointees, are “taking 
hold" of the masses and gradually educating them up to the 
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desired standard of sanitary excellence and an enlightened 
health reform. . 

There seems to be now no disposition on the part of any 
part of our people to decry or contemptuously oppose, as- an 
innovation, any of the health laws enacted by the Legislature 
or any of the rules and regulations adopted by your Board. 
On the contrary, they are more and more inclined to yield a 
patriotic obedience and earnestly invoke the benign and legal 
protection so wisely offered and which so evidently enhances 
and efficiently conserves their material and social welfare. I 
know that I speak the sentiment of the people of this county 
when I declare their grateful appreciation of the noble efforts 
and zealous interest manifested aud exercised by our worthy. 
and efficient Secretary of the State Board of Health, not only 
in their behalf, but for the benefit of the entire State, in the 
faithful discharge of duties which, to him, seem to be stamped 
with a fiat of sacred obligation. : 

I do not know that I can, with reason, suggest any change 
of, or amendment to, your existing laws and regulations. I 
would, however, respectfully submit that it would be well for 
your honorable Board to consider, at your next meeting, the 
regulation as to hog pens and so amen said regulation or rule : 
as to make more explicit'the duty of health officers 1n its 
proper enforcement. 

The copotate authorities of Holly Springs enacted a law 
during last spring compelling the withdrawal of all hogs from 
the streets and public grounds within the corporation. This 
forced our people to erect hog pens, none of which, on investi- 
gation, were in compliance with~the health regulation I 
therefore published the law atfecting hog pens and announced 
my intention to declare as nuisances all hog peus that did not 
comply with said rule. The result was that the. hogs were 
turned loose again, but not without a great deal of objection 
being manifested and expressed as to the wording of the rule. 

Dr. Dancy, the president of your Board, knows all the 
circumstances, and I respectfully refer the whole subject to 
him for future explanation and suggestions. 

I wrote to the different postoflices in this county requesting 
information as to who were the corporate officers, if any, the 
establishment. of health boards, ete., but am sorry to report : 
rot a single answer. I made one or, two publications in our 
papers, but without avail. I am pursuing a plan now, however, 
which, I think, will soon place me in possession of the desired 
information and will forward immediately to your address. 

"The vaccine material furnished me through your office was 
all promptly distributed—some to physicians and others to 
heads of families and plantations. I received from the distrib- 
utees very few reports in detail and ean therefore only general. 
ize as to results. The **products" were by no means favorable: 
either in Holly Sprivgs or the country, through physicians or 
others. The general result, summarized upon the best infor- 
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mation and investigation was about 3 or 4 ‘‘takes” out of 
every 10 vaccinations. The mode of insertion, as ascertained 
from the different parties, was variously practiced, including 
all the approved methods, and no greater efficiency could be- 
ascribed'to the one more than another. I distributed them 
immediately upon their reception and used some of the same 
myself the very dav of their arrival. With the virus used by 
me from your office I vaecinated 54 subjects and there were- 
only 19 “takes.” 

Our county during the past year has been the victim of but. 
one epidemic, viz., malarial dysentery. I cannot, at this writing, 
report the disease as it should be, including its history, its: 
boundaries, its mortality, ete., as I have not yet suceeded in. 
getting the statistics and data necessary, but will furnish the- 
same in a few weeks. 

As before stated, the physicians throughout the county do- 
not and will not make me any reports as to the health, diseases- 
and sanitary requirements of their several localities, and it is 
impossible, therefore, for me to tabulate anything like an exact 
statistical report, hence must, ex necessitate, generalize and 
approximate. 

As to the diseases which have prevailed in this county 
during the year just closed, save the epidemic hereinbefore- 
referred to, may be mentioned those usual in this latitude and 
section, with no more than ordinary mortality, Under the 
class zymotic, we have had diarrhoea, dysentery-malarial,.typho- 
malarial, typhoid, and malarial hematuric, fevers. Some few 
cases of scarlet fever during the months of February and 
March, none of which were fatal. There were nine cases, alb 
told, in Holly Springs, in three different fainilies. Isolation, 
. eleanliness and disinfection were rigidly enforced and we have- 
reason to believe were the means of pieventing probably an- 
epidemic. One case of malarial hematuria, just now recover 
ing, in the town of Holly Springs in the writer's own practice: 
—the first case I have heard of in this town since my residence- 
here; Dr. Daucy says the first one he ever heard of in Holy- 
Springs. Seven cases were reported to me from the neigborhoods 
of Waterford, in this county, five of whom died. 

From all reports, at present writing, our county is quite: 
healthy and in good sanitary condition. 

I suppose free vaccination will again be in order this winter.. 
If so, T hope that our virus will give better “products” andi 
our work thereby more effectual for'good. 


MONROE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. M. Greene, Chief Health Officer. , 


In submitting a sanitary report for the year ending Septem.. 
11 
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ber 30th, 1883, it is gratifying to record that no semblance of 
epidemic, save a general prevalence of catarrh during the 
winter and early spring, has visited this county. This ¢atarrh 
was of unusual severity and duration, but without serious 
results; and singularly, the per centage of pneumonia was 
inuch below the average. 

. There was no measles, scarlatina or diphtheria and only a 
few cases of typhoid and typho-malarial fevers. Indeed, 
until August, no prevalence of any disease was observed, 
except catarrh as mentioned above. During the latter half of 
August and September, the thermal variations were very try- 
ing, and malarial fever prevailed extensively. Its attacks were 
obstinate and severe, and an undue proportion of them were 
pernicious. Only two cases of malarial hamaturia have been 
known; one in October, 1882, the other in September, 1883, 
and both fatal. 

In February a case of small pox reached Aberdeen from 
New Orleans, of which your office had due notice. It was 
promptly and effectively isolated, and no other case occurred. 

A brief report of vaccinations with virus from the State 
Board of Health is herewith submitted: 

The number of vaccinations performed in this county during 
the years 1882 and 1883 with the virus and its products, sup- 
plied from your office, is about 2,800. Of this number about 
2,000 were primary, and of 500 observed, 80 per cent were 
successful. Of 200 cases of re-vaccization observed, 28 per 
cent were successful. Unhealthy sores resulted in only a very 
few instances. 


NOXUBEE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. H. A. Minor, Chief Health Officer. 


I hereby make my annual report as Health Officer of Nox- 
ubee county: 

I have the pleasure to report that no epidemic disease has 
prevailed in this county this year. We have had a number of 
cases of diphtheria, but it did not prevail as an epidemic. We 
have had an unusual number .of cases of typhoid fever this 
year, and of an unusual malignant type—this all over the 
county. We have not, for some vears, had many cases of the 
more-malignant forms of malarial disease. The milder forms 
have prevailed as usual. The increased attention given to 
hygiene about our towns has very greatly diminished both the 
number and the severity of the cases of malarial disease. Even 
our country people, the most intelligent of them,are paying some 
attention to the rules of sanitation. On the other hand many 
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of our physicians fail to use these means with zeal or intelli- 
gence; but some progress is being made in this direction. 
Our negro population, from ignorance and want of thought or 
care, and from poverty, are muca more prone to phthisis than 
formerly. In times of slavery I rarely ever saw a black negro 
have this disease, but now if IS fearfully prevalent among 
them and is not usually seen by a physician until it has reached 
its latter stages, Syphilis pre among the negroes to a 
great extent, but the blacks show a most wonderful power to 
overcome it. They rarely, if ever, suffer from the tertiary 
form of it; and the .worst cases of the secondary form give 
way readily to treatment. From their habits of untidiness, 
nay, filthiness, they are very subject to serotula. Our negro 
population here is very large in proportion to our white—about 
Six to one. 

I am doing what I can to induce my people to use all the - 
means attainable to ward off disease—to use the rules of 
hygiene—but they are slow to respond, careless, indifferent. 
I will use all diligence in the performance o? my duties. 

Your card, of the 26th inst., is to hand. As regards num- 
ber of vaceinnations and results, I am able only to give you 
guess-work. I myself, vaccinated more than seven' hundred 
persons, and kept a record of names and dates of vaccinations. 
But few came back to report results. I distributed all the 
virus you sent me and some that I purchased myself, and urged 
upon the physicians to use all diligence in the performance of 
their duty in the premises. A great many were vaccinated 
all over this county. Ata guess, I should say 2,500 were vac- 
cinated. : Some complained that the virus was inert; some of 
it was, but most of it was good, Very largely over half of 


my vaccinations took. 
s 


OKTIBREHA COUNTY. 
Runor of Dr. W.N. Ames, Chief. Health Officer. 


The fall and winter of 1882 was remarkably healthy, as com- 
pared with the same seasons the previous year. There were 
few cases of pneumonia, and no typhoid fever, in the county. 
About ten years since, in the month of February, there were a 
number of cases of meningitis occurred within the corporation 
of the town of Starkville, ‘and every winter since, more or less 
cases have appeared of the same disease, until last winter. 

Notwithstanding there was an extensive epidemic of measles 
during the winter of 1881, it made its appearance again, first at 
the A. & M. College, where they had thirty cases, and spread 
generally throughout the extent of the county. 


t 
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About the same time there was an epidemic of a skin disease 
resembling rotheln. The only features suggestive of scarlet 
fever was the exfoliation of the skin (epidermis) of the hands 
and feet, and the rash. 

Malarial fever made its appearance a month earlier this year 
than any previous season. One cause for the early appearance 
of malarial fever this season was first a verv wet spring, followed 
by great heat in the months of June and July. 

The drouth existing at this time is unprecedented, princi- 
pally for the extent of the territory suffering, and the length of 
time it has existed. à 

The last time we had a rain was about the first of June: It 
may be possible that the increase of malaria is connected with 
this fact, as nearly all of the ponds of water have been dried 
out, and the beds of all of the creeks are now dry, that usually 
contain water through the driest season. Another presumable 
cause may be mentioned. A new railroad (the Canton, Aber- 
deen and Nashville road) is just now being finished, extending 
through the length of the county. In grading the road, a vast 
quantity of fresh earth has been thrown up, exposed to high 
solar heat during the entire summer. The very fact of mala- 
rial fever appearing in families and in neighborhoods along the 
line of this road, where it formerly never existed, is a proof 
that malaria was produced from this cause. : 

It may be proper to mention in connection with this subject, 
that the type of malarial fever this season has been severe. I 
have never heard of a case of tlie algid form of congestive fever; 
but a number of cases of congestion of the brain, as a serious 
complication, have been observed. But one case of -malarial 
hematuria has been observed in the county this year, as far as 
heard from. Thigcase occurred at the A. & M. College during 
the last of September, and was fatal, The subject, à young man 


. from Jefferson county, Miss, had had intermittent fever for a 


year, and was in consequence in a proper physical condition 
for the supervention of this serious intercurrence. ‘There have 
been very few cases of simple reinittent fever or bilious fever 
met with this year. The most of the cases have been of a con- 
tinued type or form, and of an adynamie type—such cases as 
were formerly termed typho-malarial fever, It has been a very 
common thing for such cases to have, during their progress, 
hemorrhage of the bowels and bleeding of the nose. Very few 
cases of this kind have proven fatal. 

The most fatal form or complication of continued malarial 
fever has been enteritis. 

During the summer there was;an unaccountable tendency to 
abortion and premature delivery. Several cases were met with 
—enough cases to attract attention—where no cause could be 
assigned. 

Iu the foregoing informal report, I have endeavored to pre- 
sent all the facts with reference to the prevalence of ditferent 


diseases in the county for the last year. 
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PANOLA COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. F. G. Dula, Chief Health Officer. 


See es 


In reply to your request to report the number of vaccinations 
that have been performed in this county during the years 1882 
and 1883, with results. As the successor of Dr. A. I. Ellis, 
who, during the time indicated above, discharged the duties 
pertaining to the office of Chief Health Officer for this county, 
and being left without data upon which to found a report, I 
must beg your indulgence for this failure. I can only submit 
an opinion in a general way, that the virus furnished from your 
office was, I think, uniformly distributed among the physicians 
of the county, and pretty freely used with average resulis. 

During my short term of service, our county has enjoyed a 
remarkable in:munity from disease of serious nature, resulting 
in a proportionately low rate of mortality. - I may state that we 
have had the prevalence of nothing of the contagious order, 
save whooping cough, which, when complicated with our usual 
malarial troubles, gave the attending physician some solicitude. 
Dysentery, without assuming the proportions of an epidemic, 
has nevertheless repeatedly occurred, manifesting a marked 
bilious type, yielding readily however to treatment. 

We have had less of our malarial fevers than usual, modi- 
fied in type; results perhaps attributable to a dry season. The 
sanitary condition of our towns has been well maintained. 
Measures in this direction were inaugurated early, and I think 
effectively executed. That of our prison, also, is all that 
could be desired. 

In conclusion, to revert to the question of vaccination, mind- 
ful of that maxim that enjoins preparation for.war in time of 
peace, I would suggest, that if you see fit to furnish me the 
virus, that I will faithfully and zealously insist upon its use, 
availing myself of all the minutiz necessary to enable me to 
answer your important inquiry in the opening of this report. 


PIKE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. O. Hoover, Chief Health Officer. 


Upon receiving my appointment as Chief Health Officer of 
this (Pike) county, I addressed a notice to all the physicians 
and citizens to assist me, and report any contagious or infec- 
tious diseases, under their treatment or knowledge, to me, and 
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I would take immediate steps to stop the spread of same. I 
also proceeded to have Boards of Health appointed at Summit, 
Magnolia and Osyka. I succeeded in baving them organized 
at Summit and Osyka, but could not get the Mayor of Magno- 
lia to act, as he did not deem it necessary. 

During the first part of the year, our county was extremely 
healthy, more so than it had been for a number of years. There 
was an epidemic of measles in and around Summit in the spring. 
Very few deaths compared to the number of cases. There were 
two cases of small-pox in the county—one at McCombs and 
one at Osyka, but by using a strict quarantine and properly 
' vaccinating all exposed persons, there was no spread of the dis 
ease in either case, and will here state that I apprehend no 
spread of small-pox if it be properly managed. 

All this fall we have had a considerable drouth. In conse- 
quence thereof, we have had malarial fevérs to a considerable 
extent all over our county—more in the country than in our 
towns. A great majority of the cases are of an intermittent 
type, with a considerable tendency to congestion and sore 
throats. The ratio of deaths has been very small. 

The water of our county is all pure and good, and in a great 
many instances I caunct see any local cause for malarial fevers. 
McComb City is more liable to contagious diseases than any 
other place on the road, owing to the constant travel to and 
from New Orleans; and we are indebted to President Clarke for 
his energetic efforts last fall in trying to keep smali-pox out of 
this place by having all the employes of the road vaccinated 
free of charge before going to New Orleans. 

It is impossible for me to give a correct statement of the num- 
ber of vaccinations performed in the county in 1882 and 1883, 
as there were no records kept by myself or any of the physi- 
cians that virus was furnished; but from the best information 
that I can get from McComb City and Osyka, is as follows: 
Osyka, 84 vaccinations: 61 successful. At McComb, I per- 
formed about 200 vaccinations, with about 75 successful, and 
I then used the crust from the arm. The most of the virus we 
received in 1882 was inert. 

Hoping the above report will meet with your approval. Our 
county is in a good sanitary condition. 


RANKIN COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. P. Fairley, Chief Health Officer. 


The present year presents nothing of unusual interest as. 
regards the health of Rankin county, The outbreak of small- 
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pox in the county was promptly suppressed, a detailed account 
of which has been forwarded you. A few cases of dysentery 
occurred in the early part of the summer, which readily yielded 
to proper treatment. The fevers occurring were of a remittent 
type, with but few deaths, there being more cases this than 
last year. There were also several cases of hemorrhagic ma- 
larial fever in my practice, none of which proved fatal. The 
sanitary condition of the poor-house and jail is excellent, there 
having no case of sickness occurred in the latter during the 
summer. "The long continued drouth seems to have no effect 
whatever upon the health of the country, the fevers having 
nearly all subsided, yet the drouth continues. 


a —"ÓÀÀ 


SHARKEY COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. C. Hall, Chief Health Officer. 


-The following, which I have the honor to submit, is my 
annual report for the year ending September 30, 1883: 

During the early spring months the vaccine virus distributed 
bv your office to this county was placed in the hands of the 
physicians, but it appears that much of the material thus fur- 
nished was inert, and many failures attended its use. The 
**points" used by the writer were Martin's and gave satisfactory 
results. s 

Since the date of my last report, the county has been free 
from epidemic disease, with the exception of measles. This 
disease made its appearance last summer and is stil] prevailing. 
The endemic diseases peculiar to the climate and locality have 
been mild and attended with very little mortality. 

There is but one incorporated town in the county-—Rolling 
Fork—which is still without a health officer. Ihe authorities 
have been requested to give tliis matter attention, but from ` 
some cause have neglected to do so. 


SCOTT COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. E. Fox, Chief Health Officer. 


Having been but recently appointed to the office of Chief 
Health Officer of my countv, and being absent from the State 
for two weeks, embracing the Ist of October, I hope will be . 
sufficient excuse for apparent delay. 


t 
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My county, as you are aware, is an inland one, having no 
theatres, city halls nor public buildings, except the court-room 
and jail. Our public schools are all in a healthy condition, 
and public health of the county excellent, 

There are no organized Boards of Health in my county. We 
dave an efficient Board of Mayor and Aldermen at Forest, who 
willingly co-operate with me in enforcing sanitary regulations 
avhich they enact. We have had no prevailing diseases during 
the year—no epidemics or endemics of any kind. There has 
‘been less sickness. as far as my observation has gone, than 
usual J have no suggestions to make as to reforms, 

The county jail is in splendid sanitary condition, under the 
management of our efficient Sheriff, there having been but one 
ease of sickness and death in it during the year. That was a 
megro sentenced at the spring tem of our court to be hung for 
murder. I do not knowof what disease he died, as it occurred 
‘daring my predecessor’s official term. 

In answer to card from Dr. Johnston, I have no means of 
reporting as to vaccinations in my county in 1882 and 1883, as 
I have not been able to procure any records kept by my la- 
mented predecessor. 


TATE COUNTY.; 
Report of Dr. J. A. Long, Chief Health Officer. 


Igive you, in the shortest manner possible, my report as 
‘Health Officer of Tate county: 

Early in the spring, I wrote an article on the “cause and pre- 
-vention of disease," and had it published in our county paper, 
the Tate County Record, telling the people what was the most 
abundant source of disease—malaria, and how it originated 
and how to prevent it, and next to malaria, water was the next 
to produce disease, and how necessary it is to have pure drink - 
ing water. I also urged the people to become vaccinated as 
early as possible. I wrote letters to the different physicians 
of the county, asking them to report to me at any time should 
they have any cases of small-pox, scarlet tever, diphtheria or 
any other contagious or infectious disease of a malignant char- 
acter; also asked them to urge as many people as possible to 
become vaccinated. 

I had a little trouble in having a sewer opened in Senatobia, 
Dut with a little persuasion and a few threats, it was at last 
epened. It is strange why public authorities are so slow to 
perform a work which they know will endanger the lives of 
people, and have to be told and told about it. Our county jail 
is in a very healthy portion of Senatobia, and there has been 
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very few prisoners in it during the year. They are sent to the 
farm to work out their fines. 

Our poor-house is in good condition, with few paupers in 
it. Dr. Jas. R. Slaton is the attending physician. 

We have had more sickness this vear than any year in the 
past four, and with a greater mortality.. Whooping cough has 
been an epidemic, followed by mumps and roseola. Dysentery 
gave us some trouble in the early portion of the summer, but 
did not assume an epidemic form. Congestive fevers: have 
been very fatal, especially among children. The majority of 
cases of remittent and intermittent fever had a tendency to 
congestion. But the most trouble we have had has been 
among the children. This has been an extraordinary hard 
year on children. They have been troubled with diarrhea of 
the non-inflammatory variety during the whole summer, com- 
mencing early in the spring. It has caused more deaths among 
children than any other disease. Whites seem to have been 
more subject to it than blacks. Pertussis seemed to be more 
fatal among blacks than whites. There has not been any small- 
pox, scarlet fever or diphtheria in our county during the year. 

I cannot give the number of vaccinations performed in the 
county, but can only say the use of bovine virus has been very 
unsuccessful. 


TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. O. Kendrick, Chief Health Officer. 


- 
m$ À—— 


Your card received. In reply to it, and as required by law, I 
beg leave to report as follows: 

l. The virus you sent first, which was sealed, all acted well 
so far as I have been able to ascertain. Quite a number of 
failures were reported when the last was used. The failures 
were, I think, due (a) to carelessness in^using it, and (b) to 
its being rather old. I sent virus to nearly all the physicians 
who had not secured it from the State office. Many of them 
made no report to me, though I requested it. Can give no 
accurate account as to the number vaccinated. I vaccinated 
all gratis who desired it, and some other physicians did the 
same. Some crses only had a very small pustule about the 
8th or 9th day, which only remained a few days. These I 
searcely know whether to report as failures or not. In a few 
eases there was febrile disturbances to à considerable extent, 
the patient having to keep to the bed two or three days. In 
all I suppose I did not vaccinate more than fifty persons myself. 
Many of these never reported, so I am unable to say low many 
failures there werein all. : 


* 
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2. We have had no cases of small-pox, scarlet fever or yel- 
low fever in this county during the past year. There were two 
cases which were thought to be diphtheria, in the family of 
Hon. W. W. Howry, of Iuka, but they recovered without diffi- 
culty. 

3. There were a number of cases of dysentery in and around 
Iuka. but no local cause could be found to which to attribute 
the disease. There were two deaths in the jail, (the jailor and 
child,) but there were other deaths from the same disease sev- 
eral miles from the jail. The condition of the jail and the 
surroundings has been improved, however, since the fatal sick- 

ness therein. 
` 4 Diseases of a malarial type or origin prevail all over the 
county, but generally speaking they are of a mild form. 

5. The sanitary condition is as good now as it can be con- 
veniently made. Of course the creeks and ponds cannot all 
be dried or kept from causing malaria. I believe there is 
nothing more of interest to communicate, 


E 


TIPPAH COUNTY. 
Report ot Dr. W. D. Carter, Chief Health Officer. 


— HÀ ——— 


This county has been free of epidemics for the last twelve 
months. There was no pneumonia during the winter and 
spring months. Malarial diseases have been infrequent and 
the health of the county has been unprecedented. The death 
rate of our town and county will not exceed five per thousand. 

There has be+n three outbreaks of diphtheria in the county 
during the vear, but by pursuing the recommendations of the 
State Board of Health the disease was promptly stamped out. 

The number of vaccinations performed in this county during 
the years of 1882 and 1883 from virus furnished from your 
office amounts to two hundred and forty. Ten per cent. were 
successful. Products of virus sent from your office is about 
five per cent. of the suecess"ul vaccinations, I would state 
that bovine virus becomes more active after one cultivation. 


TUNICA COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. M. J. Alexander, Chief Health Officer. 


In making my report as Health Officer of Tunica county, I 


+ 
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am of necessity compelled to give a general history of the 
sanitary condition of our county, since I. am not informed of 
what has been reported by my predecessors in office. 


From observations of my brother practitioners and myself, 
the amount of sickness this year has been about the same as 
during 1882, but these last two years have been noted as the 
most sickly for many years. The most general diseases were 
of a malarial type, characterized as a rule by chills and fever, 
and were greater as regards frequency and severity. 


During the months of June, July and the latter part of Aug- 
ust endemic dysentery prevailed, but was susceptible to treat- 
ment, while during the latter part of August and the whole of 
September diarrhoea and dysentery proved more stubborn and 
in some cases fatal, especially among infants and the colored 
inhabitants of our county. A great exciting cause of the fre- 
quent bilious attacks is, no doubt, improper and irregular 
food. Amongst the negroes, and also many whites, the con- 
sumption of fat pork is an every day affair; aye, I would not 
exaggerate by saving that it composed the greatest part of 
each meal, and to this fact I attribute in some part the troubles 
in the portal circulation. Ill prepared victuals, such as insuf- 
ficiently cooked vegetables, too richly seasoned and consumed 
at irregular intervals derange the digestive organs and so cause 
disease. These are evils which are almost general among the 
negro race. The use of intoxicating drink is so universal and 
its effects so well known that it is not-*necessary for me to 
dwell on the subject; however I will state that intemperate 
people are more predisposed to disease and are harder to treat 
than others, all other things being equal. The use of tobacco 
does not seem to have a deleterious effect upon our people. 
The most important subject, in my mind, to be considered is 
the unhealthy state of our drinking water. This has heen a fruit- 
ful cause of much disease, such as dysentery, diarricea, dyspep- 
sia, etc., anl more especially did the people of Tunica county, 
and, no doubt of other bottom counties, suffer during the last 
two years. In March and April, 1882, a great part of the 
levees which had protected the Mississippi “bottom from the 
yearly overflows of that great river whose name our State 
bears, gave way and allowed our county, with others, to be 
turned into a bed of water. When the water subsided enor- 
mous drifts of decaying wood were left near houses, in the 
roads, in fact at almost every place where the water had been 
sufficiently high. Gullies and deep holes in which the water 
remained stagnant for a long time and giving rise to malarial 
disease were another result of the overflow. The latter part 
of April, after part of the water had receded, vegetation 
sprung up on some lands to be covered by the second rise of 
the mighty Mississippi, adding more disease by decaying and 
filling the air with the germs “of malaria. Cisterns which had 

always contained good and healthy water were found to leak 
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and admit impure and filthy water. So it is hardly to be 
wondered at that the sanitary condition of our county has been 
low in the last two years, If the levees are built the health 
of this county as well as others will improve, otherwise this 
bottom will eventually be depopulated. There is a movement 
on foot to cause the next Legislature to create a levee board 
for the building of levees in this delta, and I would suggest 
that some influence be exerted by the State Board of Health 
to secure its success. 


Pneumonia is heard of occasionally in our county during 
fall and winter months, but seldom proved fatal. Consump- 
tion has been comparatively frequent in the last two years. 
Syphilis is common, and it is alarming even amongst the white 
population. Scrofula is general in the negro race. Kid- 
ney troubles are rare, whilst vesical troubles, caused by exces- 
sive use of turpentine among negroes, are common. Measles 
was epidemic in May and June, fatal in two adult cases. No 
small-pox. A small per cent. of our inhabitants are success- 
fully vaccinated ; and I would suggest that some order be made 
to vaccinate all children visiting schools in this State who have 
not at least one good mark of successful vaccination. This 
will at least be a step to improvement and may Serve as a good 
example. : 

As to the condition of our public houses, I report the court- 
house of our county, situated in Austin, in good sanitary con- 
dition. The county jail is kept clean and well ventilated; only 
afew malarial and bilious troubles were found amongst the 
prisoners. "The'school.houses need attention. Most of them 
leak and are in bad condition, and I am informed that there is 
no law to provide school houses with good drinking water. Of 
course the water which the school children drink is gotten 
from ditches, bad cisterns, ete., a distance from school. The 
Superintendent of Public Schools claims that there is no law 
authorizing his interference. : 

The prospects in regard to the future sanitary condition of 
our county are somewhat favorable since the building of the 
Memphis and Vicksburg Railroad, which runs through the 
heart of Tunica and other counties. The opening up of wood 
lands will eventually tend to cut short malarial disease, but of 
course will be a source of danger during prevailing epidemie 
diseases in neighboring States. 

As regards the performance of duties, I have advised and 
recommended, and sometimes ordered, such measures as seemed 
necessary at the time. 

Upon suggestion, the Board of Aldermen of Austin ap- 
pointed a Loeal Board of Health. During the summer months, 
I ordered the carcasses of stock and cattle to be dragged away 
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from houses, and either burned or buried. Several nuisances 
having been reported to me, were promptly examined and the 
owners of those premises ordered to correct them. 

I will close my report with the suggestion, that birth and 
death records be kept by the county clerk, after being reported 
by physicians or others, and the reporters’ names also recorded. 
This certainly will be a hard task to fulfill for the first few years, 
but in time it will become natural and less troublesome, and 
besides be an appreciable assistance for statistical purposes. 

Just received your postal requesting report of vaccinations 
performed with virus frou your office. It seems that no records 
have been kept by physicians. My record shows 43 vaccina- 
tions, 11 of which were performed by virus furnished from your 
office: successful 7, unsuccessful 4, after repeated trials. The 
other 32 vaccinations were made with virus obtained from suc- 
cessful vaccinations with virus furnished by you. Having 
énly been four months in office, I am not prepared to give a 
better report in this respect. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. S. R. Dunn, Chief Health Officer. 


As you did me the honorat your meeting in last April to 
recommend me for the position of Chief Health Offieer of 
Washington county, I, upon being informed by Dr. R. S. 
Toombs, (a member of your Board and my predecessor) pro- 
ceeded at once to perform the duties of the office. I addressed 
a letter to each of the registered physicians of th * county, re- 
questing them to inform me :t once should any case of con- 
tagious or infectious disease occur in their practice, also to 
notify me of any local cause of disease coming under their ob- 
servation, that I might co-operate with them in arresting the 
former and removing the latter. I also addressed the follow- 
ing communieation to the Board of Supervisors of the county: 


FROM THE COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER. 


To the Honorable Board of Supervisors of Washington County: 


Gentlemen—At the recent meeting of the State Board of 
Health, which took place at Jackson, Miss., on the first day of 
'Jast month, that Board did me the honor to elect me Health 
Officer of your county. This being the first meeting of your 
honorable body since my appointment, I beg leave to present 
herewith my commission and ask your co operation in carrying 
out the duties of the office. 
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I have visited the jail and the prison where our county pris- 
oners are kept, and find the sanitary condition good, the pris- 
eners well cared for, and no material sickness among them. I 
gave such directions concerning the hygiene aud general wel- 
fare of the prisoners as my best judgment dictated. 

Complaint having been made to me relative to the slaughter- 
houses adjacent to the town of Greenville, I inspected the 
same, and finding them (in consequence of their location) 
objectionable and injuriou to health, made arrangements for 
their removal at once. 

I have also addressed a communication to all of the regis- 
tered physicians of the county, asking them to report to me at 
once any cases of contagious or epidemic diseases coming 
under their notice, and any local cause of disease which they 
may be aware of. 

I would be glad if each member of your Boari would com- 
municate with 1 me at once should anvthing arise in your dis- 
tricts tending to create disease, or otherwise injuriously affect 
the publie health. It will be well for us to be especially on 
our guard this summer with reference to the.importation of 
epidemic diseases, as we will be left to take care of ourselves ; 
the Quarantine Stations established and heretofore kept up by 
the National Government having been discontinued. 

Yellow fever exists as an epidemie in Havana and other trop- 
ical ports; and as a rule when such is the case at this season of 
the year, we rarely fail to have epidemie visitations to our sea- 
board towns, and thence along our rivers and railroads to the 
interior. 

At the present time the general health of the county is good; 
though there has been a tendency in the town of Greenville to 
derangements of the bowels, a number of cases of cholera- 
morbus, and one or two cases which approached so near genu- 
ine cholera that it was difficult to draw the line of distinction. 
The loeal evils to be most dreaded by our citizens are bad 
drinking water, stagnant pools, and two much shade about our 
yards and dwellings, such as to obstruct free ventilation and 
sunshine 

The State Board of Health is desirous of receiving reports 
on the diseases effecting our domestic animals, and adopting 
such measures as seem best calculated to prevent and relieve 
these troubles. I would therefore be glad to receive informa- 
tion on the subject, and make such investigations as may lead 
to that end. With the determination to carry out the duties 
devolved upon me, and an earnest desire for your co-operation, 
I have the honor to be very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

S. R. Dunn, County Health Officer. 


At the time that I entered upon the duties of the office it 
was supposed that the county was.free from all diseas:s of a 
contagious or infectious character, though small-pox had ex- 
isted a short time previous to my appointment in three or four 
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different localities, which under the prompt and efficient action 
of my predecessor (Dr. Toombs) was speedily arrested. 

The first complaint presented to me was relative to the 
slaughter-houses adjacent to the town of Greenville, which are 
located upon the: bank of a shute of the Mississippi river, 
forming the northwestern boundary of the town and which is 
during three-fourths of the year nothing less than a stagnant 
pool. After investigating the matter, I recommended to the 
town Council of Greenville that they grant permission to the 
butchers to locate within the corporate limits of the town on 
the river, a floating dock to be used asa slaughter-house, giv- 
ing the following reasons for recommending it: 

ist. That there would be by such a proceedure, no occasion 
for the slightest: uncleanliness or filth, as the dock would be in 
running water and would be flooded at will. 

2d. That it would be directly under the supervision of the 
town government, and should it be necessary to bring any legal 
action against the owners of the dock, it would be done at 
once without incurring the expensejand loss of time of, proba- 
bly, an extra session of the Circuit Court. The Town Council 
refused to adoptthe suggestion. I will do them the credit, how- 
ever, to state, that I think they did so without retlection. 

Whereupon, I caused the removal of one of the slaughter- 
pens against which there had been the principal compiaint, and 
have endeavored to make them keep the houses in a proper 
sanitary condition Ihave inspected from time to time the 
county jail, and the plantation prison, where most of our county 
prisoners are held, and have given such instructions as I 
thought necessary. The health has been remarkably good 
among the prisoners. There have been but a few held in the 
jail walls, and it is well, as we of this county have been forced 
to convert our jail into an asylum for lunatics without it pos- 
sessing any of the requisites of such an institution. One 
death has occurred in the jail from Acute Mania. Three other 
unfortunate lunatics are held there at this time. The Sheriff 
informs me that he has made frequent efforts to get them in 
the State Asylum, but found it impossible to do so. If the 
Legislature could be induced to do something to remedy this 
great wrong, they would place themselves high in the list of 
benefactors. The county has been freed from an epidemic vis- 
itation of yellow fever, and considering the outlook along our 
seacoast at the commencement and during the season for the 
disease we should not fail to appreciate the prompt, energetic 
and efficient efforts of the Executive Committee of the State 
Board of Health, together with that of the Sanitary Council of 
the Mississippi Valley. It is certainly a strong point in favor 
of Health Boards and Quarantines. 

As Health Officer of this county, upon being informed of 
the establishment by the State Board of Health of a Quar- 
antine Station at Fort Adams, [immediately issued the fol- 
lowing order: 
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By authority vested in me as Chief Health Officer of Wash- 
ington county, Miss., by section 19 of “an Act to amend the 
statutes in regard to Boards of Health,” and in view of the 
issuance of the above order of the Mississippi State Board of 
Health, through their Executive Committee, I do hereby de- 
clare this local Quarantine for the government of all water 
crafts wishing to land within the limits of this county ; and the 
following rules are hereby prescribed for its government : 


RULES. 


Ist. Itis ordered that no steamboat or other water craft com- 
ing up the Mississippi river from below Fort Adams shall be 
allowed to lana within the limits of Washington county unless 
it shall have first landed at the Inspection Station of the Mis- 
sissippi State Board of Health, located at Fort Adams, and sub- 
mitted to inspection and received from the officer at sai sta-. 
tion a certificate or clean bill of health. . 

2d. It is further ordered, That no freight or passengers 
shall be landed from any boat which is without such certificate 
or bill of health. 

3d. It is further ordered, That the Captain or other person 
in command of any steamboat or other craft violating above 
Rules, will be arrested and prosecuted for the same. 

4th. That any passenger coming off of such boat will be: 
arrested for violation of the health laws and ordinances of the 
State. 

5th. That any person receiving freight from any boat or wa- 
ter craft as above will be adjudged as violating the law ‘‘to 
suppress the spread of contagious and infectious disease," 
arrested and tried for such. By order of 

S. R. Dunn, M. D., 
` Chief Health Officer of Washington Comnty. 
. GREENVILLE, Miss., July 27, 1883. 


There was a call upon me by the Board of Supervisors of this 
county to establish a quarantine against Bolivar and Sunflower 
counties, the Board being under the impression that small-pox 
existed to an alarming extent in those counties. I had previ- 
ously (being informed that small-pox existed in Bolivar county) 
communicated with the Secretary of your Board and received 
areply that the Health Officer of Bolivar county only reported 
seven cases, and that he had charge of them and was endeavor- 
ing to stop its further progress. I read the letter to the Board, 
but the panic was so great that the Board still insisted upon 
quarantine. "The railroad train between this county and Sun- 
flower was about to discontinue its trips, whereupon I sug- 
gested to the Board that a quarantine against adjoining coun- 
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ties, if made perfect and complete, would be an expensive mat 
ter, and that, while I would do so if necessary, I would suggest 
that they send first a competent physician to see if there was a 
necessity for such a procedure. They adopted the suggestion, 
and after failing to procure the services of such a physician, I 
made the inspection myself and found that the cause of alarm 
had been due to some seven or eight cases which had occurred 
on a plantation in the neighborhocd of Coleman’s Store, in 
Bolivar county, and which had been continually isolated and 
in charge of the Health Officer, not a single case having 
occurred in the railroad camps, as was reported. I returned 
and reported the fact to the Board of Supervisors of my county, 
and as I had learned on my retucn home that a committee had 
been sent by the Board of Supervisors of Sunflower county to 
wait upon the Governor of the State and ask his interveution 
to prevent the further spread of the disease, I reported at 
once the result of my investigation to your Secretary. 

On the 30th of August, about three weeks after my return 
from the above mentioned investigation, I received a commu- - 
nication from Mr. George Lamb, requesting me to visit Carter’s 
Point, which constitutes three plantations of which he is the 
agent, and examine a case which my friend, Dr. S. M. Ball, had 
pronounced small-pox. Idid so, and found a genuine case, 
and also tbat the disease had existed in this locality for a con- 
siderable time, as evidenced by the pathognomonic pits seen 
on several negro children on the plantations. ‘ithe disease, of 
course, had not been recognized, and considering the fact that 
the plantations are situated on a point or peninsula, as it were, 
which during at least half of the year is inaccessible except by 
boat, and no physician being called, their failure to recognize 
the disease is not surprising, especially so when evea the aver- 
age physician, I am sorry to say, as a dermatologist is nota 
success, I at once ordered vaccine and had all persons living 
on the three plantations in that neighborhood on the point vac- 
cinated, put à guard over the infected houses—in short, carried 
out the instructions of your honorable Board. About ten 
cases have occurred since I took charge of the disease, out of 
which two died. 

How long the disease existed before it was recognized, I 
have not been able to determine, though I am satisfied it ex- 
isted tor several months. We have had no new cases in that 
locality for thirty days, but the disease has broken out in an- 
other neighborhood remote from Carter’s Point, and not traceable 
to that source, but rather to Bolivar county, where I am in- 
formed a fresh outbreak of the disease has occurred at or about 
Neblett's or Storm's Landing on the Mississippi River. I have 
ordered thorough vaccination and am using every precaution - 
possible, and hope to control the disease. This last outbreak 
oceurred on the plantations of Mrs. Ürquhardt and Mr. Herr- 
man Wilrynsky's, situated upon Deer Creek and immediately 
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"upon the road leading from Bolivar county to Greenville. I 
reccived ten packages of virus from your prompt and efficient 
Secretary, and where I vaccinated persons who had not previ- 
ously been vaccinated, nine out of ten-have taken. 

I think thorough vaccination the safest and most reliable 
means I have to prevent the further spread of the disease, and 
considering the character of the population, the only means. 
Hence I have earnestly urged and recommended general vac- 
cination throughout my county. 

Dvsentery has been unusually prevalent during the months 
-of July, August and September, and, I regret to state, remarka. 
bly fatal. 

There has also been an inerease in the number of cases of 
typho malarial fever, and malarial hematuria has prevailed to 
-à considerable extent, and though the mortality in the latter 
along the river front has been slight, in the eastern portion of 
the county along the banks of Deer Creek the mortality has 
been great, aturiputable, I think, to the mode of life, low diet, 
bad drinking water and a general want of attention to the laws 
of health. 

The season has been exceedingly dry, small lakes, pontis and 
sloughs being dried up completely, a circumstance which has 
not been witnessed for years. 

I might say something on the subject of drainage, but am of 
the opinion that but little good can be accomplished until we 
succeed in preventing the almost annual inundations from the 
Mississippi River, 

There is no hospital in any of the river counties in this State 
trom Memphis to Vicksburg, and as public works are almost 
continually being constructed in these counties, they are 
flooded with a large fluating population, which fall victims to 
our endemic diseases, and, "being unable to labor therefrom, 
are discharged by the coutractors without any provision what- 
ever, and if they are too sick to be shipped, to Vicksburg and 
are hot fortunate enough to fall into the hands of some chari- 
table person, they die. 

If some law could be enacted requiring contractors on public 
works to pay a certain per cent. upon their pay rolls to the 
Sheriff of the county where they are engaged, the same to be 
placed to the credit of the hospital fund, as in the Marine Hos- 
pital Service, it would be, in my humble opinion, a good law. 
It would certainly be levying a tax upon the probable benefi- 
ciaries, which I think nothing but right. 

I would suzgest, also, that your Honorable Board would be 
abie to obtain valuable statistic: if they would induce the Leg- 
islature to pass some law by which the citizens of each county 
would be required to report thé births and deaths to the mem- 
iber of the Board of Supervisors of their respective districts, to 
ibe by him reported to the County Clerk, and he to record the 
same in a suitable book kept for the purpose. There might 
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also be placed in the clerk's office 'a first-class barometer and 
thermometer, and a record of the temperature and weather 
kept. This would be useful, in a medical point of view, and 
iuteresting to the citizens at large. 

Nothing further occurriug to me at this time, I beg leave to 
submit the foregoing repurt, and hope that you will excuse any 
omissions or other inaccuracies. 


WILKINSON COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. W. L. Magruder, Chief Health Officer. 


In accordance with my duties as Health Officer, I. submit, 
the following annual report, ending October 1, 1883: 

During the past year, commencing October 1, 1882, I am 
happy to say we have had no epidemics. 

A few cases of measles have occurred in the eastern portion - 
of this county. 

During the spring and early part of the past summer, we 
have had an unusual number of malarial attacks, which were 
easily controlled. On the 29th day of August, the first case of 
hemorrhagic malarial fever occurred that I know of. Since 
that time there have been a number of cases, with hemorrhage 
from the stomach, bowels or kidneys. In all the cases that I 
have seen, there has been a marked tendency to congestion 
and hemorrhage. They have been more obstinate, harder to 
control, with occasional relapses, and have required more qui- 
nine, than I have ever known used before. Bungine’s ergotine 
and quinine, hypodermically, have been the: sheet-ancaor in 
the treatment of them. 

Although Woodville is said to be two hundred feet higher 
than the bluffs at Natchez, yet malarial diseases prevail here 
and in the surrounding country to a greater extent, and with 
more severity, than in any part of the Southern country, that I 
am acquainted with. 

Malarial flux has prevailed through the county; has been 
very fatal in some sections; some of the cases defying all treat- 
ment. These cases are more common, and more aggravated, 
wherever we have winds blowing trom the north for any length 
of time during the summer and fall. I think the cause of this 
is from the fact that the winds trom that quarter, in reaching 
us, have to sweep over the Buffalo, Homochitto and Missis- 
sippi swamps, and from those hot-beds of malaria watt to us its 
deadly poison. 

As Health Officer of this county, I have tried, conscien- 
tiously, to perform the duties pertaining to the offive, have had 
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a portion of the town drained to improve its sanitary condition, 
and occasionally inspect the premises in town to see that they 
are kept in proper sanitary condition; have interviewed the 
mayor and board of aldermen, individually and when in session, 
with a view to getting them to pass an ordinance requiring a 
vital and mortuary report. They have not seen fit to do so. 

The jail is kept at all times in a first-rate sanitary condition. 
No cases of an infectious nature have occurred therein, and 
not a death from any cause, since I have occupied the position 
of Health Officer. 

As regards vaccinations with the virus furnished by the Sec- 
retary of the State Board of Health, I would respectfully ask 
for more time to report, as some of the physicians of the county 
have not been heard from. ‘Those who have been heard from, 
report unfavorable results from the use of the virus. 


YAZOO COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. W. B. Thomason, Chief Health Officer. 


Hope you will pardon my few days negligence, caused by 
not hearing from some parts of the county. As Health Officer 
of Yazoo county I have very little to report as our city and 
surrounding country has been this season and is now ‘‘dis- 
tressingly healthy." Sickness 30 to 40 per cent. less this as 
compared with last year. Remittent, intermittent and perni- 
cious fevers have been the prevailing diseases—few cases of 
malarial hematuria.. In-the spring, good many cases of 
measles and whooping-couch, and several cases of the latter 
in the city yet. One case of scarlet fever in the city and two 
cases in the country were reported the 13th and 14th of Sep- 
tember. We immediately had them isolated and instructed the 
fainilies to keep the other children inside the yard and allow 
no more going in and out than was necessary.. The publie 
schools were to commence on the 17th, but we instructed the 
trustees of both schools, white and black, to postpone and 
wait further c evelopmeuts, which they did till the first of Oc- 
tober, and they are now under headway. No new cases and 
no danger apprehended at all. 


So far as finding out the number of vaccinations performed | 
in the county in 1882 and 1883 is impossible. I send you @ 
statement from a few physicians in the county and,you will 
have to figure from them. I would gladly furnish you with 
the information if I could. | 

Our eity is in good sanitary condition. County j 
good order and well kept. Sanitary condition, with the excep- 
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tion of two things, good, viz: drainage and drinking water 
The latter is now carried a distance of near half mile, but a 
cistern is now being dug within the jail walls. The prevailing 
disease has been, this year, of a venereal type—syphilis and 
gonorrhoea; few cases of fever, only three deaths. The build- 
ing is new and well ventilated. 

The.public schools, both white and black, are in fine sani- 
tary condition and so are all the public buildings generally, as 
regards health and fire. The market houses and butcher Stalls 
are well kept and in good healthy order. 

There was a pool of stagnant water in the city that had been 
here for several years. We had it filled and that part of the 
city has beeu much healthier this year. Had this done in 
Juve. " z 

In July, after receiving your circular, we put a notice in the 
two city papers, addressed to the Mayors and Aldermen of 
incorporated towns of Yazoo county, requesting them to organ- 
ize Boards of Health, and the Mayor of Yazoo City called a 
meeting of the city authorities and had health rules and regu- 
lations for the city printed and put up in publie places. Also 
appointed an inspector and we took charge of the matter and 
had the city thoroughly cleansed and kept so. Our city has a 
standing Sanitary Committee. "E 

August 1?th, we went out and took a *birds.eye view" of 
the Yazoo county poor-house, which I think should be called 
*the poor man's hospital," for our Board of Supervisors never 
send any there except those who are sick and can't get a phy- 
sician or sick and need attention. The grounds and water are 
in good condition, but the houses are sorry indeed, low, almost 
on the ground, poorly ventilated and not fit to live in. I told 
the Board of Supervisors what was needed, but they don't act. 

September 13th, visited the swamp in the vicinity of Wolf 
Lake, for the purpose of investigating things; found some of 
the water good and pure and some not; instructed them what 
to do, also told them to sprinkle lime along the edge of tlie 
waier as it receded. Some other work we have done toward 
the drainage of the city, but so little, won't make any mention 
of it, or rather, won't go into particulars. 

Silver City—Dr. F. Nailer’s report—Healthy. Has only 
been there since April. In May, June and July an epidemic 
of dysentery. 

Deasonville—Dr. Henderson says: During last winter and 
spring, an epidemic of, measles; since then unusually healthy; 
50 per cent. less malarial cases. 

Belle Prairie, Yazoo River, some distance above Yazoo City 
—Dr. Brown says: sickness 30 per cent. less this year. Re- 
mittent and intermittent, with a few cases of hematuria. Vac- 
cinations performed in 1882, 100. Good success. Obtained 
virus from Hardaway & Co., Vicksburg. No vaccinations in 
1882. Few fatal cases in his practice. 
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Free Run, north-western part of county—Dr. Chester: More 
sickness this year than for the past three or four. Remittent 
and intermittent fevers—congestion among children. Vaccin- 
ated 7, 3 success{ul—good scars. Obtained virus from you. 

Dover—Dr. S. D. Robertson; Less sickness this year. Re- 
mittent and intermittent fevers. 

The county generally has been much healthier this season 
than usual. 

I begun this report several days ago. but as another case of 
scarlet fever made its appearance, thought I would wait and 
see what it was going to do. This case is thought to be im- 
ported, as the child just returned Saturday week and was 
attacked Tuesday night. Another case reported to me this 
'morning. Will report to you as they appear. 

This is all, I believe, to report. Am afraid we will have an 
epidemic of scarlet fever. Will keep you posted. 


YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. H. A. Gant, Chief Health Officer. 


In the months of January and February of last year I re- 
ceived at different times supplies of vaccine virus from the 
State Board of Health, which was used by myself and other 
physicians of the county, to whom I distributed it, to vaccinate 
all who applied. It is impossible to say how niany persons 
were thus protected, as I could not get accurate records of 
the cases, but I would estimate the number vaccinated from 
the points furnished by the State Board of Health and its 
products at from 800 to 1000. When properly used, I do not 
think the virus ever failed to take in primary cases except a. 
small number of points which were kept on hand too long be- 
fore being used. It was very generally successful, and the 
vaccinations gave rise, in a few cases, to a high fever with a 
slight general pustular.eruption of the skin which very much 
resembled varioloid. In other cases a very angry, ugly ulcer 
was caused by the vaccination, but this generally was the result 
of exposure of tbe parties vaccinated to the inclemency of the” 
weather or to bad hygienic influences or of general bad health. 
The number of bad sore arms among the employees of the 
Yocoma Mills, who were constantly changing from the over- 
heated air of the factory to the cold without, was at one time 
alarming. but they all recovered without permanent impair- 
ment or loss of use of arm. 

In the months of May, June and July of this year we 
had quite an epidemic of measles in Water Valley and vicin- 
ity. It was of very mild type but attacked a large number 
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of our citizens, there being 75 to 100 cases at one times. 
There were no deaths. The months of August and Septem- - 
ber have been more unhealthy than the same months of the- 
preceding years. There have been more cases of intermittent 

fever than usual and a large number of cases of continued 

malarial fever which assumed, to a certain extent, the charac- 

ter of, and is pronounced by some, to be typhoid fever, but. 
which warts, in the majority of cases, the diagnostic symp-- 
toms of typhoid fever, especially the enteric symptoms, ang” 
which is, I think, a malarial continued fever dependent upon 

the long continued hot and exceedingly dry weather. We 

have had less rain this summer than we have had in any sum- 

mer before in the recollection of the oldest inhabitants, and 

yet we have had more chills and fevers. This feveris not only 

prevalent in town, where there would more probably be a 
cause for typhoid fever, but generally over the county. It is. 
not very fatal—only two or three deaths having come to my 

knowledge. It lasts from three to six weeks and does not. 
yield to quinine. It does not seem to be contagious, but. 
several members of the same familv often have it. 

In the early part of June I issued a health or sanitary notice: 
to the citizens of Water Valley urging them to clean up and 
disinfect their premises by the liberal use of unslaked lime and: 
solutions of copperas. "This notice was enforced by the Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen, and ‘the City Marshal from time to 
time reported many minor nuisances which were promptly 
abated. On the 20th of June I made a special visit to the 
county jail at Coffeeville and found jt in excellent sanitary 
condition. No diseases have prevailed in either of our jails, 
which could be attributed to their filthy condition. The jail. 
at Water Valley is not well ventilated, but as prisoners are 
confined in it only temporarily I have not condemned it, but 
continually urge the Board of Mayor and Aldermen to renovate- 
it, which they promise to do. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR 1882-83. 


POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS, {ECRETARY'’S OFFICE. 


1882, 


Feb. 18 
March 6 
` 10 


April — 
July 


Dr. 
To cash on hand from 1881.. ........... $ 8 90 
To amountfrom Auditor ............... 140 61 
To amount dite secretary to balanee...... 9 90 
$ 159 41 

Cr. 
By postage stamps............. 000000. g 100 


By postal wrappers... 6... uoun ceres. eee 1 
By postage stampS............ 0.020006. 5 
By postoffice box rent ....... ......... 1 50 
By postage stamps 5 
By postal wrappers 2 
By telegram sent............. eee eee ee 50 


** 9 see eee ese eevee teas 


9 9 » 9 * à * $9 * 6 e * * 6 ee * * eae 


By telegram 86D... icio esee ees eras 1 05 
By postoffice box rent.................. 2 50 
By telegram sent................... ee 50 
By telegrams sent.. s.a, aeaaaee 1 05 
By telegrams sent .. ...... aaaea ju 1 65 
By telegrams received.................. ^ 65 
By telegrams received..................4. 15 
By telegrams received........., uo Win dit 25 
By postage stamps.......00 000000000... 6 00 
py telegram sent...........0.....0..... 1 40 
By telegram received .................. 15 
By telegrams sent to members, calling & 

nieelih9. luu xi Rae See ck jx IIIS 6 00 
By telegram sent. .............uuuuuuuu. 3 90 
py postoffice box rent, ete... a.a... 4 45 
By telegram received...) , llla 2 05 
By telegram received................... 65 
By postage stamps..............,.uuuu.. 9 00 
By telegrams sent .........,..,.,,,. uu 8 40 
By telegrams received...,.,.. 1 90 
By telegrams received... aana 1 50 
By telegrams received 0.000000... 2 55 


By telegram. received i., L,e. 65 
By telegram sent... .. 


pred 
fused 
e 


"* 9525242222299 52 »^2.&99* 


Aug. 
“ept. 1 


Oct. 


Nov. 
Dec. 1 


1883. 
April 28 
Oct. 13 
Dec. 31 


1883. 


Jan. — 
5 
8 
27 
12 
12 
25 
March 17 
19 

24 

. 30 
April 3 


Feb. 
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By telegram received 
By telegram received.......... ..6eeeee 
By telegraph. Company's account......... 
By telegram received 
By telegram received............. Lese 
By telegram received............. sees. 
By postage stamps ......... eese 
By telegram received................ee. 
By telegram received................6-- 
By postage &tamps..... leen n 
By telegram sent... ..... 00... eee cece eee 
By express on vaccine virus 
By telegram received 
By telegraph Compatiy’s account 
By telegram sent.... ......... eese - 
By telegram received 
By telegram sent............. eee 
By telegrams sent and received............. 
By expressage on vaccine virus.......... 
By postage stamps.........seeeeeee 
By telegrams sent... 
By postal wrappers... ....... 02.6 eee eee 
By expressage oa vaccine virus 
By postage stamps......... 0200s eee cee 
By postoffice account and box rent. es... 
By postage stamps ..... 
By telegrams sent..........-.-. Aug hae iad 
By postage stamps........ eese 


*» "99 «29922992 ee ere tgo‘ 


* € 9 & * 9 9 9 s 9 € GO » 9 9 € 9 * 9 


* "9*2" C8 Dow 
e € & 9 9 9 5» 9$ 9 eo ese 9 9 * * 6e * 
eee ts coo 

“ee we 


e € o €9 * 6$ 9 9 9* € à 9 » save we 


senso 9 9 d 


** «89 * 5 09.959292 


Dr. 
To amount from Auditor........ shod odas 
To amount from Auditor.. ..... 
To amount from Auditor...... 


Cr. 

By amount due Secretary on 1882 
By postoffice account, box rent, etc ’..... 
By postage stamps . rm 

By telegram ‘sent 
By telegram sent 
By postage stan. ps 
By telegrams received and sent 
By telegram received... essees eee ee eee 
By postage stamps . 

By telegram sent 
By telegram sent. ....... eee cee reese 
By telegram received 
By telegram received.... ....... 


s.: © © CB 2a eos eae se eevee 


aam. sse 2 


wec. e * 9 s c| c9 €. o» » t $9 9 * * £9 -» 


eee c. c. n fn 


es- c 2 0 seon ososan ebola’ 


€ * 9 - 9 es am Bee te ewe ee 


By postoffice box rent..........-..-- ss 


— HM 


$ 159 41 


$ 43 52 
68 52 
18 12 


$ 130 16 


9 90 
3 07 
6 00 
25 
45 
6 00 
90 
65 
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April 16 By postage stamps .... 22. «e Lee ee eee 6 00 
June 13 By postage stamps.. k^ quor dr “grins res 7 00 
20 By postage stamps ... Pedes 50 

27 By telegrams received and sent bb caus 1 80 

28 By telegram BONG deno LPS E PEE RS 1 75 

30 By telegram received .......... aas meds 25 

July 3 By telegram sent....................06- 1 55 
5 By telegram sent . : Dioec 40 

6 By postoffice account, box rent, BEG aie 2 59 

9 By telegrams received and sent,......... 3 30 

11 By telegram received.. .. J... 0. ee eee eee 25 

18 By postage stamps and wrappers ....... 7 58 

Aug. 10 By telegrams sent ... .. "m 2 25 
11 By telegr ams sent and received .. ...... 8 75 

14 By telegram received ... ....... ...... 50 

16 By telezram SONG. pr 50 

17 By telegrams received and sent... .. .. 1 30 

18 By telegram sent. ......... 62.0 fee eee eee 55 

19 By telegram received "PP "pm 1 45 

20 By telegrams sent and received Xd EE 4 35 

21 By telegram received ... ... 0.2.26 eee 1 00 

22 By telegrams sent and received |... 3 10 

23 By telegr am received ..« ... ... couce 1 85 

28 By telegram BOD ue usd aged ape ix 80 

Sept. 4 By postage stamps ....... 26.020. 00: 3 00 
18 By telegrams sent .. ... ... sees 1 90 

22' By postage stamps ... .. E 3 00 

Oct. 10 By telegrams sent and received ... ..... 3 20 
ll By telegrams Selb- can. ots EE Sao: hee 1 65 

12 By telegrams sent and received ... ..... 3 40 

14 By telegram received .G0 teow’. ocho 65 

15 By telegram received ... ; 3 45 

21 By expressage on package to Dr, Rice.. 25 

Nov. 4 By telegram received ... ... ... ...... 75 
6 By postoffice account and box rent ..... 3 12 

13 By telegram received ..  ... .......--. 95 

14 By postal cards ... de eere Gee EAS 50 

17. By telegram received ......: .....-.--. 1 T 

22' By telegram sent.... oa. aao ee see 10 

Cash on hand........ "p 6 00 

$ 130 16 


POSTAGE AND TELEGRAMS UNDER ACT TO REGULATS THE PRAC- 
TICE OF MEDICINE. 


1882. Dr. 
April 26 To amount from Auditor 2.2.0.0... 0.066. $ 75 00 
July 1 To amount from Auditor .... ........-, 83 19 


$ 158 19 
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1882. Cr. 
Mar. 31 By postage stamps and wrappers. .... ...$ 912 
April 11 By postage stamps ....... epe mbtu eee! 10 00 . 
20 By postage stamps ....... "CEU 10 00 
26 By postal cards... oes e o mua 50 
28 By postage stamps ... ...... cece eee . 15 00 
May 4 By postage stamps........ sees nee 15 00 
12 By postage stamps ..................... 15 00 
16- By postal Caras, uses oy es eeu UR En 1 00 
19 By postage stamps......... esses 15 00 
23 By postage stamps ....... .... eee 12 00 
29 By postage stamps .............eeeeee 6 00 
June 2 By postage stamps........ Lees 12 00 
7 By postal wrappers .... — ..... 0. eee eee 1 12 
9 By postage stamps............ lees ; 6 00 
10 By postage stamps.... ..........-- ose 6 00 
13 By telegram sent........ m 45 
15 By postage stamps ... .. .... wee sess 6 00 
20 By postage stamps ... ... sru seen 6 00 
22 By postage stamps ....... ate ab aed 6 00 
Cash on hand iussus m ueri tah 6 00 
: $ 158 19 
1883. Dr. | ` 
To cash on hand from 1882 .... ....... $ 600 
1883. Cr. an 
Dec. 7 By postage stamps ... .. ... ... .-..$ 6 00 


ON ACCOUNT OF SMALL-POX. UNDER THE SPECIAL 
APPROPRIATION OF 1882. 


1882. Dr. 
Feb. 1 To amount from Anditor............... $ 735 10 
15 To amount from Auditor..... uM E . 266 80 
27 To amount from Auditor....... ... ... 834 71 
May 15 To amount from Auditor....... ......., 300 00 
15 Toamount from Auditor...... eec... 335 20 
Sept. 13 To amount from Auditur............... . 815 55 
Oct. 17 To amount from Auditor. ...... TI . 639 83 
97 To amount from Auditor... — ........ 334 40 
Nov. 8 To amount from Auditor... ........... 1,239 00 
$5,000 59 
Cr. 
1882. Vaccine Virus. 


Jan. 24 By amount paid express company on 2000 
ivory points of virus from Dr. Henry A. 
Martin & Son ..... aa. cesseesee eee eee 182 75 


188 
Jan. 25 


Feb. 1 


Jan. 20 


Feb. 1 


Feb. 20 


Jan. 14 


Feb. 9 


22 
March 1 
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By amount paid express company on 2000 
ivory points of virus from Dr. Henry A. 
Martin: & Son acs: mekcowk IRE eras 

By amount paid express company on 2000 
ivory points of virus from Dr. Henry A. 
Martin-& Son: 424.35 vosaeqes ad eer to 

By amount paid express company on 2000 
ivory poiuts of virus from Dr. Henry A. 
Martin & Son iis ro ERO E nus 

By amount paid express company on 1000 
points of virus from Drs. J. L. & L. F. 
Suesserotb ..ecceeeeo eee htt 

By amount paid express company on 1500 
points of virus. from Drs. J. L. & L. F. 
Suesserotb sose oE lee eee er nnn 

By amount paid express company on 1500 
points of virus irom Drs. J. L. & L. F. 
MILII Qj M ——À 

By expressage on 3000 points of virus.... 

By expressage on 7000 points of virus.... 

By amount paid for draft and exchange in 
payment of Drs. J. L. & L. F. Suesse- 
rott's bill for 10,000 points of virus.... 


Postage. 
By postage stamps and wrappers ........ 
By postal wrappers ...........0 see eee 
By postage stamps................-406- 
By postage stamps.......... eee 
By postage stamps.... ... TP Mapa 
By postage stamps .. —€— Skea 
By postage stamps. ......... sese 
By postage stamps......... lees —— 


Printing and Stationery. 
By amount paid J, L. Power's bill....... 


Telegrams. 
By telegrams sent........... eese 
By telegrams sent and received.......... 
By telegrams sent and received.... ..... 
By telegrams sent and received ... ..... 
By telegram received........ Klaus wee 
By telegrams received and sent.... ..... 
By telegrams received-and sent ......... 
By telegram sent..... 0.2... 0. eee ee eens 
By telegrams received and sent...... Ld 
By telegrams received andsent ........... 
By telegram received............ ---... 
By telegram received .................. 
By telegram received............... uus. 


183 50 


184 60 


184 25 


67 20 


99 80 


99 80 
1 00 
1 75 


652 43 


17 56 
84 


March 1 

2 

3 

22 
April 12 
May 15 
May 15 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 13 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 18 
Occ. 18 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 27 


Oct. 


27 
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By telegram received..... "— eee 60 
By telegrams sent................ eese 1 40 
By telegrams received................e. 80 
By telegrarns sent .................. es 1 35 


Vaccine Virus 
By amount paid for draft and exchange in 
' payment of Drs. J. L. and L. F. Sues- 
serott’ bills of March 2d and 23d, for 
400 points of virus,................ 26 15 
By amount of Dr. T. Jones’ bill for servi- 
ces as Inspector and vaecine virus in 
matter of small-pox in DeSoto county 335 20 
By amount of Dr. E. D. Beanland's bill 
for services as Inspector in matter of` 
small-pox in Panola county.......... 300 00 
By amount paid Drs: J. L. and L. F. Seus-  . 
serott’s bill for 1000 points of viras.. 65 25° 
By amount paid Dr. C. A. Rice's bill for 
services as Inspector and expenses in 
the matter of smallpox in Bolivar 
JOODBEN GS vs co equis edite test PTAE Hee 219 00 
By exchange on drafts..........0.0e cece 2 10 
By amount J. W. Dulaney, M. D., bill for 
services as Inspector in the matter of 
small pox in Bolivar county........ 300 00 
By amount paid L. C. Dulaney’s bill for 
services as guard in the matter of 
smail-pex in Bolivar county........ 90 00 
By amount paid J. J. Montgomery's bill 
for services as guard in the matter 
' of small-pox in Bolivar county...... 90 00 
By amount paid Henry Simmon's bill for 
services as guard in the matter of 
small-pox in Bolivar county......... 60 00 
By amount paid Martin Maury's bill for 
services as guard in the matter of 
small-pox in Bolivar county......... 60 00 
By amount paid Frank & Co's bill for lime 
furnished in matter of small-pox in 
Bolivar county. ... ......... eee 1 50 
By amount paid J. J. Miles’ bill for disin- 
|  fectants,.and freight on same in matter 
of small-pox in Bolivar cou n e- 
By amount paid Dr. W. F. Hyer,s bill 
for services as inspector in matter of 
small-pox in Tallahatchie and Leflore 
COUNTER PNE 230 00 
By amonnt paid Dr. W. F. Hyer’s bill for 
expenses as Inspector in matter of 
small-pox in Tallahatchie and Lefore 
opi RT —Á—— 104 40 
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Nov. 8 


Nov. 8 
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By amount paid Dr. C. Hoover's bill for ser- 
vices as Inspector in the matter of 
small-pox in Pike county............ 

By amoznt paid Athey.& Tegarden for 
disinfectents in the matter of small- 
pox in Pixe county. .... 

By amount paid Dr. J. W. Dulaney, ser- 
vices as Inspector in the matter of 
small-pox in Bolivar county......... 

By amount paid Dr. J. W. Dulaney’ s bill 
for virus and disinfectants in the mat- 
ter of small-pox in Bolivar county... 

By amount of J. J. Montgomery’s biil for 
services as guard in the matter of 
small-pox in Bolivar county ........ 

By amount of L. C. Dulaney’s bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Bolivar COUNTY dec Sor. Sass 

By amount of Martin Maury’s bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of sinall- 
pox in Bolivar county.... ......... 

By amount Henry Simmons’ bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Bolivar county ....... ..... 

By amount Drs. J. L. & L. F. Suesser- 
ott's bill for 4,000 poiats of virus. 


502 75 


4 20 


170 00 


122 05 


54 00 


54 00 


36 00 


36 00 
260 00 


———— MÀ! $5002 94 


ON ACCOUNT OF SMALL-POX UNDER THE GENERAL LAW OF THE 


1882. 
Nov. 8 
Dec. 6 

30 

1883. 
Jan. 25 
Feb. 15 
March 5 

9 

15 

29 
April 28 
June 5 
5 


BOARD. 
Dr. 

To amount from Auditor................ $ 184 50 
To amount from Auditor................ 2516 07 
To amount from Auditor............... 113 90 
To amount from Auditor............... 264 55 
To amount from Auditor............... 54 00 
To amount from Auditor.. 127 55 
To amount from Auditor. . cc 670 00 
To amount from Auditor............... 172 75 
To amount from Auditor............... 232 20 
To amount from Auditor...... ... 112 50 
To amount from Auditor .............. 97 50 
To amount from Dr. C. A. Rice, it being 

amount returned by him which was 

overpaid him on his account for ex- 

penses in the matter of small-pox in 

Holmes county, on account of an error 

in addition, which was overlooked... 2 00 


June 15 
July 16 
Aug. 28 
Dec. 13 
1882. 
Nov. 8 
8 
8 
Dec. 6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
Dec. 6 
Dee. 18 
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To amount from Auditor................. 

To amount from Anditor................ 
To amount from Auditor............ osese 
To amount from Auditor ................ 
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991 .50 
500 00 
810 70 


1553 00 


t S gai 


$7882 72 


CR. 


By amount G. Walker's bill for services as 
guard in the matter of small-pox in 


Pike county ire 3406s nhu Visa see $ 107 50 


By amount B. Mathis' bill for services as 
guard in the matter of small. p in 

Pike county ....... 
By amount W. P. Mixon’s bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Pike COUNTY ossa a suis oes ee 

By amount J. J. Montgomery's bill for 
services as guard in the matter of 
small-pox in Bolivar county......... 

By amount Henry Simmons’ bill for ser- 
.vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Bolivar county . 

By amount Dr. G. W. Trimble’s bill for 
services of self as Inspector,and amount 
paid guards in the matter of small- p 
in Tallahatchie and Leflore counties. 

By amount Dr. J. A. Davies’ bill for ser- 
vices as Inspector in the matter ' of 
small pox in DeSoto county.......... 

By amount Alex Elder’s bill for services as 
guard in the matter of small-pox in 
DeSoto COUNDY coco cocido i ect a 

By amount of Wall Bros. & Lamb’s bill 
for disinfectants, etc., in the matter of 
small-pox in DeSoto county X pena s 

By amount J. J. Miles’ bill for disinfectants 
in the matter of small-pox in ivi 
pbi E 

By amount Dr. C. A. Rice's bill for services 
as Inspector in the matter of small-pox 
in Bolivar and Coahoma coanties ... 

By amount paid Dr. C. A. Rice, expenses 
in the matter of small-pox in Coahoma 
and Bolivar counties............... 

By amount L. C, Dulaney's bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Bolivar county.............. 

By amount Martin Maury's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Bolivar ecounty..............eeses. 


19 50 
57 50 
36 00 


34 00 


680 17 
100 00 
69 00 
46 50 
10 00 
590 00 
203 40 


111 00 


25 
25 


25 


25 


Feb. 15 


Mareh 5 


5 
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By amount C. T. Mason's bill for convey- 
ing 11 small-pox patients to hospital 
in matter of small-pox ia Bolivar 
COUDLY.. 2. ccc ewe cere meee ences 


By amount P. M. M. Alexander’s bill for 
services as guard in the matter of small 
pox in Holmes COUNEY «cos aces 

By amount Peter Adams’ bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Holmes county... .. 2... 26.022 een 

By amount F. A. Wyatt’s bill for lime fur- 
nished in the matter of small-pox in 
Holmes ecountv........ ..... ee eens 

By amount of the Drs. Suesserott bill for 
1000 points of virus. ss 

By amount Mark's bill for lime, whitewash 
heads and yellow calico in th? matter 
of small-pox in Holmes county...... 

By amount B. Lemly's bill for 500 points 
of vaccine virus.. 

By amount paid DeSoto county through. P 
M. Black, President of the Board of 
Supervisors, the amount of their bill 
for disinfectants, guards, and trans- 
porting sick to the pest-house, in the 
matter of small-pox in that county in 
T882 Mads ive Gone VER S hates 

By amount James M. Godfrey’s bill for 
services as guard in the matter of 
small-pox in Hoimes county .......... 

By amount Richard Cross’ bill for services 
as guard in the matter of duni id in 
Holmes county. 

By amount Vardry McBee’s bil for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Holmes COUDLY uu e pes des 

By amount Gus Asher & ‘Co.’s bill for dis- 
infectants furnished in the matter of 
small-pox in Holmes county..... 

By amount of bill of Vieksburg & Meri- 
dian Railroad for freight on mattresses 
cots and pillows from Jackson to 
Vicksburg in the matter of small-pox 
in Holmes county........ .......... 

By amount of Byron Lemly’s bill for 1500 
points of vaccine virus............. 

By amount of bills of steamer E. C. Carroll, 
Jr., for freight on articles from Vicks- 


burg to Lynehfield in tbe matter of 


small-pox in Holmes county ........ 


92 00 


26 65 
13 50 


4 00 
65 00 


4 T5 
37 50 


68 75 
58 30 
50 00 
50 00 


52 20 


1 80 
112 50 


March 9 
15 
15 


15 


17 


29 
29 


April 28 


June 5 


15 


15 


15 


13 
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By amount of Dr. C. A. Rice’s bill for ser- 
vices as Inspector in the matter of 
small-pox in Holmes county ........ 


- By amount of Richard Cross’ bill for ser- 


vices as guard in the matier of small- 
pox in Holmes county ... ......... 
By amount Byron Lemly’s bill for 500 
points vaccine virus................ 
By amount of bills of steamer E. C. Car- 
roll, Jr., for freight on articles and for 
passage of Dr. C. A. Rice, Inspector, 
from Lynchfield to Vicksburg........ 
By amount of Jimes M. Godfrey’: s bill for 
services as guard iu the matter of 
small-pox in ‘Holmes county ........ 
By amount of John Sehlottman's bill for 
drayage on articles in the matter of 
small-pox in Holmes county and for 
freight paid on articles shipped from 
Meridian to Vicksburg.... ........ 
By amount Dr. C. A. Rice's bill for ex- 
penses as Inspector in the matter of 
smali pox in Holmes county ....... 
By amount of B. Lemly's bill of March 
18, for 500 points vaccine virus......... 
By amount of John. Schlottman’s bill for 
drayage on quarantine property in 
1882 


eee eee es ss © we 9*9 ee ee eee te we 


By amount Byron Lemly’s biils for 1500. 


points of virus, furnished on March 
26th and April 1st and 9th.. ..... 
By amount Byron Lemly's bill of A pril 
16th, for 500 points vaccine virus ... 
By amount paid into the treasury, it being 
the amount refunde? by Dr. C. A. Rice 
over-paid him on ins account for ex- 
penses in the matter of small-pox in 
Holmes county.............seese ss 
By amount Dr. W. T. Balfour's bill for 
services as Inspector in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county ....... 
‘By amount Charles McCoy’s bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county... ...,.. me 
By amount John Finnimore' S ; bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county.. T 
Dy amount Joseph Hooper's bill for : ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pex in Warren county... sese 
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June 15 


15 
15 
July 16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
Aug. 28 
28 
28 
28 


28 
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By amount Wm. Busselman’s bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren County. cos ccu ps eve 


. By amount A. B. Hardin's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in: 


Warren spin Pm 

By amount Jerry Healy's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren COUDLY (aas ce eer Roi, raaa 

By amount Dr. W. T. Balfour's bill for 
services as Inspector in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county.......... 

By amount Wash Phillips' bill for services 
as güard in the matter Sca nos in 
Warren COUNTY eri rus EE meses 

By amount Gilbert Walker's bill for servi- 
ces as guard in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren county........ sosse 

By amount Jerry Healy’s bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county ........... se ee eee 

By amount Wm. Busselman's bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county... Seese" 

By amount Charles McCoy’s bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of sirall- 
pox in Warren eounty.... ......... 

By amount John Finnimore's bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren COME. Suus Leo ote 

By amount Joseph Hooper bill forlservices 
as guard in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren County........ lees 

By amount A. B. Hardin's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren County cce xc ei nen 

By amount Dr. W. T. Balfour’s bill for 
services as Inspector in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county . XT 

By amount D. G. Walton's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of or in 
Warzen county........ lesse. 

By amount A. B. Hardin’s bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren GODBbY Lo ducoet Haeo cus 

By amount Joseph Hooper's bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county ..... vermes 

By amount Wash Phillips’ bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Waften county...............0 eee 


24.50 
68 25 
24 50 
150 00 


17 £0 


52 50 
52 50 
52 50 


155 00 


Aug, 28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28 


28 


28 
28 
- 98 


28 
Dec. 14 


14 
| 14 


14 


2 
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By amount Jerry Sims’ bill for services as 
guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county............. eere 

By amount James Thomas' bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox i in 
Warren county............ .... eee 

By amount Gilbert Walker's bill for ser- 


vices as guard in the matter of small-. 


pox in Warren county.. : 
By amount Wm. Busselman’s ‘pill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county........ eese. 
By amount Jerry Healy's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren eounty.......... LL. T€ 
By amount Charles McCoy’s bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren COUNLY-- «e eaae 


By amount John Finnimore’s bill for ser- . 


vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren coünty....... eese. 
By amount Harrison Lane's bill for hauling 
lime and sulphur in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county......... 
By amount Frank Howard's bill for white- 
washing at various times in July, 1883, 
in the matter of small-pox in Warren 
county ........ voee eh oeo 
By amount Gus Asher & Co.’s bill for dis- 
infectants furnished in the matter.of 
small-pox in Warren county kd cis caes 
By amount P. Keefe & Co.'s bill for arti- 
cles furnished in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county.............. 
By amount W. O. Worrell's bill for lime 
furnished in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren county.. 
By amount Byron Lemly' 8 bill for 1750 


points of vaccine virus.......... Lee. ; 


By amount Richard Campbell’s bill for 
services in the matter of ees in 
Warren county.............see sees 

By amount Jerry Healy’s bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county............eeeee ee 

By amount Sylvester Jones’ bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small. 
pox in Warren county... à 

By amount Reuben Cook's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of smali-pox in 
Warren COUDLY 6.0.00 2 eun $23 ores 
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54 25 


64 25 - 


64 25 
54 25 
64 25 
54 25 


54 25 


14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 


14 


14 


14 


14 
14 
14 


14 
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By amount Wm. Busselman’s bill for servi- 
ces as guard in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren County.............0-00- 

By amount Frank Howard's bill for white- 

washing houses in matter of ge 
in Warren county... ees ees 


By amount Addison Young’s bill for haul- 
ing lime ard sulphur in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county......... 

By amount Wylie Blanton’s bill for haul- 
ing lime in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren COUNLY.G4aGutoreneeuwe ps 

By amount Enos Shepherd’s bill for haul- 
ing lime and sulphur in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county......... 

By amount Sandy Morris’ bill for hauling 
lime and sulphur in the matter of 
small.pox in Warren county ......... 

By amount Jerry Sims’ bill for guarding in 
the matter of smallpox in Warren 
COUNTY M Vises se tes eee Gees ieee ees 

By amount James Thomas! bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county............. 000 eee 

By amount John Finnimore’s bill for ser- 
vices as guard in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county.............. 

By amount Charles McCoy’s bill for servi- 
ces as guard in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren cOUnly.. csta .- cwn 

By amount H. L. Blake's bill for labor and 
material for white-washing and fumi- 
gating in the matter of small- -pox in 
Warren COUDLY 5o rua esha ese 

By amount Gilbert Walker’s bill for servi- 

' ces as guard in the matter of small- 
‘pox in Warren county....  ........ 

By amount Dr. W. T. Balfour's bill for ser- 
vices as Inspector in the matter of 
small-pox iu Warren county......... 

By amount Wash Phillips’ bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 


Warren GOUnbys.. siecle I ones : 


By amount Gilbert Walker's bill for white» 
washing houses in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county.............. 

By amount Wash Phillips’ bill for white- 
washing houses in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county.............. 


21 00 
20 00 
5o 

1 00 
50 

75 
874 
29 75 
63 00 


63 00 


B 00 


61 25 


227 50 


61 25 


5 00 


Dee. 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 
14 


14 


“14 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 
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By amount Mrs. Mary S. Blake's bill for 
wagon and team.to move patients to 
pest-house in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren county ......... ooe sess. 

By amount W. O. Worrell's bill for lime 
furnished in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren county.... .......... 

By amount Gus. Asher & Co.’s bill for sul- 
phur furnisbed in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county ....... ..... 

By amount P. Keefe & Co.’s bill for white- 
wash heads in the matter of small pox 
in Warren county ............ Less. 

By amount Dr. C. A. Rice's bill for servi- 
ces as Inspector in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county.............. 

By amount Joseph Hooper's bill for servi- 
ces as guard in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren eounty....... leen 

By amount Charles Grimes' bill for servi- 
ces as guard in the matter of small pox 
in Warren county.. .. 

By amount J. P. Elmore's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren eounty........ cee eee eee 

By amount James Gill’s bill for services as 
sanitary policeman in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county..... 


By amcunt B. H. Grimes’ bill for services 


) 


as guard in the matter of smallpox i in 


Warten County. 2... . cece ceeeee 
By amount Allen Thomas’ bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county............. eere. 
By amount Lewis Kent’s bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren eounty....... leeren 
By amount Frank Toney's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county... eene 
By amount William Wilson's bill for servi- 
ces as guard in the matter of small-pox 
in Warren eounty..... llle eee eee 
By amount Frank Howard's bill for services 
as white-washer and disinfector in the 
matter of small-pox in Warren county 
By amount William Scott's bill for services 
as White-washer and disinfector in the 
matter of small-pox in Warren county 


7 


11 


3 


4 


310 


52 


52 


29 


35 


15 


31 


29 


19 


197 


50 


25° 


50 


50 


00 


50 


75 


198 
Dec. 14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
13 
1882. 
July 15 
29 
Sept. 4 
13 
18 
22 
Oct. 17 
27 
Nov. 22 
1833. 
Sept. 10 
Dec. 13 


im 
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By amount A. B. Hardin's bill for services 
as guard in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county..........-. se. eee 12 25 
By amount John Schlottman’s bill for haul- 
ing tent and lime in the matter of 
small-pox in Warren county.... .... 3 50 
By amount Curphey & Muady’s bill for 
strips furnished in the matter of small- 
. pox in Warren county........... see ^ 1835 
By amount Baer & Bro.’s bill for yellow 
calico furnished in the matter of small. 
pox in Warren county.............. ] 50 
By amount Chas. Peine’s bill for transfer- 
ring small-pox patients to pest-house, 
and horse hire, in the matter of small- 
pox in Warren county ............. 71 00 
By amount Gus. Asher & Co.'s bill for sul- 
phur and white-wash heads furnished 
in the matter of small-pox in Warren 
'eounty........ ache e sedens M eere ed 1 85 
By amount P. Keefe & Co 's bill for disin- 
fectánts and white-wash heads fur- 
nished in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren county... . uo 9 n 18 30 
By amount W.O. Worrel!'s bill for lime fur- 
nished in the matter of small-pox in 
Warren eounty.. cas Sue bs cure 3 50 
By amount Byron Lemly’s bills for 1750 
points vaccine virus furnished on Aug. 
16th, Sept. 21st, Oct. 5th and Nov. 7th 131 26 


$7,882 72 
QUARANTINE. 
Dr. 

To amount from Auditor................ $740 00 
To amount from Auditor....... Pest Gee 215 65 
To amount from Auditor ............... 102 46 
'To amount from Auditor ..... bee c cM 320 85 
To amount from Auditor.... ........... 71 10 
To amount from Auditor............... . 917 50 
To amount from Auditor................ 636 14 
To amount from Auditor............ s... 74 37 
To amount from Auditor............. . 628 50 

To amount refunded by Rice & Co., freight 
charged in their bill................ 1 00 
To amount from Auditor................ 265 35 
To amount from Auditor.... ... p 395 34 


1882, 


July 


Sept. 


22 


Mississippr Stare Boarp or HEALTH. 


= 


Cr. 
By Cassidy & Miller's biil for 12 tents and 
Ireight lcs sredite ba pU EE YN 
By H. B, Bruser's bill of July 12th, for ar- 
ticles for quarantine stations and 


By Rice & Co's bill of July 18th, for arti- 
cles for quarantine stations and 
freig ll oeste x E rest eet ese 

By freight bill C., St. L. and N. O. R. R., on 
tents from New Orle»ns to Vicksburg.. 

By Hamilton, Allen & Co's bill for cots, 
etc., for quarantine stations, ........ 

By freight bill C., St. L and N.O. R. R., 


on cots, etc., from Jackson to Osyka. . 


By freight bill A. G. S. R. R, Vicksburg - 


Division, on cots, ete., on way to Fort 
Adüms. cocina, vhs RIEN etr oes 
By Cassidy & Miller's bill for 12 tent flies 
for quarantine stations, ......... 
By amount paid for dratt on Vicksburg, in 
in payment of Rice & Co's, and H. B. 
Bruser's bills of August.... ....... 
By amount paid W. B. Brown, Sanitary 
Policeman, expenses from Holly 
Springs to Osyka qurantine station... 
By amount paid Dr. W. F. Hyer, quarantine 
officer, expenses to and at Osyka 
quarantine station.................- 
By amount Michael Hart’s bill, articles 
furnished Osyka quarantine station... 
By amount Dr. C. A. Rice’s bill for ser- 
vices and expenses as Inspector sent 
to New Orleans............ sss ? 
By amount M. M. Evan’s, draft for Dant- 
zler & Evan's bill, for articles furnished 
Jackson county quarantine station at 
Grand Bay ... rcs kae EX S exa 
By amount Cassidy & Miller's bill for four 
tents and flies for Jackson county 
quarantine station.......... esses 
By freight, bill A. G. S. Railroad, (Vicks- 
burg Division) on tents, ;etc., from 
Vicksburg to Meridian (this bill was 
paid by Dr. Blanks a* Meridian, and 
amount refunded to him) .......... 
By amount paid Dr. John F. Therrel, 
quarantine officer at Fort Adams sta- 
tion, devices and expenses.......... 


$330 00 


99 35 
97 35 


14 50 
5 20 
194 3€ 
10 00 


5 05 
147 1€ 


53 06 
9 20 


15 25 
78 01 


160 95 


207 50 


200 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


29 


22 
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By amount Douglas Gildart’s bill, services 
as sanitary policeman, Fort Adams 
SLALOM crure, teehee Doubs es: XA 

By amount Anna Wyatt's bill, services as 
cook at Fort Adams station .... . 

By amount W. B. Brown's bill, services as 
sanitary policeman at Osy ka’ station. 

By amount Harry Woods’ bill, services as 
cook at Osyka station .............. 

By amount paid exchange on drafts in 
favor Dr. W. F. Hyer and Dr, John 
F. Therrel, quarantine officers at 
Osyka and Fort Adams, quarantine 
Stations s Voices gee pex bb. See es 

By amount Dr. W. F. Hyer's bill for ser 
vices and expenses as quarantine offi- 
cer at tlhe Osyka quarantine station.. 

By amount W. B. Brown's bill for services 
and expenses as sanitary pore tui at 
the Osyka station. : 

By amount Harry Woods' bill for services 
as cook at the Osyka station. ae 

By amount Michael Hart’s bill for articles, 
etc., furnished the Osvka quarantine 
station.... .... c EPOR 

By amount D.. J. F. Therrel’s bill for 
services and expenses as quarantine 
officer at the Fort Adams station.. 

By amount Douglas Gildart’s bill for ser- 
vices as sanitary policeman at the 
Fort Adams station........ 

By amount Anna Wyatt's bill for services 
as cook at the Fort Adams station. 

By amount. D. Babers’ bill for ‘ar ticles, 
treight, etc., furnished the Fort Adams 


By amount Dr. J. C. Cowan’s bill for ser- 
vices and expenses as quarantine offi- 
cer at the Jackson county stavion near 
Grand Dayvrcn cine ques. cpu WES 

By amount George Laduier's bill for ser- 
vices as sanitary policeman at the 
Jackson county station near Grand 


By amount Harry Andraas’ bili for ser- 
vices as cook at the Jackson county 
station near Grand Bay............. 

By amount H. Krebs & Son’s bill for ar- 
ticles furnished to dE county 
station near Grand Bay.,....,...... 


4]4 89 
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1883 
Sept. 12 By amount Dr. John F. Therrel’s bill for 
services and expenses as quarantine 
officer at the Fort Adams station.... 210 35 
12 By amount E. H. Beaumont’s bill for ser- 
vices as sanitary policeman at the 
Fort Adams station.. ... ......... 40 00 
Nov. 12 By amount Anna Wyatt's bill for services 
as cook at the Fort Adams quarantine 
station.......... ..- hide be th WEM. Pg 15 00 
Dee. 14 By amount Dr. John F. Therrel’s bill for : 
services and expenses as inspeetor at 
the Fort Adams quarantine station.. '241 33 
14 By amount E. H. Beaumont’s bill tor ser- 
vices as sanitary policeman at the Fort 
Adams quarantine station.:.... 46 66 
14 By amount Anna Wyatt's bill for services 
as cook at the Fort Adams quarantine ' 
SURG ECT c 17 58 
14 By amount D. Babei’s bill for articles fur- 
nished the Fort Adams quarantine 
station, storage, ete ....... -4-4 89 85 
$3,768 36 
ON ACCOUNT OF YELLOW FLVER IN JACKSON COUNTY. 
1883. Dr. 
Dec. 13 To amount from Auditor........... ETET $ 250 00 
.1883. l Cr. 
Dec. 14 By amount Dr. H. Sbannon's bill for ser- 
vices as Inspector ...........--.05- 180 96 
14 By amount Chas. H. Bransford’s bill for 
services as guard from August 22d to 
AUGUST Ike voee ds eens ds 14 00 
14 By amount Walter F. Bransford’s bill for : 
services as guard from August 22d to : 
. August "ifi NNI UN MM . . 14 00 
14 By amount Louis Adam's bill for services . 
as guard for two days .... ...... ; 3 00 
14 Dy amount Henry Adam's bill for services 
as guard for two days. e . 3 00 
14 By amount John Cochran's bill for ser- ' 
vices as guard from August 12th to ë 
August 25, and for services of son as j 
l guard and messenger for same period. 36 00 
Total ..$ 250 00 
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BILLS ALLOWED AND UNPAID IN THE HANDS OF THE GOVERNOR. 


On account of small-pox.... ......... ZEE $ 607 90 
On account of outbreak of yellow fever in: Jackson 

County ....... fee eee eee oh I 397 40 
On account storage quarantine proper.y.... ....... 48 00 

BILLS OUTSTANDING—NOT YET ALLOWED. 

On account of small-pox in Warren county for the 
v. - month of December ... OPEN $ 518 45 
On account of small-pox in Claiborne county for the 

month of December.. ell beeen ee pce 270 80 

E 


EXPENSES OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD AND' THEIR PER DIEM 
IN ATTENDING MEETINGS. 


1882. 


Meeting on March 15th, 16th and 17th, at Jackson: 


F. W. Dancy.... ... ......eseee een TED ...$ 41 50 
W., F. Hyer .... 2. ee e e ... 47 00 
€. A. Rice... aunan naonna oro 26 30 
Robert Kells.... ............... Lace eee sr OS. 9 00 
J. M. Taylor 20.0... 0.2.0.2 ce eee eene 48 00 
B. F. Kittrell... 0. eee ce ee eee tee 36 50 
J. W. Bennett........ NNNM . 95 80 
S. V. D. Hill........ MN 40 50 
Geo. E. Redwood ............... cee sse essen 34 10 

Total......... sese cee ee ee ee 8 308 70 

H 
‘Meeting on July 24th, at Jackson: 

J. H. Blanks ... ............. cesses .. $ 28 10 
d. W. Bennett.... ....... fee eee eee n. PEN 14 30 
E. P. Sale................ eene MEE 41 85 
F. W. Dancy pe e cee teen eee cee res 32 50 
S. V. D. Hill............ ....... ee leen 32 00 
B. F. Kittrell.... ... issues eene 30 50 
€. A. Rice............... —€———— M 2] 30 
W. F. Hyer 32 50 

Total... 0.0.0.0 c cc RR RR RR II e $ 233 05 

Meetingron September 12th at Jackson: 

J. W. Bennett.............. cene Delle .. $ 17 65 
J. H. Blanks .............-.secee ec eee hrs 27 50 
W. F, Hyer ...........seee een een mH hne 32 50 
B.F. Kittrell............ coc cee ec cc re 30 50 


Miss.sstppr Stare Boarp oF HEALTH. 208 
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Meeting on April 2d and 3d at Jackson: 


Robert Kells ....... T-——— —  áoÓ— E 
CAs RIC PP EE bg dts 14 50 
p. Ell us caudate’ 2626 unb IU EE 32 70 
E. P. Sale ....... guts, Ae epe er ess... 84 00 
Jo W. Bennett abusu Lou mess MER GUY Wes 22 50 
WoE Hyen ose ri esa bas is pM 37 30 
John AVEIBIIE uuo oer ScatwabUteb GANNI nN "OU 37 00 
Je M: POE S parca esten eru Marb S RPG n RUP end .... 39 00 
SVD D "Ec 34 00 
Ee Wit Dancy cole v oes vt ive. ERES IRR IA TRI ERE MS 30 55 

BOCA Vue Leto ra ings ete Wa aah dus aab dier Spe tion ges $ 287 55 

Meeting on May 1st and 2d at Jackson: 

Johu WIISlb cns pido Up icU IO pea Lean Ne A Ee PLE $ 38 00 
MIO EDV OL sesto cce tis RP buie a D 38 30 
ER. S Toombs ooie oe pP eres "————— 44 50 
Robert RellS-ioxos s eese Udo ARs ie ERU. Ra OA 6 00 
Ci A PICO) se ase ada a ete yet cea ME RETI 26 50 
Ba PEPPER TECTUM 38 30 
S. V. D. Hill .........: Pest ss e Sultana .... 89 20 
Jd. PIJMOOFe.2 222: Sees he due. ares: Gare qr ada 30 40 


B. E Eiiüsllo sese dterteecituutces petas “8100 


J- He Blanks vee cau ve cso ashe ale Sane Xr LE s aues 28 10 

DOC MEE Ses Neate aos $ 320 30 

Meeting on November 22 at Jackson: 

J. W. Bennett............ RU aa Re PNE $ 14 30 
Bob Kibuell 0.352. weleenE- Neos. Siemens . 29 20 
BPB: Sale sao su ano i ord Mac ecri dM iE LEA S boas 35 90 
Robert Kells..........- VEM PEL Rc PS 3 00 
J. P. Moore 222 220cbe1m4 xk E? quic aed he oe dA DE 22 60: 
Wee diyer "EE 32 50 
C. A. Riso oie eh uA Beate ne Sphinn rei hide RES 10 30 
R-S- BOOKING ont eos iae ERR aci Ra oe wea RE 46 30 

Total..... —— a toe sad veda LOEO ..> 194 10 


— ewer 


M 


Amount furnished Jackson Couuty Board of Health under. 


204 MissisSiPPI StaTE BoARD or HEALTH., 


the provisions of an Act supplementary to an Act to amend 
the statutes in regard to Boards of Health: 


1882. 

duly AG te oo a Aue tee te aridis Sar Aia kettle usata det Regi $ 400 00 
October 4........... te nity Daye Laine! costo eae ona seis 300 00 
November L o'5:5 06's 5 25 ead elo oa Siew ana were Bares 100 00 
'$ 800 00 

1883. . 
May IO na 66st me Vb pritisnut oe tatc 500 00 
V du Lipa. MM EE E A EE. M Sheena assi. 350 00 
December 13 . ......... Anth tee d kc s ats Weed £6 350 00 
$1,200 00 


For a statement of stationery and printing, see the report of 
the Secretary of State. i 


LICENSES ISSUED 


UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT TO REGULATE THE PRAC-- 
TICE OF MEDICINE. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 

I have the honor to report tliat licenses have been issued 
under the provisions of the Act to regulate the practice of 
medicine, as follows: 


Under the provisions of section 17.................. | 1,785 
Temporary licenses........ 0... ..00 eee enm 26 
After examination by the Boards of Censors......... 84: 


Very respectfully, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, Secretary. 


